
Looks like we’re in for an old fashion winter here around Little 
Traverse Bay.  With tons of snow already on the ground and 
temperatures in the teens and even below zero, it’s time to bring 
skis, snowshoes, skates, sleds and bump jumpers out of the closet. 
In this Winter Olympic year, it’s no time to talk about Cabin 
Fever, just get out and enjoy it! While you’re at it, take a look at 
some books for ideas and stories about winter fun.

Fifty Places to Ski and Snowboard 
Before You Die: Downhill Experts Share 
the World’s Greatest Destinations by 
Chris Santella, Matt Hansen
The 10th book in the popular Fifty Places 
series takes readers to some of the world’s 
most inspiring skiing/snowboarding 
destinations: the Chugach Mountains 

(Alaska); Aspen, Crested Butte, and Steamboat Springs (Colorado); 
Tuckerman Ravine (New Hampshire); Rusutsu (Japan); Chamonix 
(France); Portillo (Chile); and Whistler Blackcomb (British 
Columbia).   Santella provides readers with the gorgeous scenery, 
glamorous ambiance, and the thrilling experience of visiting 
mountains from the Alps to the Rockies, whether it’s apres-ski in 
Cortina or helicopter rides into virgin Alaskan powder.

White Planet: Mad Dash Through Modern Global Skiing 
Culture by Leslie Anthony
The author has spent his life on two planks, 
racing down hills, searching for the next 
perfect ride. His real baptism, however, 
began in the early nineties when Alaska 
emerged as the ski world’s Next Big Thing. 
Steep faces and vast tracks of powder 
snow were captured on film and beamed 
to audiences around the world. The 
result was a freeskiing revolution. With 

insight and humor, Anthony introduces 
many of the daredevils, visionaries and 
entrepreneurs who are bringing the sport 
to such unexpected places as Mexico, 
China, Lebanon and India.

Between the Pipes: A Revealing Look at 
Hockey’s Legendary Goalies by Randi 
Druzin, Roy MacGregor
Some NHL goalies are great and others 

are intriguing, but a dozen of them are legends because they’re 
both. In Between the Pipes, Randi Druzin profiles these athletes, 
revealing the traits that make each one unique.

Squirrels on Skis by J. Hamilton Ray
This new Beginner Book about manic 
skiing squirrels has the feeling of an old 
classic read-aloud. “Nobody knew how 
the mania grew. First there was one, and 
then there were two. Three more came 
gliding from under the trees. LOOK! 
On the hill. Those are squirrels on skis! 
With delightfully understated, funny 
illustrations by Pascal Lemaitre, this is the 
perfect book for beginning readers to curl up and chill out with on 
a snow day—or any day!
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If You Can't BeaT it... Enjoy it!

EVENT PHOTO 
OF THE MONTH

BUZZ BOOKS 
FOR MARCH & APRIL

NYT bestselling author channels 
Shakespeare and Poe in this satiric 

Venetian gothic that brings back 
the Pocket of Dog Snogging, the 

eponymous hero of Fool, 
along with his sidekick, Drool, 

and pet monkey, Jeff. Avail 4/22

A groundbreaking look at the NSA 
surveillance scandal, from the 
reporter who broke the story,
investigative reporter for The 

Guardian and bestselling author 
Glenn Greenwald. Avail 4/29

A remarkable and uncompromising 
saga that explores the age-old 

question of whether or not you can 
ever truly come home again. 

