
The Beginner’s 
Goodbye
Crippled in his right arm and 
leg, Aaron spent his childhood 
fending off a sister who wants to 
manage him. So when he meets 
Dorothy, a plain, outspoken, self-
dependent young woman, she is like 
a breath of fresh air. Unhesitatingly 
he marries her, and they have a 
relatively happy, unremarkable marriage. Aaron works 
in the family’s publishing business, turning out titles that 
presume to guide beginners through the trials of life. 
But when a tree crashes into their house and Dorothy is 
killed, Aaron questions his own existence. Only Dorothy’s 
unexpected appearances from the dead help him begin 
to fi nd a way to say goodbye. Anne Tyler subtly explores 
loss and recovery, and pierces it throughout with humor, 
wisdom, and a penetrating look at human foibles in The 
Beginner’s Goodbye ($24.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-95727-6). 
Avail. 4/3

House of Velvet and Glass
Still reeling from the deaths of her mother and sister on 
the Titanic three years earlier, Sibyl Allston is living a life 
of quiet desperation with her taciturn father and scandal-
plagued brother in an elegant town 
house in Boston’s Back Bay. Trapped in 
a world over which she has no control, 
Sibyl looks for solace in the parlor of 
a table-turning medium. But when 
her brother is suddenly kicked out of 
Harvard under mysterious circumstances 
and falls under the sway of a strange 
young woman, Sibyl turns for help to an 
old fl ame, psychology professor Benton 
Derby. They soon realize that there 
may be something even more magical 
between them than a medium’s crystal 

ball. In The House of Velvet and 
Glass ($25.99, Hyperion, 978-1-
401-34091-9), Katherine Howe 

weaves together meticulous 
period detail, intoxicating 
romance, and a fi nal shocking 

twist that will leave you breathless.

Carry the One
In the hours following Carmen’s wedding reception, a car 
fi lled with stoned, drunk, and sleepy guests accidentally 
hits and kills a girl on a dark, country road. For the next 
twenty-fi ve years, those involved, including Carmen and her 
brother and sister, connect and disconnect and reconnect 
with each other and their victim through friendships and 
love affairs, marriage and divorce, parenthood, holidays, 
and the modest tragedies and joys of ordinary days. In 
Carry the One ($25, Simon & Schuster, 978-1-451-63688-8), 
Carol Anshaw shows how one life affects another and how 
those who thrive and those who self-destruct are closer to 
each other than we’d expect. Deceptively short and simple 
in its premise, this novel derives its power and appeal 
from the author’s beautifully precise use of language; her 
sympathy for her very recognizable, fl awed characters; and 
her persuasive belief in the transforming forces of time and 
love.
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Dear Booklover,
Spring is fi lled with reasons to be optimistic. No wonder 

so many people claim it as their most favorite season. In 
the bookselling world, spring also marks a few special 
occasions, National Poetry Month and now, World Book 
Night, both happening in April.

Did you know that Apollo is the god of both poetry and 
medicine? What a wonderful combination. It reminds us 
that reading poetry is good for us and in our busy lives 
today, who doesn’t need a reminder to take a few moments 
out to do something to refresh the spirit and remind us of 
what really matters in life? April is National Poetry Month, 
so we hope you’ll choose to pick up a book of poems and 
read something every day. For us, this healthy habit will 
continue long after the month has ended. Poetry is so very 
nourishing and very much alive.

This year, World Book Night crosses the Atlantic Ocean 
as the United States joins an effort fi rst started in the 
United Kingdom with one goal to spread the joy and love 
of reading. Publishers, book wholesalers, and others in the 
book industry have made it possible to give away tens of 
thousands of free books. Among the titles are The Glass 
Castle by Jeannette Walls, The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara 
Kingsolver, Stephen King’ s The Stand, Khaled Hosseini’s 
The Kite Runner, Kate DiCamillo’s Because of Winn-Dixie, 
and others we’ve all loved. Individuals around the country 
have signed up to be “givers” and will happily give away 
books at shelters, prisons, food pantries, literacy centers, 
and other places. We know that books can change lives, 
and we hope many lives are touched and changed by these 
stories. Those of us in the book community have another 
expectation … that word about World Book Night will 
remind everyone about the value of reading. While well-
funded technology companies spend millions of dollars 
promoting gadgets and electronic games that compete for 
our time and attention, we’d like the focus to be on books.

