
We are getting a little bit ahead of ourselves, but we can’t wait to 
tell you about a book every staff member has loved!  The best part 
is that the author will be visiting us in early May and we can’t 
wait to meet her!  The book is The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry and it 
hits the shelves April 1st.  The author is Gabrielle Zevin, a young 
writer who started her career even younger at age 14 as a music 

critic for her hometown 
newspaper. 
    She  has 
published six adult and 
young adult novels, 
including  Elsewhere, 
an American Library 
Association Notable 
Children’s Book, which 
has been translated into 
over twenty languages. 
She is the screenwriter 
of  Conversations with 
Other Women starring 
Helena Bonham Carter 
and Aaron Eckhart, 
for which she received 
an Independent Spirit 
Award nomination for 
Best First Screenplay. 
She has also written for 
the New York Times Book 
Review  and NPR’s  All 
Things Considered. 

THE REVIEW
You may not have ever 
worked in a bookstore, 
but that doesn’t matter 

when it comes to The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry. On the faded 
Island Books sign hanging over the porch of the Victorian 
bookstore cottage is the motto “No Man Is an Island; Every Book 
Is a World.” A. J. Fikry, the irascible owner, is about to discover 
just what that truly means. His wife has died, his bookstore is 
experiencing the worst sales in its history, and now his prized 
possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. Even 
the books in his store have stopped holding pleasure for him. 
These days, A.J. can only see them as a sign of a world that is 
changing too rapidly. And then a mysterious package appears at 

the bookstore. It’s a small package, but large 
in weight. It’s that unexpected arrival that 
gives A. J. Fikry the opportunity to make his 
life over. As surprising as it is moving, The 
Storied Life of A. J. Fikry is an unforgettable 
tale of transformation and second chances; 
an irresistible affirmation of why we read, 
and why we love.
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Our book and event of the year!

EVENT PHOTO 
OF THE MONTH

BUZZ BOOKS 
FOR MAY & JUNE

THE QUICK
LAUREN OWEN

A thrilling first novel introducing an 
utterly beguiling world of London, 

1893. Avail 6/17

THE CORSICAN CAPER
PETER MAYLE

The beloved author at his 
effervescent best: sleuth, Sam 

Levitt, eating, drinking, and 
romancing his way through the 

South of France. Avail 5/13

BIRD BOX
JOSH MALERMAN

A propulsive, edge-of-your-seat 
horror thriller, set in an apocalyptic 

near-future world. Avail 5/13.

JUST GOOD GIFTS

Laurie Halse Anderson draws a 
full house in the middle of a raging 
blizzard this January to celebrate her 
latest teen novel, The Impossible 
Knife of Memory. Thanks everyone 
for making her visit so memorable!
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PETOSKEY, MI 49770
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WINNER OF THE
Pannell Award 

Charles S. Haslam Award

GO DIGITAL. 
STAY INDEPENDENT.

McLean & Eakin now sells Kobo 
eBooks and eReaders. Visit 

www.mcleanandeakin.com to browse 
eBooks and check out the eReaders 

on our main level. 

BE THE ENVY OF ALL WEARY TRAVELERS
EVOLUTION NECK PILLOWS 
by CABEAU  $28.95
Featuring responsive memory 
foam, a water resistant pouch, 
ear plugs, a media pouch for 
your phone or music player, and 
a removeable and washable 
velour cover. 

FAST-PACED GAMING FOR THE QUICK-WITTED
BLURBLE 
by BERNARD GAMES  $19.99
Flip a card and be the first to say 
a word that begins with the same 
letter as the image on the card. 
The faster you are, the more 
cards you’ll collect. How fast do 
you Blurble? Ages six and up, 
two to twelve players. 

BATTERIES NOT INCLUDED FOR THESE ROBOTS!
CUBEBOTS
by AREAWARE 
$7.99—$250.00
Please allow us to 
introduce ourselves. 