Avail 3/4

JUST GOOD GIFTS

Matt poses with authors Glenn 
Wolff and Jerry Dennis who acted 
as booksellers for a day during 
Small Business Saturday.  Also 
in attendence was author Ellen 
Airgood (not pictured). 
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Up With Paper 3D Greeting Cards
The holiday card-send extravaganza may be over, but there 
are still birthdays, anniversaries, thank you’s and any other 

special occasions to be remembered. 
Up With Paper is not only the original 
p o p - u p 
greeting card 
c o m p a n y , 
but also 
the world’s 

leading marketer of innovative, 
three-dimensional greeting cards 

and stationery 
products. In 2008, they celebrated 
their 30th year of delighting senders 
and recipients alike with amazing 
products. For one-of-a-kind cards for 
that special occasion, browse our Up 
With Paper displays as well as our 
other specialty cards.

seven year pens
Each year, an estimated 100 million pens are discarded every 
day. Yikes! Is all that waste really necessary? Maybe not, 
answers the Seven Year Pen. It’s not only possible to reduce 
waste, it’s possible to look cool while doing it! Seltzer designers 
were introduced to a Swiss pen maker that reduces waste 
by increasing the size of the ink supply inside the pen. The 
jumbo ink cartridge fills more of the barrel’s circumference, 
enabling the writer to pontificate a remarkable 1.7 meters a 
day for seven years. 
They’re inexpensive, 
you’re going to want 
more than just one 
of the manhy colors 
available.
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M&E Kool Kids It’s happeing! It’s really happening.  New York 
Times bestselling author Laurie Halse Anderson 

is visiting the store on Tuesday, January 14th 
from 6—7:30 to celebrate her latest release 
for teens, The Impossible Knife of Memory 

(see review below). 
Laurie is the author of 
several books for middle 
readers and teens such 
as Chains, Forged, 
Speak and Wintergirls. 
She has won numerous 
awards and accolades 
and we could not be 
more excited for her 
visit.  Going to miss her 
visit but want something signed? Don’t worry, 
you can pre-order copies of her books on the 
website and have them signed and we will have 
signed copies available after the event as well. 

New for Mini M&E'ers

terrific teens THE IMPOSSIBLE KNIFE OF MEMORY
by LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON  
REVIEW BY JESSILYNN
Hayley and her father have left behind life 
on the road in his 18-wheeler and have 
moved into her father’s childhood home. 
She is attending regular high school, and 
‘normal’ should be setting in anytime now -- 
only it can’t. Hayley’s father is in the throes 
of post-traumatic stress disorder from his 
army tours, where he saw violence that no 
teenage girl should ever have to hear about. 
But Haley does. She’s the one trying to 
keep everything together, and that doesn’t 

leave much 
time for teen 
angst, drama, 
or mischief. 
When Hayley 
meets Finn, she 
just might have found something for herself. 
Laughter through tears and all manner 
of matters of the heart make this novel a 
standout for any reader 15 and up.

THE MARTIAN by ANDY WEIR
Apollo 13 meets Castaway in this grippingly 
detailed, brilliantly ingenious man-vs-nature 
survival thriller set on the surface of Mars. Six 
days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became 
one of the first men to walk on the surface of 
Mars. Now, he’s sure he’ll be the first man to 
die there. It started with the dust storm that 
holed his suit and nearly killed him-and that 
forced his crew to leave him behind, sure 
he was already dead. Now he’s stranded 
millions of miles from the nearest human 
being...  and isn’t ready to give up. Avail 2/11.

A STAR FOR MRS. BLAKE 
by APRIL SMITH
In 1929 the United States Congress passed 
legislation to fund travel for mothers of the 
fallen soldiers of WWI to visit their sons’ 
graves in France. Over the next three years, 
6,693 Gold Star Mothers made the trip. In this 
emotionally charged, brilliantly realized novel, 
Smith breathes life into a unique moment in 
American history, imagining the experience 
of five of these women. Strangers at first, 
their lives become inextricably intertwined, 
altered in indelible ways.  Avail 1/14.

THE PAGAN LORD 
by BERNARD CORNWELL
Bernard Cornwell—who “is at his enthralling 
best conveying... one of the defining periods 
of English history” (Wall Street Journal)—
returns to his epic Saxon Tales saga with this 
dramatic story of divided loyalties, bloody 
battles, and the struggle to unite Britain  At 
the onset of the tenth century, England is in 
turmoil. Alfred the Great is dead and Edward 
his son reigns as king. Wessex survives but 
peace cannot hold: the Danes in the north, 
led by Viking Cnut Longsword, stand ready 
to invade and will never rest until the emerald 
crown is theirs. Avail 1/7.

