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When the founder of McLean & Eakin Booksellers, Julie Norcross, set out to list ten 
of her favorite books over the past twenty years, we had originally asked for ten of her 
favorites. But listing just ten was an impossible task because there’s so much good writing 
out there! The list grew from ten to over thirty, and there’s still more to come. Here are 
some favorite non-fi ction titles that are every bit as riveting as a good fi ction book. Mark 
Twain’s famous quote in its entirety says it all, “Truth is stranger than fi ction, but it is 
because fi ction is obliged to stick to possibilities; truth isn’t.”

The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir by Bill Bryson, 2006

Bill Bryson was born in Des Moines, Iowa in the middle of the largest 
generation in American history – the baby boomers. He grew up with a 
rich fantasy life as a superhero. In his case, he ran around his house and 
neighborhood with an old football jersey with a thunderbolt on it and a 
towel about his neck that served as his cape, leaping tall buildings in a 
single bound and vanquishing awful evildoers as “The Thunderbolt Kid.” 
Warm and laugh-out-loud funny, The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt 
Kid is as wondrous a book as Bill Bryson has ever written. It will enchant 
anyone who has ever been young.

No Ordinary Time: Franklin & Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home Front in WWII 
by Doris Kearns Goodwin, 1994 

No Ordinary Time is a chronicle of one of the most vibrant periods in the 
history of the United States. Goodwin weaves together a striking number 
of story lines – Eleanor and Franklin’s marriage and their remarkable 
partnership, Eleanor’s life as First Lady, and FDR’s White House and 
its impact on America as well as on a world at war. Goodwin, who won 
the Pulitzer Prize in History for this book, writes an unforgettable and 
intimate portrait of Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt and of the time 
during which a new, modern America was born.

Too Close to the Falls by Catherine Gildiner, 2001

It is the mid-1950s in Lewiston, New York, a sleepy town near Niagara 
Falls. At the tender age of four, Cathy accompanies Roy, the deliveryman 
at her father’s pharmacy, on his routes. She shares some of their 
memorable deliveries, such as sleeping pills to Marilyn Monroe (in 
town fi lming Niagara). As she reaches her teenage years, Catherine’s 
irrepressible spirit spurs her from dangerous sled rides that take her “too 
close to the Falls” to tipsy dances with the town priest. Get ready to smile 
your way through this marvelous memoir!

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls, 2005

For two decades, Jeannette Walls hid her roots. She grew up with 
parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their 
curse and their salvation. What is so astonishing is not that she had 
the guts and tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she describes 
her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of 
triumph against all odds, and a moving tale of unconditional love.

Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 & How It Changed 
America by John M. Barry, 1997

An American epic of science, politics, race, honor, high society, and 
the Mississippi River, Rising Tide tells the riveting and nearly forgotten 
story of the greatest natural disaster this country has ever known – the 
Mississippi fl ood of 1927. The river inundated the homes of nearly one 
million people and transformed American society and politics forever.

The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas 
by Jerry Dennis, 2003

If fresh water is to be treasured, the Great Lakes are the mother lode. 
Dennis takes us on his personal journey – a six-week voyage through 
the lakes and beyond as a crewmember on a tall-masted schooner. 
Through storms and fog, on remote shores and city waterfronts, the 
author explores the fi ve Great Lakes and discovers that they and their 
connecting waters – including the Erie Canal, the Hudson River, 
and the East Coast from New York to Maine – offer a surprising and 
bountiful view of America.

Shadow Divers: The True Adventure of Two Americans Who Risked 
Everything to Solve One of the Last Mysteries of WWII 
by Robert Kurson, 2004

In the fall of 1991, deep sea divers John Chatterton and Richie Kohler 
were not prepared for what they found 230 feet below the surface, in 
the frigid Atlantic waters sixty miles off the coast of New Jersey: a World 
War II German U-boat. No historian, expert, or government had a clue 
as to which U-boat the men had found. Over the next six years, an elite 
team of divers embarked on a quest to solve the mystery. Some of them 
would not live to see its end. Robert Kurson has written a vivid account 
of what divers actually experience when they meet the dangers of the 
ocean’s underworld.  Riveting!
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Jan-Philipp Sendker 
The Art of Hearing Heartbeats 

Wednesday, August 8th, 
7-8:30 pm

Stacy Bierlein 
Vacation on the Island 
of Ex-Boyfriends 
Thursday, August 9th, 
1-3 pm

Michael Cosgrove 
Imperfect Passage 

Thursday, August 9th, 
7-8:30 pm
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Always Open, Always Available, O� ering eBooks and 99¢ Shipping: www.mcleanandeakin.com.

Dear Booklover,
Whenever people learn that you’re in the book business, 
the conversation typically just fl ows from there. We read-
ers, it turns out, have so much in common just by the fact 
that we value reading and how it enriches our lives and 
our culture. Don’t you just love it when someone asks you, 
“So, what are you reading?”
Whether you adore fi ction or prefer non-fi ction, you’re a 
kindred spirit if you …
• have several books you’re reading and turn to the   
 one that best suits your mood at the moment
• had someone in your life who helped you fall in love 
 with reading, probably early on
• value a variety of writing styles and appreciate the 
 skill of penning something that will make you laugh, 
 refl ect, learn new facts, become more self-aware, gain 
 greater awareness of life and our place in the world
• reach for something to read when you have a spare 
 moment
• desperately want the young ones in your life to become 
 readers
• want to keep on learning and growing
• read in a variety of ways, but see the books that sur
 round you as making a defi ning statement about who 
 you are and what you value
• love good writing and pause at times to savor beauti
 fully crafted words
• remember books that have shaped you in important 
 ways
• give books as gifts because you simply think it’s the best 
 gift to receive
• notice quality paper, gorgeous illustrations, type fonts, 
 and the art of crafting a lovely book
• think about where to place your books and are 
 regularly looking for available nooks and crannies
• enjoy learning what other people are reading and how 
 that experience is shared
• just fi nish a wonderful book and long to begin another
That’s what we readers are all about. No wonder we have 
little diffi culty making conversation when we meet one 
another! What bonds us is that we are part of a reading 
and book culture and that’s a big part of who we are.
Thank you for being a booklover who values the written 
word. We appreciate that you patronize McLean & Eakin 
Booksellers. We want you to know just how much you 
enrich our lives and that of this community by shopping 
local!  Enjoy what’s left of summer! We look forward to 
seeing you soon!

� e Sta�  at McLean & Eakin

I’m at a loss … We’ve been talking about the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) recent actions against 
the publishing industry a lot lately. I’m not going to bore you with all the details but will quickly recap 
the case. The DOJ has fi led a complaint against fi ve publishers and Apple. They state that there was 
collusion among publishers to create a pricing structure known as the Agency Model which would take 
the control of e-book pricing out of Amazon’s and Independent Bookseller’s hands, and put it into 
the hands of  publishers. In fact, the Agency Model created a level playing fi eld that allowed stores like 
McLean & Eakin to compete in the e-book market, which, up until then, had been a monopoly by 
Amazon. The DOJ’s action seeks to destroy the Agency Model and once again create a monopoly for 
Amazon. Three of the publishers in the complaint chose to settle with the DOJ, while Apple and two 
other publishers have decided to take the case to court (YAY!).  