For us, this spring has a slogan all its own: practice 
random acts of reading. Celebrate spring, pick up something 
good to read, give books as gifts, savor a poem. We thank 
you for understanding what it means to be a reader and 
for making the commitment to shop locally. Come visit 
McLean & Eakin, Booksellers to see all of the great new 
books arriving each week. Enjoy the season!

� e Sta�  at McLean & Eakin

April Is National Poetry Month  
We couldn’t let April slip by without a reminder about poetry. Let’s face it, when 

it come to poetry, people seem to either love it, not get it, dislike it or just plain don’t 
care. Poetry can be funny, beautiful, thoughtful, ethereal, remote or deep. Here are two 
samples from a wonderful book for poetry lovers — in Association with the Library of 
Congress. The Poets Laureate Anthology is edited by Elizabeth Hun Schmidt. It includes 
forty-three United State Poets Laureate from the past seventy-fi ve years and  some of the 
worlds best poems and many new surprises.  

Another Spring 
by Kenneth Rexroth

The seasons revolve and the years change
With no assistance or supervision.
The moon, without taking thought,
Moves in its cycle, full, crescent, and full.

The white moon enters the heart of the
river;
The air is drugged with azalea blossoms;
Deep in the night a pine cone falls;
Our campfi re dies out in the empty 
mountains.

The sharp stars fl icker in the tremulous 
branches;
The lake is black, bottomless in the 
crystalline night;
High in the sky the Northern Crown
Is cut in half by the dim summit of a 
snow peak.

O heart, heart so singularly
Intransigent and corruptible,
Here we lie entranced by the starlit water,
And moments that should each last 
forever

Slide unconsciously by us like water.

Another Reason Why 
I Don’t Keep a Gun in 
the House 
by Billy Collins

The neighbors’ dog will not stop barking.
He is barking the same high, rhythmic bark
that he barks every time they leave the
house.
They must switch him on on their way out.

The neighbors’ dog will not stop barking.
I close all the windows in the house
and put on a Beethoven symphony full 
blast
but I can still hear him muffl ed under the 
music,
barking, barking, barking,

and now I can see him sitting in the 
orchestra,
his head raised confi dently as if Beethoven
had included a part for barking dog.

When the record fi nally ends he is still 
barking,
sitting there in the oboe section barking,
his eyes fi xed on the conductor who is
entreating him with his baton

while the other musicians listen in 
respectful
silence to the famous barking dog solo,
that endless coda that fi rst established
Beethoven as an innovative genius.
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Another Piece of My Heart
Andi has spent much of her adult life looking for the 
perfect man, and at thirty-seven, she’s fi nally found him. 
Ethan – divorced with two daughters, Emily and Sophia – is 
a devoted father and even better husband. Always hoping 
one day she would be a mother, Andi embraces the girls 
like they were her own. But in Emily’s eyes, Andi is an 
obstacle to her father’s love, and Emily will do whatever it 
takes to break her down. Bestselling author Jane Green’s 
latest, Another Piece of My Heart ($25.99, St. Martin’s, 978-
0-312-59182-3), leaves both Andi and Emily standing at 
a crossroad in their lives and illuminates the nuances and 
truths about relationships.

The Dog Who Danced
If there’s been a theme in Justine Meade’s life, it’s loss – her 
mother, her home, even her son. The one bright spot in 
her loss-fi lled life, the partner she could always count on, 
was Mack, her gray and black Sheltie – that is, until she is 
summoned back to her childhood home after more than 
twenty years away. Susan Wilson follows her bestselling 
heartbreaker One Good Dog with The Dog Who Danced 
($24.99, St. Martin’s, 978-0-312-67499-1).