RIPPER by ISABEL ALLENDE
Allende has written an atmospheric, fast-
paced mystery involving a brilliant teenage 
sleuth who must unmask a serial killer in 
San Francisco. The Jackson women, Indiana 
and Amanda, have always had each other. 
Mother and daughter are as different as night 
and day. Indiana, a beautiful holistic healer, 
is a free-spirited bohemian and long divorced 
from Amanda’s father.  When a string of 
strange murders occurs across the city, 
Amanda plunges into her own investigation, 
discovering, before the police do, that the 
deaths may be connected. But the case 
becomes all too personal when Indiana 
suddenly vanishes.  Avail 1/28.
THE GOOD LUCK OF RIGHT NOW
by MATTHEW QUICK
From the New York Times bestselling author 
of The Silver Linings Playbook comes 
a funny and tender story about family, 
friendship, grief, acceptance, and Richard 
Gere—an entertaining and inspiring tale 
that will leave you pondering the rhythms of 
the universe and marveling at the power of 
kindness and love. Richard Gere joins the 
quest to help Bartholomew find where he 
belongs. In a rented Ford Focus, they travel 
to Canada to see the cat Parliament and 
find Bartholomew’s biological father...and 
discover so much more. Avail 2/11

THE BEAR by CLAIRE CAMERON
While camping with her family on a remote 
island, five-year-old Anna awakes in the 
night to the sound of her mother screaming. 
A rogue black bear, three hundred pounds 
of fury, is attacking the family’s campsite -- 
and pouncing on her parents as prey. At her 
dying mother’s faint urging, Anna manages 
to get her brother into the family’s canoe 
and paddle away. But when the canoe runs 
aground on the edge of the woods, the sister 
and brother must battle hunger, the elements, 
and a wilderness alive with danger. This is a 
story with a small narrator and a big heart.  
Avail 2/11.

THE KEPT by JAMES SCOTT
In winter 1897, a trio of killers descends 
upon an isolated farm in upstate New York. 
Midwife Elspeth Howell returns home to 
the carnage: her husband, and four of her 
children, murdered. Before she can discover 
her remaining son Caleb, alive and hiding 
in the kitchen pantry, another shot rings 
out over the snow-covered valley. 12-year-
old Caleb must tend to his mother until 
she recovers enough for them to take to 
the frozen wilderness in search of the men 
responsible.  Avail 2/7.

A DARKER SIDE OF SWEDEN 
by JOHN-HENRI HOLMBERG 
Ever since Stieg Larsson shone a light 
on the brilliance of Swedish crime writing 
with his acclaimed and bestselling Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo trilogy, readers 
around the world have devoured fiction 
by some of the greatest masters of the 
genre. Containing 17 stories, never 
before published in English, A Darker 
Shade of Sweden illuminates this 
beguiling country and its inhabitants as 
never before. Included are stories from 
such Swedish literary luminaries as: 
Stieg Larsson, Henning Mankell, Åsa 
Larsson and Eva Gabrielsson. Avail 1/7. 

THE MUSEUM OF EXTRAORDINARY 
THINGS by ALICE HOFFMAN
Coralie Sardie is the daughter of the 
impresario behind The Museum of 
Extraordinary Things, a boardwalk freak 
show that amazes and stimulates the crowds. 
One night Coralie stumbles upon a striking 
young man photographing moonlit trees in 
the woods off the Hudson River. The dashing 
photographer is Eddie Cohen, a Russian 
immigrant who has run away from his father’s 
Lower East Side Orthodox community and 
his job as an apprentice tailor. When Eddie 
captures with his camera the devastation 
on the streets of New York following the 
infamous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, he 
becomes embroiled in the mystery behind a 
young woman’s disappearance. Avail 2/18
RADIANCE OF TOMORROW 
by ISHMAEL BEAH
The author of A Long Way Gone, returns with  
an affecting, tender parable about postwar life 
in Sierra Leone. At the center are Benjamin 
and Bockarie, longtime friends who return 
to their hometown, Imperi, after the civil war. 
The village is in ruins, the ground covered in 
bones. They try to forge a new community 
by taking up their former posts as teachers. 
Powerful novel about preserving what means 
most to us. Avail 1/7. 