By law, the DOJ has to allow a period of public input. We, along with many other industry 
colleagues, have written to the DOJ to express our concern and disappointment with their action. 
We then reached out to all of you (our customers) and asked if you, too, might want to speak out in 
support of independent bookstores. Simply put, you took our breath away. You not only wrote about 
your love of books and bookstores, but many of you also talked about how this community and your 
life ‘Up North’ would not be the same if M&E wasn’t part of it. It was moving and heartwarming. If I 
printed everything I wanted to, it would more than fi ll this entire newsletter.  Here is just a nibble:

“I love my local bookstore. I see owners and workers out in the community, supporting events through 
generous contributions and paying taxes that keep vital services available. I attend programs at their stores. 
And I buy my books there. With your action, I fear the unintended consequence is quite likely to be many 
fewer bookstores and less vibrant local communities.” – Randy Dykhuis

“In ten years do you want to be remembered for destroying all the mom and pop book stores and for 
making it impossible for authors to make a living due to Amazon’s imposition of lower royalties? If the 
agency model goes away, there will be little or no incentive to publish quality books that Amazon doesn’t 
deem to be profi table.” 
– Trina Hayes

“The value of the small, community-entrenched businesses that many independent bookstores are, 
cannot be overstated. Yes, they are important in the landscape of the publishing industry; they are critical 
to the business, cultural, and social environments in which they operate. To do anything to endanger their 
future is unconscionable.” – Diane L. Steele

“The Agency Model seems to have caused those independent bookstores that I am familiar with to begin 
to sell e-books, and I am hopeful that they will continue to be able to do so in a competitive manner.  The 
free market will not work if competition dies.” – Frederick L. Schmoll

(And here’s the kicker...):   “Every day, our bookstore owners consider what their “right thing to do” 
is. Do they stop donating to local schools to stick red tags on books? Do they shut their doors early during 
the work week? And every day, Jess and Matt opt for goodness, rather than greed. Extending this courtesy 
back to them helps not only a great business, but an entire community – my kids included. What a shame 
it would be for the families, schools, and visitors to this community to lose our independent bookstore due 
to lack of fair competition.” – Lisa Doublestein

by Matt Norcross, Owner
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The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
Harold Fry receives a letter from Queenie Hennessy, a 
woman he hasn’t seen or heard from in twenty years who 
is now in hospice and writing to say goodbye. Rather than 
mailing a reply, Harold leaves his mundane life and is 
determined to walk 600 miles to see Queenie, believing that 
she will live, as long as he walks. In The Unlikely Pilgrimage 
of Harold Fry ($25, Random House, 978-0-812-99329-5), 
Rachel Joyce brings us a novel of unsentimental charm, 
humor, and profound insight into the thoughts and feelings 
we all bury deep within our hearts.

A Hundred Flowers
Set in 1957 at the start of the Chinese Cultural Revolution, 
Gail Tsukiyama’s latest novel, A Hundred Flowers ($24.99, 
St. Martin’s Press, 978-0-312-27481-8), is the story of an 
ordinary family facing extraordinary times. When her 
husband is dragged away and sent to a labor camp for 
“reeducation,” Kai Ying struggles to hold her family 
together. Other members of the household must face their 
own guilty secrets and strive to fi nd peace in a world where 
the old sense of order is falling. Avail. 8/7

City of Women
In 1943 Berlin, Sigrid Schröder may be the model soldier’s 
wife while her husband is at war. But behind this façade is 
a woman who dreams of her former Jewish lover, now lost 
in the chaos of the war. When Sigrid hides a mother and 
her two young daughters – whom she believes might be her 
lover’s family – she must make terrifying choices that could 
cost her everything. City of Women ($25.95, Amy Einhorn, 
978-0-399-15776-9), by David Gillham, is a story of the 
unfathomable choices made and consequences suffered by 
those pushed to the brink. Avail. 8/7

The Time Keeper
With time in such short supply, shouldn’t we recognize 
how precious it truly is? Celebrated author Mitch Albom 
(Tuesdays With Morrie) returns with his most imaginative 
novel yet, The Time Keeper ($24.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-
32278-6) – a fable about the man who became Father Time. 
The inventor of the world’s fi rst clock is punished for trying 
to measure God’s greatest gift and must redeem himself by 
teaching two earthly people the true meaning of time. 
Avail. 9/11 – reserve your copy now!

Telegraph Avenue
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Michael Chabon now takes 
us to Telegraph Avenue ($27.99, Harper, 978-0-061-49334-
8), an exhilarating novel that explores the profoundly 
intertwined lives of two Oakland, California families, one 
black and one white. Chabon lovingly creates a world 
grounded in pop culture – Kung Fu, ’70s Blaxploitation 
fi lms, vinyl LPs, jazz and soul music – and delivers an epic 
story of friendship, race, and secret histories. Avail. 9/11 – 
reserve your copy now!

The Kingmaker’s Daughter
Conspiracy and a fi ght to death for love and power at the 
court of King Edward IV of England takes center stage in 
Philippa Gregory’s fi rst sister story since The Other Boleyn 
Girl, as she explores the lives of two fascinating young 
women in The Kingmaker’s Daughter ($26.99, Touchstone, 
978-1-451-62607-0). Without a son and heir, Richard, Earl 
of Warwick – a man known as “the Kingmaker” – uses his 
two daughters as pawns in the political games and they 
grow up to be infl uential players in their own right. 
Avail. 8/14

Sneaky Pie for President
Tired of politics as usual? Don’t despair – this election 
year, Rita Mae Brown has thrown her cat into the ring. In 
Sneaky Pie for President ($26, Bantam, 978-0-345-53046-2), 
the intrepid feline sets out to unify all Americans – whether 
they walk on two feet or four – with an agenda to get the 
economy purring again. Human candidates have had their 
chance, with dubious results. Nowhere does it say in the 
Constitution that the president cannot be a cat. Avail. 8/7

The Impeachment of Abraham Lincoln
What if President Abraham Lincoln had survived the 
assassination attempt in 1865, only to be charged with 
overstepping his constitutional authority two years later? 
This alternate history is Stephen Carter’s premise in The 
Impeachment of Abraham Lincoln ($26.95, Knopf, 978-0-
307-27263-8), a vividly imagined work that captures the 
emotional tenor of post-Civil War America.