The Book of Jonas
Stephen Dau’s debut novel, The Book of Jonas ($24.95, Blue 
Rider Press, 978-0-399-15845-2), is about a fi fteen-year-old 
Muslim war orphan who is sent to America to assimilate 
after the soldier who saved him disappears. When Jonas 
meets the soldier’s mother, a shocking and painful secret 
gradually surfaces from the past. The Book of Jonas is about 
memory, about the terrible choices made during war, and 
about what happens when foreign disaster appears at our 
own doorstep.

The Healing
Troubled by his wife’s disturbing mental state and 
concerned about a mysterious plague that is sweeping 
through the plantation in the pre-Civil War South, Master 
Satterfi eld purchases a slavewoman named Polly, known 
as a healer. But the master gets more than he bargained 
for when Polly’s sharp tongue and troubling predictions 
cause unrest throughout the plantation. The Healing ($26, 
Nan Talese, 978-0-385-53467-3), by Jonathan Odell, is a 
story that you won’t want to put down – and can’t wait to 
recommend once you’ve fi nished.

The Gilly Salt Sisters
At the Gilly family salt farm on Cape Cod, sisters Jo and 
Claire are as different as can be. The community half-
suspects them to be witches, but that doesn’t stop the 
town’s wealthiest bachelor from forcing his way into their 
lives. Years go by … alliances change, old loves return, and 
new battle lines are drawn. The Gilly Salt Sisters ($24.99, 
Grand Central, 978-0-446-19423-5), by Tiffany Baker, is a 
magic-tinged tale of dreams, family secrets, and betrayals. 

The Folded Earth
Maya is a young widow trying to escape her complicated 
past by teaching school in a secluded mountain village in 
the foothills of the Himalayas. In the evenings she teaches a 
peasant girl, Charu, to write so she can correspond with her 
lover in secret. In The Folded Earth ($15, Free Press, 978-
1-451-63333-7), Anuradha Roy teaches us in a witty and 
profound way that no refuge is remote enough to keep out 
the modern world.

Gossip
At the heart of Gossip ($25.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-061-
93142-0) is Lovie French, owner of a small, high-end dress 
shop who knows everyone’s secrets and manages them 
as wisely as she can. Beth Gutcheon’s new novel is a tale 
of intimacy and betrayal, trust and fi delity, friendship, 
competition, and motherhood, where she explores the 
myriad ways we use and abuse “information” about others 
– be it true, false, or imagined – to sustain, and occasionally 
destroy, one another.

Original
Paperback
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Tender & Troubled Relationships

“There is no remedy for love but to love more.”
— Henry David Thoreau
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   History &
     Mystery 

The Book of Lost Fragrances
Jac L’Etoile, heir to a storied French perfume company, has 
always been haunted by the past. When her brother hints at an 
earth-shattering discovery in the family archives – a fragrance 
created in the days of Cleopatra that unlocks the mysteries of 
reincarnation – and then suddenly goes missing, Jac is plunged 
into a world she thought she’d left behind. The Book of Lost 
Fragrances ($24, Atria, 978-1-451-62130-3), by M.J. Rose, is a 
suspenseful tale of secrets, intrigue, and lovers separated by 
time.

The Gods of Gotham
Timothy Wilde was one of the fi rst to join New York City’s newly 
minted police force in 1845. When a young girl tells him she 
knows where dozens of bodies are buried, it becomes evident that 
a serial killer, hoping to arouse anti-Irish sentiment, is at work. 
Even before you fi nish Lyndsay Faye’s new thriller, The Gods of 
Gotham ($25.95, Amy Einhorn, 978-0-399-15837-7) – fi rst in a 
series – you’ll be looking forward to the sequel.

The White Pearl
Connie Thornton’s life as a dutiful wife of a British rubber 
plantation owner in colonial Malaya is turned upside down when 
the Japanese invade in 1941. Connie and her family fl ee on their 
yacht, White Pearl; increasingly fearful and short of food, they 
are taken over by pirates. When they rescue a downed Japanese 
pilot, Connie discovers a new kind of freedom and a dangerous 
yet exhilarating love. The White Pearl ($15, Berkley, 978-0-425-
24100-4), by Kate Furnivall, is an engrossing historical action 
story.