We are the Cubebots–puzzling playful robots and all-in-
one adventurers. Like everyone else, we come in different 
shapes, sizes, and colors. Want a challenge? Try to fold us 
into a perfect cube. 

NEW BABY ITEMS FROM MELISSA & DOUG!
K’S KIDS TOYS
by MELISSA & DOUG 
PRICES VARY
For baby’s first year, 
give the gift of classic toys! The new arrival will be delighted 
by the bright colors, intriguing textures and engaging sounds 
of our beloved line of playthings, and the new mom and dad 
will be touched that you chose a brand known for quality, 
safety and skill-building, inspiring play.
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Visit us Online at www.mcleanandeakin.com 
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For the past 9 years the American Booksellers Association(ABA) has 
hosted the Winter Institute(Wi), to let booksellers from around the country 
meet and discuss all things book related (and a few not so book related).  
Winter Institute was in Seattle this year, and we got the chance to visit 
some of the best bookshops in the Pacific Northwest like Elliot Bay Book 
Company (where our alumni Lieghanne worked for a while), Eagle Harbor 
Books, and 3rd Place Books to name a few.  We also met some terrific 
authors and learned about some very exciting soon to be released titles.  

Here are a few:

Blood Will Out by Walter Kirn
Kirn’s account of his friendship with the murderer and Rockefeller 
impersonator, Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter.  Like many people, Kirn was 
duped by Gerhartsreiter however, unlike others, he readily admits his 
culpability in the masquerade.  Kirn’s ability to turn a critical eye to his own 
behavior is what makes Blood Will Out such an interesting read.
The Tyranny of Experts by William Easterly
Why in this era of modern marvels do we still fail so miserably at addressing 
the problem of global poverty?  Economist William Easterly traces the 
history of the fight against poverty and shows how the best intentions can 
have negative implications and how well meaning “experts” can actually 
stifle discussion of alternate ways of addressing these issues.
The Plover by Brian Doyle
Probably the one book I heard discussed most in Seattle.  Doyle is the 
author of Mink River, and his new book follows one man’s attempt to put 
the world behind him and set sail (literally) for parts unknown.  Little does 
he realize we can say goodbye to the world but the world might have other 
plans for us.
Untamed by Will Harlan
The subject of Harlan’s new book is Carol Ruckdeschel who is considered 
a leading authority on sea turtles.  She also lives in the middle of the 
wilderness on Cumberland Island off Georgia’s coast, has no high school 
diploma, and seems to be a solid mix of Henry David Thoreau and Calamity 
Jane. 

The Book Beat

EVENT DETAILS
Tuesday, May 6th, 6—8 p.m.

Free Wine & Cheese Reception
Reservations Required

231-347-1180 or 
books@mcleanandeakin.com

CIRCLE OF WIVES by ALICE LaPLANTE
Dr. John Taylor is found dead in a hotel room 
in his hometown and local police find enough 
incriminating evidence to suspect foul play. 
Detective Samantha Adams, whose Palo Alto 
beat usually covers small-town crimes, is 
innocently thrown into a high-profile murder 
case that is more intricately intertwined 
than she could’ve imagined. With a rare 
combination of gripping storytelling, vivid 
prose, and remarkable insight into character, 
LaPlante brings to life a story of passion and 
obsession that will haunt readers long after 
they turn the final page.  Avail. 3/4.

BLACK MOON by KENNETH CALHOUN
A devastatingly vivid, hypnotically strange, 
and profoundly moving literary love story. 
Somehow—unnoticeably—the world has 
stopped sleeping. Words are slurred, eyes 
are red-rimmed, and people are starting to 
lose their grip. Matt Biggs is one of the few 
who can still sleep. His wife, Carolyn, has 
succumbed to the sleeplessness, gone mad, 
and run away. Desperate to find his wife, 
save his marriage, and preserve his sanity, 
he ventures out into the bizarre new world in 
which he lives. Avail 3/4.