Coming
Soon

Coming
Soon

Chance Encounters, Guilty Secrets

Presidential Fare
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   Bone-Chilling 
           Tales 

The Fallen Angel
Daniel Silva’s popular leading man, art restorer and spy 
Gabriel Allon, is within the walls of the Vatican when he is 
summoned to deal with the discovery of a young woman’s dead 
body beneath the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica. In The Fallen 
Angel ($27.99, Harper, 978-0-062-07312-9), Allon uncovers a 
criminal enterprise that is looting priceless antiquities and an 
act of sabotage that will plunge the world into confl ict. Spies, 
lovers, priests, and thieves inhabit this story of faith and of the 
destructive power of secrets.

Haven
Jessie Rayburn, an investigator for a fi rm called Haven, has been 
estranged from her sister Emma for years – her psychic abilities 
clouded by unresolved issues. When she returns to her hometown 
in North Carolina, few people are welcoming her back. As 
Emma’s nightmares become more vivid, both fi nd themselves 
outnumbered by buried secrets. In Kay Hooper’s eleventh 
suspenseful novel, Haven ($26.95, Berkley, 978-0-425-25874-3), 
Jessie and Emma try to outrun an evil that has festered for years.

Trust Your Eyes
Linwood Barclay, the author of seven critically acclaimed novels, 
returns with Trust Your Eyes ($25.95, New American Library, 
978-0-451-23790-3), the story of a schizophrenic man who spends 
his days and nights on website called Whirl360. Believing he’s 
employed by the CIA to store the details of every town and city in 
the world in his head, he suddenly sees something that shouldn’t 
be there: a woman being murdered behind a window on a New 
York street. Now he has more to deal with than just his delusions, 
as he gets drawn into a deadly conspiracy. Avail. 9/4

Kill You Twice
“Beauty Killer” Gretchen Lowell returns with a vengeance 
in Kill You Twice ($25.99, Minotaur, 978-0-312-61978-7), 
Chelsea Cain’s latest razor-sharp psychological thriller. 
Though Lowell is locked away in a psych ward, detective 
Archie Sheridan discovers that she has inside knowledge 
about a grisly murder he’s investigating. The ties between 
Archie and Gretchen have always been stronger, deeper, and 
more complex than he’s willing to admit. Can Archie fi nally 
heal from the near-fatal physical and emotional wounds she’s 
infl icted on him and start moving on with his life? Avail. 8/7

Syndrome E
Already a runaway bestseller in France, Syndrome E ($26.95, 
Viking, 978-0-670-02578-7) is about a detective’s friend who 
has developed a case of spontaneous blindness after watching 
a fi lm from the 1950s embedded with unspeakably heinous 
subliminal images. When nearly everyone who comes into 
contact with the fi lm starts turning up dead, the investigation 
spreads across politics, religion, science, and art. Author 
Franck Thilliez asks us to consider: what if the earliest and 
most brilliant advances and discoveries of neuroscience were 
not used for good – but for evil? Avail. 8/16

Every Day
Every morning, “A” wakes in a different person’s body, in a 
different person’s life, learning over the years to never get too 
attached, until he wakes up in the body of Justin and falls in 
love with Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. Read David Levithan’s 
latest, Every Day ($16.99, Knopf, 978-0-307-93188-7), and 
discover if you can truly love someone who is destined to 
change every day. Avail. 8/28

Goliath
In the conclusion of Scott Westerfeld’s “Leviathan” trilogy, 
Alek and Deryn are on the last leg of their round-the-world 
quest to end World War I. Their ship, “Leviathan,” steams 
toward New York City with a homicidal lunatic on board. 
Secrets suddenly unravel when Alek discovers that Deryn is 
really a girl, characters reappear, and nothing is as it seems. 
In Goliath ($9.99, Simon Pulse, 978-1-416-97178-8), Alek 
reclaims his throne as prince of Austria and fi nally falls in love.
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Read This!
What we love most about bookselling is to offer heart-felt 
recommendations to our customers. In Read This! Handpicked 
Favorites from America’s Indie Bookstores ($12, Coffee House 
Press, 978-1-5668-9313-8) you’ll fi nd lists of favorites that have 
fl own under the radar, but off of bookstore shelves. With an 
introduction by favorite author Ann Patchett (who now owns 
an indie bookstore herself), Read This! won’t give you any 
computer-generated suggestions, but the “very best of…” from 
real people who read and sell books for a living. Avail. 9/11

Escaping into the Open
Writer Elizabeth Berg is known not only for her astonishing 
talent, but for her generosity in sharing insights and wisdom 
about the process of writing. In Escaping into the Open: The Art of 
Writing True ($14.99, Harper Perennial, 978-0-062-20044-0), we 
receive a coaching session on writing from one of today’s best. 
You’ll learn how to take the plunge, keep sentences fl owing, and 
much more in this insightful guide to writing your thoughts and 
ideas. 

The Way the World Works
The New York Times bestselling author and National Book 
Critics Circle Award winner Nicholson Baker has gathered his 
best nonfi ction writing over the last fi fteen years in The Way 
the World Works ($25, S&S, 978-1-416-57247-3). With gorgeous 
prose, Baker poses important questions about our era of digital 
readership, muses about video games, and offers what Library 
Journal calls “smart entertainment.” Relax, laugh, marvel, and 
thoroughly enjoy these delightful essays. Avail. 8/7

1,000 Artists’ Books
The book is a timeless art form, one that is as much alive 
today as ever before, and artists continue to explore and 
explode the boundaries of what a book is and can be. 
In 1,000 Artists’ Books: Exploring the Book as Art ($25, 
Quarry, 978-1-5925-3774-7), you will experience covers, 
bindings, scrolls, folded and origami structures and 
books made from found objects — amazing aspects of 
hand-crafted books.

Show Me a Story!
Since the passing of beloved children’s author and artist Maurice 
Sendak, there have been many conversations about how 
important books and reading can be to a child’s development. 
Wouldn’t the world be a much better place if people of all ages 
read picture books — whether or not they have a small child 
on their lap? In Show Me a Story!: Why Picture Books Matter 
($22.99, Candlewick, 978-0-7636-3506-0), Leonard S. Marcus, 
one of the world’s leading writers about children’s books and 

their illustrations, presents inside stories from leading illustrators about their work 
connecting children to art and stories. 

The Insider’s Guide to Colleges
Cut through the glossy brochures to uncover the things that 
matter most to students with the most relied-upon resource 
for the past 39 years — The Insider’s Guide to Colleges 2013: 
Students on Campus Tell You What You Really Want to Know 
($24.99, Griffi n, 978-0-312-67296-6). Having interviewed 
hundreds of their peers on more than 330 campuses and by 
getting the inside scoop on everything from social life and 
professors to the newest dorms and student organizations, 
the reporters at the Yale Daily News have created the most candid college guide 
available.