The Unruly Passions of Eugenie R.
Love, war, and commerce converge in The Unruly Passions of 
Eugenie R. ($26, HMH, 978-0-547-55309-2), Carole DeSanti’s lush, 
epic story of a woman who follows her love to Paris, only to fi nd 
herself marooned, pregnant, and penniless. Set around France’s 
Second Empire, where absinthe, prostitution, vast wealth, and 
cataclysmic social upheaval abound, this novel delicately explores 
the contrary requirements of a woman’s survival.

An American Spy
Olen Steinhauer, considered the best espionage writer in a 
generation, follows his previous bestsellers The Tourist and 
The Nearest Exit with An American Spy ($25.99, Minotaur, 
978-0-312-62289-3). When Milo Weaver’s former CIA boss 
uses one of his compromised aliases to travel to London – 
and then disappears – Milo can’t help but search for him. As 
a plot to take out his own clandestine department unfolds, we 
learn who is pulling the strings and who is being played.

Elegy for Eddie
Whether you’re already a fan of Maisie Dobbs or meeting 
Jacqueline Winspear’s sleuth for the fi rst time, you’ll enjoy 
Elegy for Eddie ($25.99, Harper, 978-0-062-04957-5). Maisie’s 
investigation into the brutal killing of a street peddler takes 
her from the working-class neighborhoods of her childhood 
into 1933 London’s highest circles of power, and leads her 
into the gathering storm of World War II. The intrigue will 
have you questioning whether the ends really do justify the 
means.

The Professionals
Four college friends, caught in a terrible job market, fi nd that 
kidnapping wealthy men for ransom is an effi cient, low-risk 
plan … until they kidnap the wrong man. Now the FBI and 
an organized-crime outfi t looking for payback are both after 
them. Owen Laukkanen’s debut, The Professionals ($25.95, 
Putnam, 978-0-399-15789-9), is a page-turner fi lled with 
twists, surprises, and memorably complex characters.

The Inquisitor
Geiger is an unlikely protagonist in Mark Allen Smith’s 
new thriller, The Inquisitor ($27, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-
09426-8). He is a professional torturer, whose clients – large 
corporations, mob bosses, and the U.S. government – count 
on him to extract the truth from even the most reluctant 
subjects. When a client demands that Geiger interrogate a 
12-year-old boy, Geiger rescues him instead, and fi nds himself 
the target of a ruthless adversary as a result. The Inquisitor 
will have you locked in a room for days!

Original
Paperback

“The true mystery of the world is the 
visible, not the invisible.”

— Oscar Wilde
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Obsidian Blade
After thirteen-year-old Tucker Feye’s parents disappear, 
he suspects that the strange disks of shimmering air 
that he keeps seeing are somehow involved, and when 
he steps inside of one he is whisked on a time-twisting 
journey trailed by a shadowy sect of priests and haunted by 
ghostlike fi gures. Kicking off a riveting sci-fi  trilogy with The 
Obsidian Blade ($16.99, Candlewick, 978-0-763-65403-0), 
National Book Award winner Pete Hautman plunges us 
into a world where time is a tool — and the question is, who 
will control it? Ages 12-17. Avail. 4/10

Fear
Within the FAYZ, life breaks down as the Darkness takes 
over, literally turning the dome-world of the FAYZ entirely 
black. Even in the bleakest moments, a will to survive and 
a desire to care for those they love endures in this ravaged 
band, no matter the cost. But in darkness, the worst fears 
of all emerge. Fear ($17.99, Katherine Tegen, 978-0-061-
44915-4), the fi fth book in Michael Grant’s Gone series, is a 
page-turning saga of survival. Ages 12-17. Avail. 4/3

Hold Me Closer, Necromancer
Sam leads a pretty normal life until a fast food prank 
brings him to the attention of Douglas, a creepy guy with 
an intense violent streak. It turns out that Douglas is a 
necromancer who raises the dead for cash and sees potential 
in Sam. Then Sam discovers he’s a necromancer too, but 
with strangely latent powers. You’ll laugh through Hold Me 
Closer, Necromancer ($9.99, Square Fish, 978-0-312-67437-3), 
an outrageous supernatural adventure by Lish McBride. 
Ages 14-19. Avail. 5/8