FLASH BOYS by MICHAEL LEWIS
Publisher W.W.Norton is keeping the “meat” 
of this book under wraps. But that won’t 
stop Michael Lewis fans for lining up to get 
his latest book about Wall Street. Lewis 
returns to the financial world giving readers 
a ringside seat as the biggest story in years 
prepares to hit Wall Street.  Lewis is the best-
selling author of The Money Culture, The 
New New Thing, Moneyball, The Blind Side, 
Panic, Home Game, The Big Short, and 
Boomerang, among other works. Avail. 3/31.

SHOTGUN LOVESONGS 
by NICKOLAS BUTLER
Hank, Leland, Kip and Ronny were all born 
and raised in the same Wisconsin town—
Little Wing—and are now coming into their 
own (or not). One of them never left, still 
farming the family’s land.  Others did leave 
with varying degrees of success; as a rock 
star, commodities trader, rodeo stud. Woven 
into their patchwork is Beth, whose presence 
among them fuels the kind of passion one 
comes to expect of lovesongs and rivalries. 
Shotgun Lovesongs charts friendship and 
epic love against a rural and wholly-American 
pastoral. Avail 3/11.
THE SERPENT OF VENICE
by CHRISTOPHER MOORE
NYT bestselling author Christopher Moore 
channels William Shakespeare and Edgar 
Allan Poe in this satiric Venetian gothic that 
brings back the Pocket of Dog Snogging, 
the eponymous hero of Fool, along with 
his sidekick, Drool, and pet monkey, Jeff.  
Three prominent Venetians await their most 
loathsome and foul dinner guest, the rascal-
Fool Pocket. This trio of cunning plotters-the 
merchant, Antonio; the senator, Montressor 
Brabantio; and the naval officer, Iago-have 
lured Pocket to a dark dungeon, promising 
an evening of spirits and debauchery with 
a rare Amontillado sherry and Brabantio’s 
beautiful daughter, Portia. Avail 4/22.

LOVERS AT THE CHAMELEON CLUB 
by FRANCINE PROSE
A richly imagined and stunningly inventive 
literary masterpiece of love, art, and betrayal, 
set in Paris from the late 1920s into the dark 
years of WWII, that explores the genesis of 
evil, the unforeseen consequences of love, 
and the ultimate unreliability of storytelling 
itself. Emerging from the austerity and 
deprivation of the Great War, Paris shimmers 
with excitement, dissipation, and freedom. It 
is a place of intoxicating ambition, passion, 
art, and discontent, where louche jazz venues 
like the Chameleon Club draw expats, artists, 
libertines, and parvenus looking to indulge 
their true selves.  Avail. 4/22.

NO PLACE TO HIDE by GLENN GREENWALD
The Guardian investigative reporter and 
bestselling author provides an in-depth 
look into the NSA scandal that triggered 
the debate over national security and 
information privacy. Includes revelations 
from documents entrusted to Greenwald by 
Edward Snowden himself, the book explores 
the cooperation between private industry and 
the NSA, and the far-reaching consequences 
of government surveillance. Avail 4/29. 

WORST. PERSON. EVER. 
by DOUGLAS COUPLAND
Raymond Gunt is a B-unit cameraman who 
enters an amusing downward failure spiral 
that takes him from London to Los Angeles 
and then on to an obscure island in the 
Pacific, where a major American TV network 
is shooting a Survivor-style reality show. 
Along the way, Gunt suffers multiple comas 
and unjust imprisonment, is forced to reenact 
the “Angry Dance” from the movie Billy Elliot, 
and finds himself at the center of a nuclear 
war.  Even though he really puts the “anti” 
in antihero, you may find Raymond Gunt an 
oddly likable character. Avail 4/3.