Colleges That Change Lives
Choosing the right college has never been more important 
— or more diffi cult. For students who want more to the 
experience than football and frat parties, look to the newly 
updated edition of Colleges That Change Lives: 40 Schools 
That Will Change the Way You Think About Colleges ($17, 
Penguin, 978-0-143-12230-2). Discerning students will discover 
little known colleges — and understand their educational 
philosophy, gain insights on distinguishing features of the 

curriculum, know about opportunities for study abroad and fellowships, even learn 
services offered for special needs and tutoring. Students, faculty, and alumni share 
details on the quality of dining hall food, things to do on weekends, and much more. 
Avail. 8/28

        Writers 
   & Readers

Which College?

“The book to read is not the one that thinks for you 
but the one which makes you think.”  

— Harper Lee
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You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You
Mary Ann Hoberman, former Children’s Poet Laureate 
and winner of the National Book Award, offers an 
entertaining collection of stories that encourages 
reading skills and interaction with one another in You 
Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to 
Read Together ($6.99, Little Brown, 978-0-316-20744-7). 
Eight short fairy tales fi t on one spread and feature 
the characters and stories children love best. Time to 

cuddle up and read together! Ages 4-8. Avail. 9/11

Room for the Baby
What’s a family to do when there’s a baby on the way but 
no place to put a crib? The big brother-to-be is worried. 
His mom does have a sewing room, but every nook and 
cranny is stuffed. Now the time has come — so mom 
gets to work, making old clothes new again to outfi t the 
baby-to-be. Inspired by her creativity, the neighbors get 
involved, and soon everyone is stitching and knitting 
something. Room for the Baby ($17.99, Random House, 
978-0-375-87090-3), by Michelle Edwards and illustrated by Jana Christy, 
is the perfect story to help little ones prepare for the new arrival. Ages 3-6. 
Avail. 9/25 

Bear Has a Story to Tell
“It was almost winter and Bear was getting sleepy. But 
fi rst, Bear had a story to tell...”
Bear found his friend Mouse, but Mouse was busy 
gathering seeds and didn’t have time to listen to a 
story. Then Bear saw his friend Duck, but Duck was 

getting ready to fl y south. By the time Bear was through 
helping his friends get ready for winter, would anyone still be awake to hear 
his story? Bear Has a Story to Tell ($16.99, Roaring Brook, 978-1-596-43745-
6) is an endearing story of friendship and patience by Philip and Erin Stead, 
winner of the 2011 Caldecott Medal. Ages 2-6. Avail. 9/4

Stephen and the Beetle
When Stephen spots a beetle, he takes off his shoe and 
raises his arm, ready to strike ... but then he has second 
thoughts. He lays his head down on the ground and the 
beetle walks right up to him. At the last moment the 
beetle turns aside and each can go on with the day, 
having avoided the worst. Jorge Lujan presents the 
kind of deep moral questions that can occur even in the 
smallest child’s day in Stephen and the Beetle ($18.95, 
Groundwood, 978-1-554-98192-2). Chiara Carrer’s very 
original etched and painted illustrations perfectly complement the story, and 
are in and of themselves beautiful works of art. Ages 2-5

Nightsong
Chiro, a young bat, is nervous about fl ying into the 
world for the fi rst time without his mother, especially 
on a very dark night, but he soon learns to rely on 
his “song” to fi nd his way and stay safe. Nightsong 
($17.99, S&S, 978-1-416-97886-2), a beautiful 
and touching coming-of-age story with 

mesmerizing artwork from New York Times bestselling illustrator 
Loren Long and lyrical text from Ari Berk, conveys a heartwarming and 
universal message: No matter how far away you go, you can always fi nd your 
way home. Ages 4-6. Avail. 9/25

Underground
What young child doesn’t love playing in the dirt? 
And who hasn’t wondered what goes on in the 
lives of all the creatures that live underground? 
Celebrated Caldecott Honor medalist Denise 
Fleming applies her signature bold and bright 
pulp-paper-collage style to a universal childhood 
topic in Underground ($17.99, Beach Lane, 978-1-
442-45882-6), a dynamic, rhythmic book that’s just 
right for reading aloud — and comes complete 
with a detailed glossary. Ages 4-6. Avail. 9/18

Shiver Me Timbers!
Ahoy mateys — it’s time 
to hoist up the anchors and set sail with a pack of 
pesky pirates! Come meet scoundrels, scalawags, 
and scurvy dogs (human and canine) who partake in 
battles, treasure hunts, and some pirate-style grub 

in Shiver Me Timbers!: Pirate Poems & Paintings ($16.99, Beach 
Lane, 978-1-442-41321-4). Picture book greats Douglas Florian and Robert 
Neubecker keep pirate fans laughing from bow to stern with their signature 
sense of humor. Ages 8-12

The Monsters’ of Monster
Grouch, Grump, and little Gloom ‘n’ Doom spend 
much of their time arguing over who is the “biggest and 
baddest” until they build a monster together that turns 
out to be very different that what they expect. In The 
Monsters’ of Monster  ($16.99, Little Brown, 978-0-316-
04547-6), a playful tale from bestselling picture book 
author Patrick McDonnell, a very BIG monster shows 
three very BAD little monsters the power of boundless gratitude. Ages 4-6. 
Avail. 9/4

Bear Has a Story to TellBear Has a Story to Tell
“It was almost winter and Bear was getting sleepy. But 
fi rst, Bear had a story to tell...”
Bear found his friend Mouse, but Mouse was busy 
gathering seeds and didn’t have time to listen to a 

getting ready to fl y south. By the time Bear was through 

Shiver Me Timbers!
Ahoy mateys — it’s time 
to hoist up the anchors and set sail with a pack of 
pesky pirates! Come meet scoundrels, scalawags, 

in Shiver Me Timbers!: Pirate Poems & Paintings 

Nightsong
Chiro, a young bat, is nervous about fl ying into the 
world for the fi rst time without his mother, especially 

three very BAD little monsters the power of boundless gratitude. Ages 4-6. 

Let’s Read!You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You
Mary Ann Hoberman, former Children’s Poet Laureate 
and winner of the National Book Award, offers an 
entertaining collection of stories that encourages entertaining collection of stories that encourages 
reading skills and interaction with one another in 
Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to 
Read Together 
Eight short fairy tales fi t on one spread and feature 
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Plunge into 
Reading

Lulu Walks the Dogs
The stubbornly hilarious Lulu has decided it’s time to 
buckle down and earn some cash. How else can she save 
up enough money to buy the very special thing that she 
is ALWAYS and FOREVER going to want? In Lulu 
Walks the Dogs ($15.99, Atheneum, 978-1-442-43579-7), 
children’s book legends Judith Viorst and Lane Smith 
once again prove that even the loudest, rudest, and most 
obstinate of girls can win us over. Ages 7-10. Avail. 9/4

The Great Unexpected
Heartfelt and hilarious, The Great Unexpected ($16.99, 
HarperCollins, 978-0-061-89232-5) is a story of pairs — 
of spirited young orphans Naomi and Lizzie in Blackbird 
Tree, USA, and of Sybil and Nula, grown-up sisters from 
far away Rooks Orchard, Ireland. Beloved author Sharon 
Creech deftly weaves these two rich worlds together, as 
unraveling mysteries of identity unfold with alternating 
stories across the ocean. This breathtaking tale reminds 
us that magic is everywhere, though not necessarily where 
we might think. Ages 8-12. Avail. 9/4