Steve Jobs
Inventor. Visionary. Genius. Adopted. Dropout. Rejected. 
Steve Jobs was the founder of Apple, and he was all these 
things. Read about an amazing (yet complicated) man who 
changed the world with his love for science and technology in 
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different ($8.99, Feiwel & 
Friends, 978-1-250-01445-0) by Karen Blumenthal. Ages 12-17

When I Was a Child I Read Books
Widely respected and bestselling author Marilynne Robinson 
has built a sterling reputation not only as a writer of sharp, 
subtly moving prose, but also as a rigorous thinker and incisive 
essayist. In When I Was a Child I Read Books ($24, FSG, 978-0-
374-29878-4), she returns to the themes which have preoccupied 
her work: the role of faith in modern life, the inadequacy of 
fact, the contradictions inherent in human nature. Clear-eyed 
and forceful as ever, Booklist proclaims Robinson’s essays 
“beautifully reasoned with gravitas and grace.” 

Reading My Father
Alexandra Styron, daughter of Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novelist William Styron, was raised under both the halo of 
her father’s brilliance and the long shadow of his troubled 
mind. William Styron was a fascinating and diffi cult man 
whose own memoir, Darkness Visible, searingly chronicled 
his midlife battle with major depression. Reading My Father 
($15, Scribner, 978-1-416-59181-8) is a tale of a daughter’s 
love and her own coming-of-age, beautifully written, with 
humor, understanding, and grace.

Young  Adult    
                   Reads

Powerful &   
     Poetic Words

Everyday People
National Book Critics Circle award-winner Albert Goldbarth 
marvels at the world around us (while we’re busy sorting glass 
from plastic) in his new collection of poetry, Everyday People 
($18, Graywolf Press, 978-1-555-97603-3). Casting a wide 
net — from pop culture, history, archeology, and the natural 
world — Goldbarth explores simple truths: people fall in and 
out of love, grow old, die, and hope to be remembered. A 
packed collection about the fullness of everyday life. 

The Deleted World
Winner of the 2011 Nobel Prize for Literature, Tomas 
Tranströmer is a writer of international stature whose work 
speaks of the thresholds of light and of water, the boundaries 
between man and nature, wakefulness and dream. His 
collection of poetry in The Deleted World ($13, FSG, 978-
0-374-53353-3) is rooted in experience, with extraordinary 
images exposing something sudden, mysterious, and 
unforgettable. 

April is National Poetry Month

Now In
Paperback
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Piggy Bunny
Most piglets want to be pigs when they grow up. Not Liam. 
He wants to be a bunny. Even if it takes a lot of practice to 
learn how to hop . . . and to eat salad. With a little help from 
his grandma, Liam is determined to make his dream come 
true. For little ones who put on a cape or a tutu, who dream 

of being someone or something different, Piggy Bunny ($14.99, 
Feiwel & Friends, 978-0-312-64988-3) by Rachel Vail and illustrated by Jeremy 
Tankard offers a reassuring and fun opportunity to believe in themselves. Not 
only a great addition to an Easter basket, but fun reading all year long! Ages 3-6

Boy and Bot
One day, a boy and a robot meet in the woods. They play. 
They have fun. But when Bot gets switched off, Boy thinks 
he’s sick. The usual remedies — applesauce, reading a story 
— don’t help, so Boy tucks Bot in, then falls asleep. Bot is 
worried when he powers on and fi nds his friend powered 
off. He takes Boy home with him and tries all his remedies: 
oil, reading an instruction manual. Nothing revives the 
malfunctioning Boy! Find out if the Inventor can fi x him in 
Boy and Bot ($16.99, Knopf, 978-0-375-86756-9), a sweet and funny story by Ame 
Dyckman and illustrated by Dan Yaccarino. Ages 3-6. Avail. 4/10 