THE WIVES OF LOS ALAMOS
by TARASHEA NESBIT
A novel that sheds light onto one of the 
strangest and most monumental research 
projects in modern history, and a testament 
to a remarkable group of women who carved 
out a life for themselves, in spite of the 
chaos of the war and the shroud of intense 
secrecy. Their average age was twenty-five 
and they arrived in New Mexico ready for 
adventure, or at least resigned to it. Bold and 
emotionally charged debut novel told in the 
collective voices of the wives of the men who 
created the atom bomb. Avail 2/25.

THE INVENTION OF WINGS 
by SUE MONK KIDD
A novel of the quest for freedom and the 
desire to have a voice in the world. Hetty 
“Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early 
19th century Charleston, yearns for life 
beyond the walls that enclose her. The 
Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from 
an early age she is meant to do something 
large in the world, but she is hemmed in by 
the limits imposed on women. On Sarah’s 
11th birthday, she is given Handful, to be her 
handmaid, thus begins the story. Avail 1/7.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

Maple by Lori Nichols
When Maple is tiny, her 
parents plant a maple 
tree in her honor. She and 
her tree grow up enjoying 
the changing seasons 
together.  Maple is free-
spirited and greets the 
world and a new sibling, with arms wide open. Her 
imaginative games and thoughtful approach to tree 

and baby care will charm 
readers. Ages 3-5.  Avail 
2/20.
Henny by Elizabeth Rose 
Stanton
Henny is a chick who’s 
just a little different from 

everyone else in the barn—and who learns to 
embrace her special gift in this whimsical and 
charming picture book debut. But doing things the 
same as everyone else is overrated, as Henny 
comes to realize. Ages 4-8. Avail 1/28
Paper Hearts
by Sandra Van Doorn
When little puppet wishes 
he had a heart, he decides 
to make one out of paper. 
But can a paper heart be 
like a real one? Surprisingly, 
he realizes there are many 
similarities between the 
two. Ages 4-8. Avail 2/28

Matt’s Top Three for 2014
The Orenda (Available 5/13/14)
by Joseph Boyden
History reveals itself when, in the 17th century, 
a Jesuit missionary ventures into the Canadian 
wilderness in search of converts-the defining moment 
of first contact between radically different worlds. What 
unfolds in the next few years is truly epic, constantly 
illuminating and surprising, sometimes comic, always 
entrancing and ultimately all too human in its tragic grandeur.
The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry (Available 4/1/14)
by Gabrielle Zevin
In the spirit of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society and The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold 
Fry, Zevin’s enchanting novel is a love letter to the 
world of books—and booksellers—that changes our 
lives by giving us the stories that open our hearts and 
enlighten our minds. The author is coming in May!
Annihilation (Available 2/4/2014)
by Jeff VanderMeer
Area X has been cut off from the rest of the continent 
for decades. Nature has reclaimed the last vestiges of 
human civilization. The first expedition returned with 
reports of a pristine, Edenic landscape; the members 
of the second expedition committed suicide; the third 
expedition died in a hail of gunfire as its members 
turned on one another; the members of the 11th expedition returned as 
shadows of their former selves. This is the story of the 12th expedition.