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S THE EMPIRE 
STRIKETH BACK  by IAN DOESCHER
Hot on the heels of the NTY best-seller 
William Shakespeare’s Star Wars comes the 
next two installments of the original trilogy: 
William Shakespeare’s The Empire Striketh 
Back and William Shakespeare’s The Jedi 
Doth Return. Return to the star-crossed 
galaxy far, far away as the brooding young 
hero, a power-mad emperor, and their jesting 
droids match wits, struggle for power, and 
soliloquize in elegant and impeccable iambic 
pentameter. Illustrated with beautiful black-
and-white Elizabethan-style artwork, these 
two plays offer essential reading for all ages. 
Something Wookiee this way comes! Avail 
3/18. 
SIMPLY RICH: LESSONS FROM 
THE CO-FOUNDER OF AMWAY 
by RICH DeVOS
In this definitive autobiography, Rich DeVos 
reflects on work, faith, family, and the core 
values he’s held onto from his humble, 
Christian upbringing through his enormous 
success as cofounder of one of the world’s 
largest businesses: Amway. DeVos reveals 
his personal story for the first time ever. 
Simply Rich is a candid telling of his journey 
from rags to riches, from a small start-up 
business to giant success, and from doubts 
to dreams come true. Avail 4/14.

UNDER MAGNOLIA: A SOUTHERN 
MEMOIR by FRANCES MAYES
The multimillion-copy bestselling author 
whose memoirs of her life in Tuscany 
have become cherished classics turns her 
attention to the place that first shaped her: the 
American South of her childhood. For most 
of her adult life Mayes’s lived in California. 
However, she found herself irresistibly drawn 
back to the South by family ties. Inspired 
by old scrapbooks and her childhood diary, 
Mayes examines the South she knew and 
what has changed, weaving a memoir that 
explores the power of place and the idea of 
home. Avail 4/1.

THE COLLECTOR by NORA ROBERTS
When professional house-sitter Lila Emerson 
witnesses a murder/suicide from her current 
job, life as she knows it takes a dramatic turn. 
Suddenly, the woman with no permanent ties 
finds herself almost wishing for one. Artist 
Ashton recruits Lila to help him uncover what 
happened. Their investigation draws them 
into a rarified circle where priceless antiques 
are bought, sold, gambled away, and stolen, 
where what you possess is who you are, and 
where what you desire becomes a deadly 
obsession. Avail 4/15

NEW AND NOTEWORTHYNew for Mini M&E'ers The Pigeon Needs a 
Bath by Mo Willems
The Pigeon needs 
a bath! Except, the 
Pigeon’s not so sure 
about that. Besides, he 
took a bath last month! 
Maybe. It’s going to take 

some serious convincing 
to get the Pigeon to take 
the plunge. Ages 3—5, 
Available April 1.
A Seed is Sleepy by 
Diana Aston
Poetic in voice and 
elegant in design, the 
book introduces children 

to a fascinating array of seed and plant facts Ages 
5—8, Available March 4. 
Lift-the-Flap First 100 
Numbers 
by Roger Priddy 
This interactive, big board 
book in the Bright Baby 
range is the perfect tool to 
help babies and toddlers 
learn their first numbers 

and develop early counting 
skills. Ages 0—3, Available 
April 22.
New in The Peanuts Series: 
Be Kind, Be Brave and Be 
Friends. 
Ages 4 and up. Avail. 4/23. 

terrific teens The Georgraphy of 
You and Me
by Jennifer E. Smith

 Smith’s new novel shows 
that the center of the 
world isn’t necessarily a 
place. Sometimes, it can 
be a person. 
“Smith captures the 
romantic sparks that fly 

in unusual situations and the way love can build 
even when circumstances keep people apart. If 
you like your romances with a bit of European 
adventure, some New York glamour, and a lot of 
honest heart, this one’s for you.” 
—E. Lockhart, author of The Boyfriend List and 
The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-
Banks

Icons
by Margaret Stohl
Bestselling author Stohl 
delivers a thrilling novel 
set in a haunting new 
world where four teens 
must piece together the 
mysteries of their pasts-in 
order to save their future. 
”Fans of Stohl’s Beautiful 