Silly Doggy
When Lily looks out of her bedroom window, she fi nds 
the best surprise ever: her very own lost dog! But she 
isn’t quite normal, because she’s actually a lost, lovable 
bear! Nevertheless, Lily and Doggy quickly become fast 
friends. Sure Doggy doesn’t eat his dog food, can’t do 
any dog tricks, and never ever does what Lily tells him, 
but this rambunctious “pup” still steals Lily’s heart. 
Join Lily and her brand new pet in Silly Doggy ($16.99, 

Orchard, 978-0-545-37323-4), a fun and silly tale by Adam Stower. Ages 3-6. 
Avail. 4/1

Penny and Her Song
One of our most favorite author/illustrators, Kevin Henkes, 
returns with a precious story of a little mouse girl who 
feels the urgent need to belt out the new song she heard in 
school. Her Mama and Papa want her to wait for fear she’ll 
wake up the babies, but she tries and tries, eager for some 
attention. Caldecott Award winner Henkes (who also 
brought us Lily, Owen, Chrysanthemum, and Wemberly) returns 
with Penny and Her Song ($12.99, Greenwillow, 978-0-062-08195-7), a delightful 
story about how families make memories at unexpected moments. Ages 4-8

All for Me and None for All
Gruntly is a real hog, and the other animals are tired of his 
greediness, but when he gets mixed up on a treasure hunt 
and is the last to reach the prize, Gruntly begins to realize 
the value of kindness and sharing. Bestselling duo Helen 
Lester and Lynn Minsinger (Tacky the Penguin) deliver a 
hilarious (and valuable) new storybook in All for Me and 

None for All ($16.99, HMH, 978-0-547-68834-3). Ages 4-7. Avail. 4/3

It’s Milking Time
As the sun sets over the fi elds, a little girl and her father begin the evening 
milking. They work side by side, fanning out beds of 
straw, bringing in the cows, and hooking up the milking 
machines. The fresh dairy product isn’t just for them — 
other families will buy their milk, butter, and cheese at 
stores and farmers’ markets near and far, connecting the 
little girl’s farm to the world beyond. A poetic story by 
Phyllis Alsdurf with Steve Johnson and Lou Fancher’s 
exquisite illustrations, It’s Milking Time ($16.99, Random 
House, 978-0-375-86911-2) is a perfect story to read 
aloud together. Ages 5-8. Avail. 4/24

  April is National Poetry Mon� 
Poem Runs
From the fi rst pitch to the last out and all nine innings 
between, Douglas Florian’s collection of baseball poems 
brings wordplay, wit, and laughter to America’s springtime 
tradition. Featuring a mean-armed pitcher, a daisy-picking 
right fi elder, and a lightning-swift base stealer, Poem Runs 
(16.99, Harcourt, 978-0-547-68838-1) combines irresistible 

language and child-friendly, bold illustration style in this celebration of the 
magic of baseball. Ages 6-9. Avail. 4/3

The Art of Miss Chew
Beloved artist Patricia Polacco describes how a teacher 
named Miss Chew encourages individuality, accepts 
learning differences, and helps a young student with 
academic diffi culties get extra time to take tests and 
permission to be in advanced art classes. Inspired by 
Polacco’s memories of her art teacher, The Art of Miss 
Chew ($17.99, Putnam, 978-0-399-25703-2), shows just 
how important a teacher can be in a child’s life. Ages 6-9.

Silly Doggy
When Lily looks out of her bedroom window, she fi nds 
the best surprise ever: her very own lost dog! But she 
isn’t quite normal, because she’s actually a lost, lovable isn’t quite normal, because she’s actually a lost, lovable 
bear! Nevertheless, Lily and Doggy quickly become fast bear! Nevertheless, Lily and Doggy quickly become fast bear! Nevertheless, Lily and Doggy quickly become fast 
friends. Sure Doggy doesn’t eat his dog food, can’t do 

All for Me and None for All
Gruntly is a real hog, and the other animals are tired of his 
greediness, but when he gets mixed up on a treasure hunt 
and is the last to reach the prize, Gruntly begins to realize 