The Book Beat
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Gone Girl 
by Gilliam Flynn
Told from the perspective 
of husband and wife Nick 
and Amy Dunne, the book 
starts on the day of their 
fifth wedding anniversary 
when Amy suddenly goes 
missing with husband 
Nick the number one 
suspect. Cue a massive 

twist half way through, this isn’t one to be missed.
Release date for the movie is October 2014 starring 
Rosamund Pike and Ben Affleck.

The Monuments 
Men: Allied Heroes, 
Nazi Thieves and the 
Greatest Treasure 
Hunt in History 
by Robert M. Edsel
The incredible true story 
of a bunch of curators, 
museum directors and 
art historians who were 
tasked by the US government to rescue artistic 
masterpieces from Nazi Germany. Release date 
for movie February 2014 starring George Clooney, 
Matt Damon, John Goodman, and Bill Murray.

Serena by Ron Rash
This Depression-era 
novel tells the tale of 
ruthless timber merchant 
Pemberton and his even 
more ruthless wife Serena 
as the pair battle infidelity 
and attempt to turn their 
empire into a National 
Park. Release date for 
movie sometime in 2014 

starring Jennifer Lawrence and Bradley Cooper.

Divergent 
by Veronica Roth
Often compared to The 
Hunger Games, this 
trilogy is set in a dystopian 
version of Chicago where 
everyone is split into 
five factions and follows 
the story of courageous 
young Tris. Well worth a 
read, we liked the series 

more than The Hunger Games trilogy. Release 
date for the movie is April 4 starring Shailene 
Woodley and Kate Winslet.

Winter’s Tale 
by Mark Helprin
A fantasy set in both the 
19th Century and modern-
day New York, the story 
follows the lives of three 
main characters, a village 
and a flying white horse. 
Release date for the 
movie is February 21 and 
stars Matt Bomer, Will Smith, Colin Farrell, Russell 
Crowe and Jennifer Connelly co-starring.

Heaven is for Real 
by Todd Burpo
A small-town father who 
must find the courage and 
conviction to share his 
son’s extraordinary, life-
changing experience with 
the world. Release date 
for movie April 16, 2014 
starring Greg Kinnear, Kelly 
Reilly, Connor Corum. 

The Hundred Foot 
Journey 
by Richard C. Morais
Take Pixar’s Ratatouille and 
Slumdog Millionaire, mash 
them together in a cooking 
bowl, and let them bake for 
thirty minutes. Suddenly 
you have something 
rather like the story of The 
Hundred Foot Journey, a 

tale of an unlikely chef from India and the wonders 
of food in France. The title refers to the enormous 
cultural gap that’s apparent between a French and 
Indian kitchen. Release date for movie is August 
2014 starring Helen Mirren and Rohan Chand.

Wild: From Lost to 
Found on the Pacific 
Crest Trail 
by Cheryl Strayed
At 22, Strayed thought 
she had lost everything, in 
the wake of her mother’s 
death, her family scattered 
and her own marriage was 
soon destroyed. Four years 
later, with nothing more to lose, she made the most 
impulsive decision of her life. With no experience 
or training, driven only by blind will, she would hike 
more than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail 
and she would do it alone. Slated to be released in 

2014 and starring Reese 
Witherspoon, Laura Dern, 
Thomas Sadoski and Gaby 
Hoffman.

Silver Linings Playbook
by Matthew Quick
Directed by David O. 
Russell, the Oscar-
nominated film is now 

available for rental and features the role that 
earned Jennifer Lawrence her Oscar. The movie 
also features Bradley Cooper in the role of Pat, 
alongside Robert De Niro, Julia Stiles, Chris 
Tucker, and Jacki Weaver. As the award-winning 
novelist Justin Cronin put it: “Tender, soulful, 
hilarious, and true, The Silver Linings Playbook is 
a wonderful debut.”

The Great Gatsby
by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald’s third book, 
stands as the supreme 
achievement of his career. 
This exemplary novel of 
the Jazz Age has been 
acclaimed by generations 
of readers. The film 

adaptation is now available for rental and stars 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Carey Mulligan and Joel 
Edgerton. 