Chickadee 
Favorite author Louise Erdrich draws upon her own 
family’s history in Chickadee ($16.95, HarperCollins, 
978-0-060-57790-2), a beautiful sequel to The Birchbark 
House. In 1866, Omakayas’s son Chickadee is kidnapped 
by two ne’er-do-well brothers from his own tribe and 
must make a daring escape, forge unlikely friendships, 
and set out on an exciting and dangerous journey to get 
back home. Ages 8-12

Super
Daniel Corrigan is as regular as can be, especially when 
compared to the Supers: kids in his new hometown with 
actual powers like fl ight and super strength. But Daniel’s 
not powerless. Only he was able to stop the Shroud, 
a super villain bent on stealing his newfound friends’ 
powers. And thanks to him, his friends got to keep those 
powers. Matthew Cody’s graphic novel Super ($16.99, 
Knopf, 978-0-375-86894-8) is a gripping power-stealing 
adventure. Ages 8-12. Avail. 9/25 

Under Wildwood
Ever since Prue McKeel returned home from the 
Impassable Wilderness after rescuing her brother, life 
has been pretty dull. Her mind is constantly returning 
to Wildwood where her friend Curtis still remains as 
a bandit-in-training. But all is not well in that world. 
In what will be their greatest challenge yet, Prue and 
Curtis are thrown together again to save themselves and 
the lives of their friends, and to bring unity to a divided 
country. Join Colin Meloy and Carson Ellis for their 
newest fantasy-adventure, Under Wildwood: The Wildwood 
Chronicles Book II ($17.99, Balzer & Bray, 978-0-062-
02471-8).  Ages 9+. Avail. 9/25

One Year in Coal Harbor
The wise and curious heroine of the Newbery Honor 
Book Everything on a Waffl e is facing another adventure-
fi lled year in Coal Harbor. Even though her parents, once 
lost at sea, are home, there’s a whole slew of problems 
and mysteries to keep Primrose busy. Prolifi c and 
brilliant Polly Horvath has delivered another masterful 
story fi lled with emotions and life’s challenges in One Year 
in Coal Harbor ($16.99, Schwartz & Wade, 978-0-375-
86970-9). Ages 9-12. Avail. 9/11

In a Glass Grimmly
Award-winning author Adam Gidwitz pairs grade-school 
humor with the beloved Grimm fairy tales for what 
Publishers Weekly calls spins that are “wicked smart and 
wicked funny.” More hilarious takes on the Grimm tales 
await with In a Glass Grimmly ($16.99, Dutton, 978-0-
525-42581-6), where you’ll follow Jack and  the Beanstalk 
and The Frog Prince on some new adventures. Ages 10+. 
Avail. 9/27

Island of Silence
Following the life-altering events in The Unwanteds, the 
stark world of Quill and the magical haven of Artime 
are now home to whoever wants to live there, whether 
they are Wanteds, Unwanteds, or Necessaries. Filled 
with suspense and with a stunning climax that elevates 
sibling rivalry to epic proportions, Lisa McMann’s Island 
of Silence ($16.99, Aladdin, 978-1-442-40771-8), Book #2 
in the Unwanteds series, leaves the fate of both worlds 
hanging in the balance. Ages 10-14. Avail. 9/4
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  Fascinating 
       Lives

Paris: A Love Story
Kati Marton fi rst spent time in Paris during college in 1968, 
when France was in revolt. Ten years later, Paris was where 
she became ABC bureau chief and fell in love with Peter 
Jennings, the man to whom she was married for 15 years 
and the father of her two children. Years later, Paris was 
where she found enduring love with her second husband, 
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and where she returned 
after his death. In the spirit of The Year of Magical Thinking, 
Paris: A Love Story ($24, S&S, 978-1-451-69154-2) is a 
candid exploration of many kinds of love — and a love 
letter to the city of Paris itself.

Walking the Amazon
In April 2008, Ed Stafford set off to become the fi rst man 
ever to walk the entire length of the Amazon. On his grueling 
860-day, 4,000-plus mile journey, Stafford witnessed the 
devastation of deforestation fi rsthand, the pressure on tribes 
due to loss of habitats as well as nature in its true-raw form — 
all while outwitting dangerous animals and machete-wielding 
indigenous people and navigating injuries, fears, and doubts. 
Jaw-dropping from start to fi nish, Walking the Amazon ($16, 
Plume, 978-0-452-29826-2) is the unforgettable story of an 
unprecedented adventure. Avail. 8/28

Amy, My Daughter
On July 23, 2011, Amy Winehouse’s family, friends, and fans 
around the world mourned the tragedy that this remarkable, 
talented, and extraordinarily generous young woman 
was now gone. Candid, compelling, and heartbreaking, 
Amy, My Daughter ($27.99, It Books, 978-0-062-19138-0) 
is an emotional journey into music, addiction, and the 
unbreakable bond between a daughter and her father. Mitch 
Winehouse exposes the years of behind-the-scenes drama 
that consumed his life and explains how, for those who knew 
Amy in her last months, the greatest tragedy of all was that 
she fi nally appeared to be conquering her demons.

Love is the Cure
In the 1980s, Elton John saw friend after friend, loved one 
after loved one, perish needlessly from AIDS. In the midst 
of the plague, he befriended Ryan White, a young Indiana 
boy ostracized by his town and his school because of the 
HIV infection he had contracted from a blood transfusion. 
Ryan’s inspiring life and devastating death led Elton to 
two realizations: his own life was a mess, and he had to do 
something to help stop the AIDS crisis. In Love is the Cure: 
Life, Loss, and the End of AIDS ($27.99, Little Brown, 978-0-
316-21990-7) we read Elton John’s own words about change 
— from within and for the world. Proceeds benefi t the Elton 
John AIDS Foundation.

American Gypsy
Fifteen-year-old Oksana Marafi oti’s family was Roma, 
gypsies touring with the family band from the Mongolian 
deserts to the Siberian tundra. Her father is determined 
that his girls lead a better, freer life… in America. When 
they fi nd themselves living on the sketchier side of 
Hollywood, what they learned from MTV doesn’t quite 
prepare them for the challenges of immigration. American 
Gypsy ($16, FSG, 978-0-374-10407-8) is an affecting, 
hilarious memoir that cracks open the secretive world of the 
Roma and brings the absurdities, miscommunications, and 
unpredictable victories of the immigrant experience to life. 