Creatures series will find many of the same 
elements here -- paranormal romance, a fast 
pace, and intriguing characters -- but within 
a distinctly science-fiction setting. The strong 
messages of questioning authority, daring to 
resist injustice, and loyalty to one’s group will 
resonate with teens who loved The Hunger 
Games.” —Booklist

Warp #1:The Reluctant 
Assassin 
by Eoin Colfer
The first book in a high-
stakes, high-tech, time 
travel series by the 
internationally best-
selling author of the 
Artemis Fowl series. 
Those of you mourning 
the end of Artemis Fowl 

will delight in the new WARP series. 

Loki’s Wolves
by K.L Armstrong 
and M.A. Marr
The first book in a middle 
grade trilogy for fans 
of Percy Jackson and 
the Olympians, written 
by New York Times 
bestselling teen authors, 
Kelley Armstrong and 
Melissa Marr, now 
available in paperback.

M&E Kool Kids



Knowing how mother/daughter relationships 
evolve over the years, we thought it might be fun 
to look at some mothers and daughters whom have 

followed in each other’s 
footsteps. Sometimes 
they collaborate, but most 
often, each has found their 
own voice.  In some cases, 
it’s interesting to note that 
it isn’t always the mother 
who inspires, for instance 
one of McLean & Eakin’s 
favorite visiting authors, 
Ann Patchett, it was the 

daughter who inspired the mother, Jeanne Ray, to 
write.  As Ray says, “Ann 
…always believed I WAS 
a writer.She…seemed to 
have complete faith that I 
could write.  Ann mentored 
and encouraged me all the 
way.”  Ann states, “I was my 
mother’s personal trainer. I 
barked at her a lot.  Nobody 
wants to see their mom get 
anything but great reviews.”
Some of Ann’s work includes: This Is the Story 
of a Happy Marriage State of Wonder Run, Truth 
& Beauty, and Bel Canto while Jeanne’s works 
include: Calling Invisible Women, Step-Ball-
Change, Eat Cake, Julie & Romeo, and Julie & 
Romeo Get Lucky. 

In the case of Lisa Scottoline 
and her daughter, Francesca 
Serritella, Scottoline 
says, “[Encouragement] 
is a mother’s job, in my 
opinion-love, encourage, 
and overfeed. She’s a 
more lyrical writer than I 
am, and almost poetic.  
I’m a car-chase kind of 

girl, and in some ways, 
I’ve learned from her.”  In 
return, Serritella adds, 
“…I’m careful not to turn 
[my mom] into my editor.  
The world will provide…
plenty of critics, but I only 
get one mom.  So I try to 
protect her role as mom 
and cheerleader.”
Lisa’s solo works include: 

Keep Quiet (Avail. April 8), Don’t Go, Come 
Home, Save Me, Look Again, and Think Twice. 
In collaboration with her daughter their works are 
Have a Nice Guilt Trip (coming this fall), Meet 
Me at Emotional Baggage Claim, Best Friends, 
Occasional Enemies, and My Nest Isn’t Empty, It 
Just Has More Closet Space. 

Two famous, long-standing mother/daughter 
collaborators are Mary 
Higgins Clark and her 
daughter, Carol Higgins 
Clark.  Their very first book 
together was Deck the 
Halls which they wrote side 
by side.  Carol says, “my 
mother and I would sit and 
write every word together.  
It was a lot of fun.  About 
writing, Mary told Carol, 
“Just do it!  Get it down.  
Don’t edit yourself.  The hardest part of writing is 

starting, then worrying if what 
they’re writing is any good.”  
Asked if she encouraged her 
daughter to pursue a career 
in writing, Carol replied, “I 
was delighted to learn that 
Carol was writing a book! It’s 
always strange that anyone 
would think that I could not be 
anything but pleased.”