The Maze Runner
by James Dashner
Another fantastic teen read 
coming soon to theatres. 
The NYT bestseller is a 
modern classic, perfect for 
fans of The Hunger Games 
and Divergent. The Gladers 
don’t know why or how they 
got to the Glade. All they 
know is that every morning the stone doors to the 
maze that surrounds them have opened. Every 
night they’ve closed tight. And every thirty days 
a new boy has been delivered in the lift. Soon a 
new visitor comes through the lift with a message 
that changes things for everyone in the Glade. The 
movie will be released in September and stars 
Patricia Clarkston, Will Poulter and more. 

BOREDOM BUSTERS: READ BEFORE YOU WATCH

Wednesday, February 19 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
Jamie Ford
Set during one of the most conflicted and volatile times 
in American history, this is an extraordinary story of 
commitment and enduring hope. In Henry and Keiko, 
Jamie Ford has created an unforgettable duo.

Tuesday, February 18 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
The Professor of Truth
James Robertson
A literary spellbinder about one man’s desperate attempt 
to deal with grief by unmasking the terrorists responsible 
for the act that killed his wife and daughter

Monday, February 24 : 3:30—4:30 pm
RADCLIFFE READING SOCIETY
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library
Chris Grabenstein
In this cross between Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
and A Night in the Museum, Agatha Award winner Chris 
Grabenstein uses rib-tickling humor to create the perfect 
tale for his quirky characters. 

Monday, February 10 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
The World’s Religions
Huston Smith
Smith’s masterpiece explores the essential elements 
and teachings of the world’s predominant faiths, 
including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and more. 

Tuesday, January 21 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
Orange is the New Black 
Piper Kerman
Piper Kerman barely resembles the reckless young 
woman who delivered a suitcase of drug money ten 
years before being sentenced to 15 years in Danbury 
Federal Prison. This is her story from the inside.  

Monday, January 27 : 3:30—4:30 pm
RADCLIFFE READING SOCIETY
Sugar
Jewell Parker Rhodes
For Sugar, life is anything but sweet. Slavery is over, but 
working in the sugarcane fields all day doesn/t make her 
feel very free. Sugar is the inspiring story of a strong, 
spirited young girl who grows beyond her circumstances.

Wednesday, February 5 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Stitches
David Small
The story of a 14-year-old boy who awakes one day 
from a supposedly harmless operation to discover that 
he has been transformed into a virtual mute. A story of 
horror and hope. 

Wednesday, March 5 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Stoner
John Williams
William Stoner emerges not only as an archetypal 
American, but as an unlikely existential hero, standing, 
like a figure in a painting by Edward Hopper, in stark 
relief against an unforgiving world.

Monday, January 13 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
Bill Moyers Journal: The Conversation Continues
Bill Moyers
Here are the debates, cultural currents and, above all, 
lively minds that shape the conversation of democracy 
with extensive commentary from Moyers. Interviews 
Shelby Steele through Susan Jacoby will be discussed.

Wednesday, January  22: 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Where’d You Go Bernadette
Maria Semple
To find her mother, Bee compiles email messages, 
official documents, secret correspondence--creating 
a compulsively readable and touching novel about 
misplaced genius. 

McLEAN AND EAKIN BOOK CLUBS

Monday, March 10 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto
Michael Pollan
#1 New York Times Bestseller
Food. There’s plenty of it around, and we all love to eat 
it. So why should anyone need to defend it?

Tuesday, March 18 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
Black Fridays
Michael Sears
Former Wall Street hotshot Jason Stafford is starting 
over after two years in prison. When a junior trader dies 
in an accident, John is asked to look at the work he left 
behind—and discovers a secret worth killing for.

Wednesday, March 19 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
Rachel Joyce
A novel of charm, humor, and profound insight into the 
thoughts and feelings we all bury deep within our hearts 
from an irresistible-storyteller.