I Was Born There, I Was Born Here
In 1996, award-winning Palestinian poet Mourid Barghouti 
returned to his home for the fi rst time since his exile — fi rst 
in Egypt, then in Hungary — following the Six-Day War in 
1967, and wrote an acclaimed memoir. Later, he returned 
to introduce his Cairo-born son, Tamim, to his Palestinian 
family and was arrested for taking part in a demonstration 
against the impending Iraq War. Ironically, Mourid was held 
not only in the same Cairo prison as his father, but in the very 
same cell. His elegant and expressive prose in I Was Born 
There, I Was Born Here ($25, Walker & Company, 978-0-802-
77997-7) is full of life and humor in the face of a culture of death.

The Broken King
Michael Thomas, whose debut Man Gone Down won the 
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award and was a New York Times 
Top Ten Book of 2008, looks inward in The Broken King ($25, 
Grove,  978-0-802-12014-4) to trace the lives of men in his 
family against the backdrop of the last century-and-a-half in 
America. From Reconstruction to Jim Crow and the Civil 
Rights movement, Thomas explores fathers and sons, lovers 
and beloved, trauma and recovery, race and deracination, 
soccer and baseball in a beautifully unique memoir. 
Avail. 8/14

 

“It’s the circle of life, and it moves us all, 
through despair and hope, through faith and love, 

‘till we fi nd our place, on the path unwinding.” 

— Elton John
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($26.99, St. Martin’s Press, 978-1-250-00202-0), bestselling 
author David Kirby shares the gripping story of the two-decade 
fi ght against SeaWorld — offering insights from all sides, 
including eye-witness accounts of members of the media who’ve 
challenged SeaWorld’s glossy image — and places animal-on-
human attacks in context of the business of marine mammal 
theme parks.

Fire in the Ashes
Bestselling author Jonathan Kozol has been called “today’s 
most eloquent spokesman for America’s disenfranchised.” The 
urgent issues that confront our urban schools — a devastating 
race-gap, a pathological regime of obsessive testing and drilling 
students for exams instead of giving them the rich curriculum 
that excites a love of learning — are interwoven in the stories 
featured in Fire in the Ashes: Twenty-Five Years Among the Poorest 
Children in America ($27, Crown, 978-1-400-05246-2). Kozol 
believes young people speak most eloquently for themselves; 
and in this book, so full of the vitality and spontaneity of youth, 
we hear their testimony. Avail. 8/28

The Betrayal of the American Dream
A series of actions by Washington and Wall Street over decades 
have systematically dismantled the economic foundation of 
America’s middle class. In The Betrayal of the American Dream 
($26.99, PublicAffairs, 978-1-586-48969-4), two of the country’s 
fi nest investigative reporters, Donald Barlett and James Steele, 
reveal the extent of the ruination and the people and agencies 
most culpable — and warn that greater economic pain lies 
ahead unless we make fundamental changes now. 

Independents Rising
In a political system where two parties reign supreme, 40% 
of Americans consider themselves neither Democrats nor 
Republicans, but independents. Jacqueline Salit, who has spent 
30 years as an insider in this growing movement of outsiders, 
recounts the little-known history of this volatile force as old 
political institutions and categories are becoming irrelevant. 
She explores how these unclaimed voters are not only deciding 
elections, but reshaping the political landscape in Independents 
Rising ($25, Palgrave MacMillan, 978-0-230-33912-5), a 
powerful look at post-partisan America.

Double Cross
On June 6, 1944, 150,000 Allied troops landed on the beaches 
of Normandy and suffered an astonishingly low rate of 
casualties. D-Day was a stunning military accomplishment, but 
it was also a masterpiece of trickery. With the same depth of 
research, eye for the absurd and masterful storytelling that have 
made Ben Macintyre an international bestselling author, Double 
Cross: the True Story of the D-Day Spies ($26, Crown, 978-0-307-
88875-4) is a captivating narrative of the spies who wove a web 
so intricate it ensnared Hitler’s army and carried thousands of 
D-Day troops across the Channel in safety.

A Daughter’s Tale
Now approaching her ninetieth birthday, Mary Soames is the 
only surviving child of Winston and Clementine Churchill. She 
matured into one of her father’s most trusted companions. 
She served as a gunner in the women’s auxiliary and Hitler 
reportedly hatched a plan to hire spies to seduce her in order 
to gain access to secret British war plans. A Daughter’s Tale: The 
Memoir of Winston Churchill’s Youngest Child ($28, Random 
House, 978-0-812-99333-2) is both a moving personal history as 
well as a source of untold insight into one of the enduring icons 
of British national life.

The Violinist’s Thumb
Bestselling author Sam Kean returns to unlock the mysteries 
of the periodic table through more incredible stories of science, 
history, language, and music — as told by our own DNA — in 
The Violinist’s Thumb: And Other Lost Tales of Love, War, and 
Genius, as Written by Our Genetic Code ($25.99, Little Brown, 
978-0-316-18231-7). The book’s title refers to the genetic 
disorder that affl icted and aided virtuoso violinist Niccolo 
Paganini, giving him freakishly fl exible fi ngers that enabled 
him to play in ways most others could not. Kean explores the 
possibilities as our understanding of genetic knowledge expands 
in this entertaining, often humorous, look at science.

Death at SeaWorld
In 2010, Dawn Brancheau faced a tragic death at SeaWorld 
that has led to an intensifi ed debate about the ramifi cations of 
trainers working in the water alongside killer whales. In Death at 
SeaWorld: Shamu and the Dark Side of Killer Whales in Captivity 

 Understanding  
      Our World

“Instead of seeing these children for the blessings that 
they are, we are measuring them only by the standard of 
whether they will be future defi cits or assets for our nation’s 
competitive needs.” — Jonathan Kozol
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Handmade To Sell
If you or someone you know has had success creating beautiful 
items, even selling some at art shows and fairs, recommend 
Handmade To Sell ($16.99, Potter Craft, 978-0-307-58710-7) 
as the essential guide to exploring the possibilities for owning, 
operating, and growing the business. Based on the “Summit 
of Awesome,” Hello Craft’s annual business conference, the 
book offers expert tips and invaluable advice from the most 
successful DIY crafters and artisans.

The Shabby Chic Home
If you’ve picked up some items you just had to have from a 
garage sale, have inherited some family pieces, or just have 
stashed away some things you would like to fi nd a way to 
use, fl ip through the pages of The Shabby Chic Home ($24.99, 
ReganBooks, 978-0-060-98768-8) — and be inspired. Rachel 
Ashwell, founder of the Shabby Chic line, teaches us how 
to fi nd the nooks and crannies in our own home, and then 
transform them into a comfortable, functional, meaningful, and 
beautifully designed home.