Some of Mary’s recent titles include: I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin, Daddy’s Gone A Hunting, The Lost 
Years, I’ll Walk Alone, and Where Are You Now? 
while her daughter’s works include the Regan Reilly 
Mystery Series: Gypped, Mobbed, Wrecked, and 
Hitched. 

Recently, Jodi Picoult 
and her sixteen year old 
daughter, Samantha van 
Leer collaborated on a young 
adult book, Between the 
Lines. Samantha says she 
has been making up stories 
before she could even write.  
When she told her mother 
she had an idea for a book, 
Jodi asked Samantha if she 

wanted to write it with her.  As Samantha relates, 
“It was sort of like we were having the same dream 
and seeing exactly the same 
images in our heads, so that 
when we were writing we 
were telepathic.” Samantha 
is still unsure about a career 
in writing, and Picoult is still a 
protective mother.
Some of Jodi Picoult’s titles 
include: The Storyteller, Lone 
Wolf, Sing You Home, House 
Rules, Keeping Faith, and The Pact: A Love Story. 
Between the Lines is Samantha’s first novel. 

Two more mother/daughter 
writers share their love of 
the craft but have found 
their own paths.  Hilma 
Wolitzer and Meg Wolitzer 
exchange manuscripts, talk 
ideas and give one another 
constructive comments.  
As mom Hilma says, “ I 
encouraged Meg to write 

because she showed such 
an early gift for it.  I might 
have gotten her started, but 
she often keeps me going. 
To paraphrase E.B. White, 
it is not often that someone 
comes along who is a dear 
daughter, a true friend and a 
good writer.  Meg is all three.”
Meg’s works include The 
Interestings, The Uncoupling, The Fingertips of 
Duncan Dorfman, The Ten-Year Nap, The Position, 
and The Wife. Her mother’s works include An 
Available Man, Summer Reading: A Novel, The 
Doctor’s Daughter, Ending, Tunnel of Love, and 
Hearts. 

A mother/daughter duo 
whose whole family has 
been involved in writing 
are Carolyn See and her 
daughter Lisa See. “It is 
only natural that my two 
daughters, Lisa See and 
Clara Sturak would write as 
soon as they could hold a 

pen.  I didn’t really need to encourage them,” says 
Carolyn. Lisa replied, “ I wouldn’t have become a 
writer, if not for my mom.  Carolyn is in awe of Lisa’s 
success but even more so”…of the elegant quality 
of her writing.”  They have not collaborated recently 
but have been working side by side since Lisa’s 
childhood. 
Lisa’s titles include China 
Dolls (Avail. in June), Dreams 
of Joy, Shanghai Girls, Peony 
in Love, Snow Flower and 
the Secret Fan, On Golden 
Mountain, and Dragon Bones.  
Her daughter’s works include 
There Will Never Be Another 
You, Making a Literary Life, 
and The Handyman. 

Mother and Daughter Dynamic Duos!

Wednesday, May 21 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
The Weight of Heaven
Thrity Umrigar
A devastating look at cultural clashes and divides, Thrity 
Umrigar’s The Weight of Heaven is a rare glimpse of a 
family and a country struggling under pressures beyond 
their control. 

Tuesday, April 15 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
The Fault in Our Stars
John Green
Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, this is award-
winning-author John Green’s most ambitious and 
heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, 
thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love.

Monday, March 24 : 3:30—4:30 pm
RADCLIFFE READING SOCIETY
Flora & Ulysses: An Illuminated Adventure
Kate DiCamillo
Winner of the 2014 Newbery Medal
Holy unanticipated occurrences! A cynic meets an 
unlikely superhero in a genre-breaking new novel by 
master storyteller Kate DiCamillo.

Wednesday, June 4 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Detroit: An American Autopsy
Charlie LeDuff
An explosive exposé of America’s lost prosperity... an 
unbelievable story of a hard town in a rough time filled 
with some of the strangest and strongest people our 
country has to offer.