BUCKET LIST READS
A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn
by Betty Smith
Recommended by
Jessilynn
I don’t know why, but 
I’ve never identified 
with a character more 
than  Irish-American 
born Francie in the 
early 1900s of America.  

Perhaps I’m channeling my great grandmother?

The Cat’s Cradle
by Kurt Vonnegut
Recommended by
Matt
A great introduction to 
this brilliant American 
writer.  Vonnegut’s 
insightful satire on 
science, technology, and 
religion has stood the 
test of time and is just as 
relevant today as it was in 1963.

The Power of One 
by Bryce Courtenay
Recommended by Karen 
Langs
In this time surrounding 
the death of Nelson 
Mandela, The Power of 
One, which takes place 
in South Africa during 
the time of World War II, 
delivers many important 

messages about humanity, survival and goodness, 
as well as good story-telling!

The Book Thief
by Marcus Zusak
Recommended by Bess
One of the most gut-
wrenching yet beautiful 
books ever written.  Liesl 
is a character you won’t 
soon forget. She will stay 
with you always after 
you’ve rooted for this 
heroine from page one. 

Jane Eyre 
by Charlotte Bronte 
Recommended by Lily
While Bronte’s most 
famous work is often 
praised for its underlying 
societal commentary, the 
vividly drawn characters 
also contribute 
monumentally to this 
riveting novel’s appeal: 

from cherubic Adele to conflicted St. John to 
brooding Rochester, Jane Eyre features a tableau 
of fictional personages who will live forever in your 
heart.

The Prose Edda 
by Snorri Sturluson
Recommended by 
Chelsea
There is nothing better 
than a 13th Century 
Icelandic Cheiftan named 
Snorri Sturluson taking 
you on a journey through 
Norse mythologies 
and cosmologies, 
described as “...the most renowned of all works 
of Scandinavian literature...” or rather, the 
most interesting collection of Viking lore and 
shenanigans, sure to keep you in awe, confused, 
and laughing. 

Detroit
by Charlie LeDuff
Recommended by
Stephanie
Detroit is a fast-paced, 
entertaining read all about 
the decline of the once-
great city.  LeDuff does a 
great job explaining what 
happened that led the 
city to where it is now. 

The Illustrated Man 
by Ray Bradbury 
Recommended by
Charlotte
A collection of short 
stories that are science 
fiction in context but 
universal in meaning.

Watership Down 
by Richard Adams
Recommended by Karen 
Bradley  
These rabbits have 
a great deal to tell us 
about adversity, survival, 
leadership, teamwork, 
and the value of every 
individual’s contribution 
to society.

Seraphina
By Rachel Harman
Recommended by Wren
As a fantasy lover the 
mixing of races and fight 
between magical and 
human made this story 
an instant favorite.

To Kill a Mockingbird 
by Harper Lee
Recommended by Karen 
McCue
Because it is a classic 
that transcends time 
and place using those 
exquisite southern 
voices.  I keep sending 
copies to my nieces and 
nephews as it was not 

required reading when they were in school....  
what a shame!

A Dirty Job
by Christopher Moore
Recommended by Zach
This is a book that mixes 
death, life and the search 
for meaning into a big 
gumbo of comedy and 
mystery by none other 
than the master of prose, 
Christopher Moore.

Looking for Alaska
by John Green
Recommended by Sam
If you are looking for a 
book that will make you 
laugh, cry and cringe all 
in one sitting then this is 
perfect book for you!

Wonder
by R.J. Palacio
Recommended by
Kirstyn
It transcends from 
generation to generation 
while instilling a sense 
of camaraderie between 
people regardless of 
their background or, 
in this case, physical 
appearance.  

John Dies at the End 
by David Wong 
Recommended by Alex
Because it is such a 
weird book.  It was 
written for fun on a blog 
and became so cool 
that it was eventually 
published, received a 
sequel, and there’s a 
movie on the way.