It’s Time for Preschool!
Esmé Codell — teacher, librarian, and award-winning author 
of books for children — explains the ins and outs of going to 
school in It’s Time for Preschool! ($15.99, Greenwillow, 978-0-
061-45518-6). School is new and there are many things to know, 
like sharing, clean-up, nap time, pick-up, and more. Codell’s 
calm explanations, paired with energetic illustrations by Sue 
Rama, help ease any fi rst-day jitters in this friendly, inviting 
picture book. Ages 2-5

Modern Family: The Book
What audiences, critics, and Emmy voters all love is how the 
writers and actors of the hit TV series Modern Family present 
family dilemmas in a new, fresh, and incredibly funny way. 
Every week, the families have something to learn. Sometimes 
it’s a lesson about parenting. Other times, it’s about marriage 
or getting along with your adult parents or your spouse’s 
parents. Each chapter in Modern Family: The Book ($15.99, 
Hyperion, 978-1-401-32475-9) will have an introduction written 
by a Modern Family character along with black-and-white 
illustrations. You’ll learn while you laugh. Avail. 9/4

Homemade Preserves & Jams
When it’s homemade, you know it’s fresh, nutritious — and 
made with love and care. With all of those wonderful fresh 
peaches, apples, and plums, why not learn to “put up” your own 
jars to savor at home and share with others? In easy steps, Mary 
Tregellas shows us how to make luscious jams, juicy jellies, tangy 
curds, tropical marmalades, aromatic chutneys, crunchy pickles, 
and more in Homemade Preserves & Jams ($24.99, Griffi n, 978-
1-250-00446-8). With literary quotes and a little bit of history, 
this book is practical as well as beautiful and entertaining. 

Susan Feniger’s Street Food
Susan Feniger is well-known for her three Border Grill 
restaurants and “Too Hot Tamales” Food Network show. 
Throughout her thirty-year food career, she has continually 
found inspiration in street food carts around the world. Now, 
in Susan Feniger’s Street Food ($27.50, Clarkson N. Potter, 978-
0-307-95258-5), she shows us how to re-create authentic fl avors 
back home. Susan shares her travel stories, shares tips for easy 
ingredient substitutions, and shows how to mix up our cooking 
repertoire with exciting new fl avors. A fabulous ‘must-have’ for 
all foodies!

Real Cause, Real Cure
It’s literally a pain to deal with nagging health issues that no 
single doctor can identify, let alone treat. For a big picture view 
of the primary causes of most of our health problems, look to 
Dr. Jacob Teitelbaum’s Real Cause, Real Cure ($18.99, Rodale, 
978-1-605-29202-1). Drawing on wisdom from both traditional 
and alternative medicine, Dr. Teitelbaum identifi es nine root 
causes of more than 50 common health problems — and steers 
us toward cost-effective, safe, and easy remedies. Get this book 
for anyone who wants to be free of needless prescriptions, 
doctor visits, and endless tests. Avail. 8/7

      Savoring 
          Life

“In a world increasingly moving beyond the speed of thought, remember to travel today at the speed of thoughtfulness.” 

— DailyGood.com



Always Open, Always Available, O� ering eBooks and 99¢ Shipping: www.mcleanandeakin.com.

YOUNG READERS 
BOOK CLUB

Beginning in the fall, McLean & Eakin is introduc-
ing an exciting new format for young readers.  The 
Young Readers Book Club for students in grades 4 
and 5 will meet twice a month after school from 3:45 
to 5:15 at the bookstore. The club will include lively 
discussion, a hands-on project and a nutritious snack. 
Watch for signup dates and book titles. Anyone with 
book suggestions may contact Martha Redcliffe at 
231-590-4519. Stay tuned for more information.

THE BOOK POD. 
SOMETHING NEW 
& REALLY COOL! 

You can get lost in the 
fun of it for a long time 
and get some great ideas 
for books to boot! It’s 
called The Book Pod – a 
weekly podcast designed 
to inspire and excite your 
love of reading. Just enter 
www.thebookpod.com and you’ll be entertained for 
as long as you want to visit the site.  
The whole idea was the brainchild of Matt Norcross, 
owner of McLean and Eakin, Booksellers. In the 
spring of 2012 Matt teamed up with former 
Radio DJ Nikki Lynn Devitt to create a podcast that 
catered to the book-loving audience. The weekly 
broadcast features book reviews, audio samples of 
books, industry news, book discussions and author 
interviews. As Matt says, “I’m a bit of a gadget nut 
and have hacked many a Nook and other devices. I 
like e-books but I still think it’s an inferior format 
to the physical book.” And Nikki Devitt explains, “I 
love that technology has given us e-books, but [I] still 
need my physical book-fi x all the time. The smell and 
feel of a book in your hands can not be duplicated, in 
my mind. After spending almost 10 years in radio, I 
have a fondness for the spoken word as well...” 
Read more about the two hosts on The Book Pod 
website, and hear some really good book reviews. 
With Matt’s knowledge of the book industry and 
Nikki’s experience in broadcasting, the partnership 
brings the listener a lot of good stuff!

Bess Bleyaert:  Heading Out to Wonderful 
by Robert Goolrick.
Heading Out to Wonderful is nothing 
short of perfect – beautifully dark, 
thrilling, and completely engrossing.
Wren Bianchi: The Name of the Star 
by Maureen Johnson. 
In this edge-of-your-seat thriller, Rory 
will learn the truth about the ghost 
that London police are looking for and 
discover her own shocking abilities. 
Cleverly written with an interesting 
topic. It was so good I read it out loud 
for my family.
Lily Buday:  Dust Girl by Sarah Zettel 
Dust Girl is an historical fairy tale that 
takes place during the Dust Bowl. 
When Callie LeRoux plays a piano for 
the fi rst time, she is led to the discovery 
that she may not be entirely human and 
is swept off into a journey through Dust 
Bowl Kansas to fi nd her father, prince 
of the Unseelie. Lyrically written and 
refreshingly different. 
Kat Crowley:  The Fault in Our Stars 
by John Green.
This book will make you laugh, even 
when you’re sobbing uncontrollably. It’s 
one of the best-written teen books I’ve 
ever read.
Samantha Duby: Gone Girl 
by Gillian Flynn.
I couldn’t put this book down. Flynn 
masterfully twists and turns this 
suspenseful plot without relying on 
standard ploys. You will be surprised 
again and again, and then once more.
Amy Kitscher: Darwen Arkwright and 
the Peregrine Pact by A.J. Hartley.
How does a mixed-race, recently 
orphaned, heavily accented British 
kid fi t in at his new private school in 
Atlanta, GA? By defeating the evil 
minions in an alternate universe that 
are trying to take over our world, of 
course.