Wednesday, March 5 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Stoner
John Williams
William Stoner emerges not only as an archetypal 
American, but as an unlikely existential hero, standing, 
like a figure in a painting by Edward Hopper, in stark 
relief against an unforgiving world.

Monday, April 14 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
Bill Moyers Journal: The Conversation Continues
Bill Moyers
Here are the debates, cultural currents and, above all, 
lively minds that shape the conversation of democracy 
with extensive commentary from Moyers. Interviews Jim 
Yong Kim through Barry Lopez will be discussed.

Wednesday, May 7 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Defending Jacob
William Landay
Andy Barber has been the respected Assistant DA in his 
small Massachusets county for more than 20 years. But 
everything he believes in is torn asunder when his own 
son, Jacob, is charged with murder.

McLEAN AND EAKIN BOOK CLUBS

Monday, March 10 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto
Michael Pollan
#1 New York Times Bestseller
Food. There’s plenty of it around, and we all love to eat 
it. So why should anyone need to defend it?

Tuesday, March 18 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
Black Fridays
Michael Sears
Former Wall Street hotshot Jason Stafford is starting 
over after two years in prison. When a junior trader dies 
in an accident, John is asked to look at the work he left 
behind—and discovers a secret worth killing for.

Wednesday, March 19 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
Rachel Joyce
A novel of charm, humor, and profound insight into the 
thoughts and feelings we all bury deep within our hearts 
from an irresistible-storyteller.

Guest Prose for National Poetry Month

mcleanandeakin.com • Open 24/7 • 99¢ Shipping All the Time

In honor of National Poetry Month, we asked 
one of our favorite poets, Thomas Lynch to 

write an essay about the influence of poetry in 
his life and some most recent favorites. 

Breezy Season by Thomas Lynch

The poems I have loved the most lately are all 
in books by friends.  
 Dear Life, turned out to be the Irish poet, 
Dennis O’Driscoll’s final and finest collection of 
poems.  When the poet died on Christmas Eve, 
2012, I flew to Ireland for his funeral and burial, 
reading his poems on the way.  The Nobel 
Laureate, Seamus Heaney, in eulogizing his 
“hero, Dennis” repeated Auden’s estimation of 
T.S. Eliot, to wit: “So long as one was in his 
presence one felt it was impossible to say or do 
anything base.”  Walking with Heaney behind 
the coffin to Dennis’s grave, we talked about 
dear life and the man so suddenly gone from 
it.  Copper Canyon brought out a US edition of 
Dear Life, with a foreword by Heaney in 2013.  
 The poignancy of these poems, the 
unambiguously valedictory tone of them, is 
replicated in what turns out to be Seamus 
Heaney’s final collection, Human Chain, 
published in the US by FSG.  When I heard 
Heaney read in Atlanta last spring at Emory 
University, he said, “and now some poems 
from my last collection…or maybe, better say, 
my most recent book.”  Alas, Human Chain will 
be his last.  Heaney’s death, on August 30th 
last year, removes one of the great voices 
from the host of poets and of poetry.  His last 
collection is haunted by winds and breezes 
and inspirations, from its opening stanza:  
 
Had I not been awake I would have missed it,

A wind that rose and whirled until the roof
Pattered with quick leaves off the sycamore

to the last lines, in a poem for a newborn 
granddaughter, “A Kite for Aibhin” in which he 
describes for the child the mysteries of birth 
and death, love and grief:
 

The longing in the breast and planted feet
And gazing face and heart of the kite flier
Until string breaks and – separate, elate –
The kite takes off, itself alone, a windfall.