Kirstyn Horan: Sisterhood Everlasting 
by Ann Brashares. 
It was an awesome and unexpected way 
to end the series (The Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants) that I grew up reading.
Karen Langs: A Good American 
by Alex George.
A big old-fashioned multigenerational 
novel full of unforgettable characters 
like Frederic and Jette, who migrate to 
American in the early 1900s. Funny, tender 
and poignant, their lives and the lives 
of their children slowly discover what it 
means to be an American.   
Karen McCue: Yes, Chef: A Memoir 
by Marcus Samuelsson.
For foodies or Food Network Channel 
junkies, this is a well-written memoir 
that reads like a novel. From his birth in 
Ethiopia and adoption by a Swedish family, 
the book traces Samuelsson’s life journey. 
Fascinating!
Jessilynn Norcross: Little Night 
by Luanne Rice.
A tender story with a tragic turn, when one 
sister takes the stand against another in a 
domestic violence case. 20 years later, her 
niece shows up at the condemned sister’s 
door.
Lynn Pines: Wonder by R.J. Palacio. 
A beautiful book about kindness, 
friendship, and family. While an “ordinary” 
kid on the inside, Auggie Pullman was born 
with severe facial abnormality. Humorous, 
heart wrenching and ultimately kindness-
affi rming, Wonder is a book everyone 
needs to read!
Hannah Stoppel: The Last Days of Old 
Beijing by Michael Meyer.
The Last Days of Old Beijing is the story 
of the author’s life in the historic hutong 
neighborhood of Beijing when China was 
systematically destroying  it in preparation 
for the 2008 Olympics. Humorous, 
touching and informative, I couldn’t put 
this book down.

FAVORITE 2012 SUMMER BOOKS FROM THE STAFF AT MCLEAN & EAKIN



8/1 Cottage Book Club reviews The Art of 
Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Philipp Sendker. 
10 am

8/1   **Summer Author Series, wine & cheese with 
Tim Wendel, reading, signing, Q & A for 
his new book, Summer of ‘68. 7-8 pm

8/3 McLean & Eakin 20th Anniversary 
Celebration Party. 6-9 pm. Stay tuned.

84    **Camp McLean & Eakin, week # 7, hands-
on activities. Ages 8 & up. Fee charged. 
10 am-Noon

8/6   **miniMondays! Story. Activity. Snacks. Ages 
3–5 accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

8/7   **Mysterious Benedict Society Meeting 
(Party). Puzzles. Games. Special Missions. 
2-3 pm

8/8  **Summer Author Series, wine & cheese with 
Jan-Phillip Sendker reading, signing, Q 
& A for his new book, The Art of Hearing 
Hearbeats. 7-8:30 pm

8/9  **Yellow Chair Series with author Michael 
Cosgrove. Interview, discussion, signing his 
memoir, Imperfect Passage. Wine & cheese. 
7-8:30 pm

8/10 Children’s Author Event with Shari 
Kitchen. Children’s acitivities & signing of 
Everybody Loves Coco. 1-3 pm

8/11 **Camp McLean & Eakin, week # 8, hands-
on activities. Ages 8 & up. Fee charged. 
10 am-Noon

8/13 **miniMondays! Story. Activity. Snack. Ages 
3–5 accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

8/15 Cottage Book Club reviews House of 
Prayer #2 by Mark Richard. 10 am

8/17 Author Bonnie Jo Campbell signs Once 
Upon a River. 1-3 pm

8/20 **miniMondays! Story. Activity. Snack. Ages 
3–5 accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

8/21 Evening Book Club reviews Bent Road by 
Lori Roy. 7 pm

8/24   *Booked for Lunch at Stafford’s Perry Hotel 
with author Amor Towles speaking about 
and signing Rules of Civility. Noon–2 pm $25

8/25 Local author Kathleen Irene Paterka signs 
her debut book, Fatty Patty: A James Bay 
Novel. 1-3 pm

8/27 **miniMondays! Story. Activity. Snack. Ages 
3–5 accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

8/31 Authors Connie Cobb & Jane Cardinal 
sign The Place Where the Crooked Tree Stood. 
1-3 pm

9/5 Cottage Book Club reviews The Art of 
Fielding by Chad Harbach. 10 am

9/10 Ethics Book Club reviews The Way of Jesus: 
Re-Forming Spiritual Communities in a Post-
Church Age by Toby Jones. 7 pm

9/18 Evening Book Club reviews The Marriage 
Plot by Jeffrey Eugenides. 7 pm

* Reservations Required/Fee may charged be for 
some events. Call for details.

** Reservations Requested/Free Event

Stafford’s Perry Hotel, Friday, August 24, Noon to 2 pm

Ticketed Event
Reservations Required
$25 per person
Available online or by calling 231-347-1180

TEACHERS, MARK YOUR CALENDARS. EDUCATORS DAY IS JUST AHEAD.
On Sunday, October 21 from 1:00-3:00 pm, McLean & Eakin is hosting their annual Educators Day. We’ll talk books, have some snacks, 
provide our usual hand-outs and even test your mettle with a few games. As always, there’ll be books galore and great conversations! Give us a call to sign up.

Join us as we welcome New York Times 
bestselling author Amor Towles as a guest at 
our Summer Event Series. Mr. Towles’s debut 
novel, RULES OF CIVILITY, was one of McLean 
& Eakin’s bestsellers in 2011. It tells the tale 
of an uncompromising twenty-fi ve-year-old, 
Katey Kontent. Wanting an ambitiously brighter 
future, Katey embarks on a journey to elevate 
herself from the Wall Street secretarial pool 
through the socially prominent New York City 
culture. Rules of Civility reached the bestseller 

lists of The New York Times, the 
Boston Globe and Los Angeles 
Times. The book was rated by 
The Wall Street Journal as one 
of the ten best works of fi ction 
in 2011. As Kirkus Reviews 
comments, “Named after 
George Washington’s book of 
moral and social codes, this 
novel documents with breezy intelligence and 
impeccable reserve the machinations of wealth 
and power at an historical moment that in some 
ways seems not so different from the current 
one.”

Born in 1964, Amor Towles is a graduate of Yale 
College and received an M.A. in English from 
Stanford University, where he was a Scowcroft 
Fellow. He is an ardent fan of early 20th century 
painting, 1950s jazz, 1970s cop shows, rock & 

roll on vinyl, manifestoes, breakfast pastries, 
pasta, liquor, snow-days, Tuscany, Provence, 
Disneyland, Hollywood, the cast of Casablanca, 
007, Captain Kirk, Bob Dylan (early, mid, 
and late phases), the wee hours, card games, 
cafés, and the cookies made by both of his 
grandmothers. He lives in Manhattan with his 
wife and two children. He is on the boards of the 
Library of America and the Yale Art Gallery. 

What’s Shakin’ at McLean & Eakin

BOOKED FOR LUNCH 
WITH BESTSELLING AUTHOR AMOR TOWLES

Bonnie Jo Campbell 
Once Upon a River 

Friday, August 17th, 1-3 pm

Connie Cobb & Jane Cardinal 
Place Where the Crooked Tree Stood 

Friday, August 31st, 1-3pm

THIS JUST IN! Two amazing children’s authors 
will be visiting this fall. AJ Hartley, author of 
Darwen Arkwright and the Peregrine Pact will 
visit on December 3rd and 4th to celebrate the 
second book in the series, Darwen Arkwright and 
the Insidious Bleck. And Lauren Oliver, author of 
Before I Fall and Liesl and Po will visit to celebrate 
her latest, The Spindlers on October 4th and 5th. 
More information to come!