 When we buried Seamus under the 
sycamores in the churchyard in Bellaghy near 
his boyhood home this past September, lines 
like these seemed to echo everywhere on the 
late-summer breeze.  
 It is hard to think of a time when poetry 
in Michigan was more alive and well. And 
there is no better showcase of this vitality 
than William Olsen and Jack Ridl’s sumptuous 
anthology from New Issues Press, Poetry in 
Michigan, Michigan in Poetry which brings the 
work of 90 poets and 30 artists together in a 
book that should be in every home on both 
of our peninsulas for deliberate and chance 
encounters.  Cottages, lake-houses, northern 
camps and getaways will be especially 
improved by its local geographies and graphics.
 The poetry published by Annie Martin’s 
Wayne State University Press in the “Made in 
Michigan Writers Series” is second to none.  
Favorites of mine include Michael Heffernan’s, 
At The Bureau of Divine Music, Teresa J. 
Scollon’s To Embroider the Ground with 
Prayer, (2012), Terry Blackhawk’s, The Light 
Between, (2012), Jack Ridl’s Practicing to Walk 
Like A Heron, (2013), and hot off the press in 
February, Conrad Hilberry’s eleventh, and to 
my mind, mightiest collection – a diamond of a 
book in a career marked by artistic excellence 
and rich humanity.  Until the Full Moon Has 
Its Say makes manifest that a great poet has 
been biding among us in Kalamazoo, leaving 
a record of his life and times, loves and griefs, 
memories and dreams.  His poems will outlive 
us all.  
 Here’s the first in Hilberry’s last, or 
better said, most recent book:

 APRIL
 April takes down my love –
 wrong season for dying.
 Even the box elder,
 hunching into the clouds,
 is blooming, brancing, 
 leaving.
 
 She’s leaving,
 half-aware in the tilted bed,
 breath barely coming,
 then not, Jaws
 clamped round a scrap
 of tongue.  Her warm body
 gone cooler, cold.
 Hospice to wash her.
 Two mortuary men.

 What had been touch
 and talk, ripe fruit,
 red wine:
 a stalk 
 in a winter field.  

(from Until the Moon Has Its Say, by Conrad 
Hilberry, WSU Press 2014)

Thomas Lynch is the author of five collections 
of poems and four books of essays.  A book of 

stories, Apparition  & Late Fictions, published 
in 2010 to critical acclaim, is now available in 
paperback and can be purchased in bookstores 
and online. 
 
A “Classic Contemporary” edition of Skating 
with Heather Grace, his first book of poems, has 
just be reissued by Carnegie-Mellon University 
Press.   In 2011, Paraclete Press  published 
The Sin Eater: A Breviary -- a collection of his 
sin-eater poems accompanied by black and 
white photographs by Michael Lynch and cover 
art by Sean Lynch.  Salmon Press, The Cliffs 
of Moher, Co. Clare, Ireland published an Irish 
edition in 2012.  The Good Funeral - Death, 
Grief & The Community of Care, co-authored 
with theologian, Dr. Thomas G. Long, was 
published in September, 2013.
         
Thomas Lynch’s work has been the subject of 
two film documentaries.  PBS Frontline’s The 
Undertaking, aired nationwide in  2007, won 
the 2008 Emmy Award for Arts and Culture 
Documentary.  Cathal Black’s film, Learning 
Gravity, produced for the BBC, was featured 
at the 2008 Telluride Film Festival and the 6th 
Traverse City Film Festival in 2009 where it was 
awarded the Michigan Prize by Michael Moore.  
He has taught with the Department of Mortuary 
Science at Wayne State University in Detroit, 
with the graduate program in writing at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and with the 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University, 
Atlanta, GA.  He is a charter member of the 
faculty of the Bear River Writers Conference at 
Walloon Lake in Michigan. 
          
Thomas Lynch’s essays, poems and stories 
have appeared in The Atlantic and Granta, The 
New York Times and Times of London, The 
New Yorker, Poetry and The Paris Review and 
elsewhere.  He lives in Milford, Michigan where 
he has been the funeral director since 1974, 
and in Moveen, Co. Clare, Ireland where he 
keeps an ancestral cottage.
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