Poem Runs
From the fi rst pitch to the last out and all nine innings 
between, Douglas Florian’s collection of baseball poems 
brings wordplay, wit, and laughter to America’s springtime 
tradition. Featuring a mean-armed pitcher, a daisy-picking 

brought us Lily, Owen, Chrysanthemum, and Wemberly) returns brought us Lily, Owen, Chrysanthemum, and Wemberly) returns 

Fostering the Love of Reading
Piggy BunnyPiggy Bunny
Most piglets want to be pigs when they grow up. Not Liam. 
He wants to be a bunny. Even if it takes a lot of practice to 
learn how to hop . . . and to eat salad. With a little help from 
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Explore, Escape, Read!
Ruby Redfort Look Into My Eyes
Ruby, a genius code-cracker and daring detective, along 
with her sidekick butler, Hitch, work for a secret crime-
busting organization called Spectrum. Ruby gets into lots 
of scrapes with evil villains, but she’s always ice-cool in 
a crisis. Just take a classic screwball comedy, add heaps 
of breathtaking action, and multiply it by Lauren Child’s 
writing genius, and what have you got? Only the most 
exciting new series since…like, ever. Begin now with Ruby 
Redfort Look Into My Eyes ($16.99, Candlewick, 978-0-763-
65120-6). Ages 9-12

The Bell Bandit
Siblings Evan and Jessie must solve the mystery of a 
missing cherished family treasure while coming to terms 
with their beloved grandmother’s unsettling behavior. 
The third book in the Lemonade War series by Jacqueline 
Davies, The Bell Bandit ($15.99, HMH, 978-0-547-56737-2) 
is fi lled with a clever blend of humor and intrigue. Ages 
8-10. Avail. 5/1

Temple Grandin
When Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew that 
she was different. Years later she was diagnosed with 
autism. While Temple’s doctor recommended a hospital, 
her mother took Temple to school instead. Today, Dr. 
Temple Grandin is a scientist and professor of animal 
science. Complete with photos, Temple Grandin: How 
the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed 
the World ($17.99, HMH, 978-0-547-44315-7), by Sy 
Montgomery, is a remarkable story that takes us inside 
her extraordinary mind and opens the door to a broader 
understanding of autism. Ages 10-13. Avail. 4/3

The False Prince
Sage, an orphaned thief, is one of four boys chosen to 
participate in a lethal contest. After being plucked from 
the streets by a nobleman named Connor, Sage learns that 
Connor plans to choose one of the orphans to impersonate 
a long-lost prince in the hopes of averting a civil war. The 
False Prince ($17.99, Scholastic, 978-0-545-28413-4) is 
the fi rst book in a brand new trilogy by Jennifer Nielsen 
packed with danger, deceit, and hidden identities. Ages 10-
13. Avail. 4/1

Chomp
When the diffi cult star of the reality television show 
“Expedition Survival” disappears while fi lming an episode 
in the Florida Everglades using animals from the wildlife 
refuge run by Wahoo Crane’s family, Wahoo and classmate 
Tuna Gordon set out to fi nd him while avoiding Tuna’s 
gun-happy father. Carl Hiaasen’s Chomp ($16.99, Knopf, 
978-0-375-86842-9) is one wild and wacky adventure you 
won’t want to put down! Ages 10-14

Forge
In this compelling sequel to Chains, acclaimed author 
Laurie Halse Anderson shifts perspective from Isabel to 
Curzon and brings to the page the tale of what it takes 
for runaway slaves to forge their own paths in a world of 
obstacles — and in the midst of the American Revolution. 
Anderson’s masterful storytelling offers “cinematic sense 
of history” in Forge ($6.99, Atheneum, 978-1-416-96145-1), 
a story of friendship, love, politics, and liberty. Ages 10-13 
Avail. 4/24    

Whisper
This time, Riley Bloom might really have bitten off more 
than she’s ready for. After practically begging the Council 
for a more challenging Soul Catch, she is assigned an actual 
Roman gladiator — Theocoles, the Pillar of Doom. How 
is Riley, a skinny 12-year-old, supposed to get through to 
him? Riley, an imperfect, likable girl will sweep you away 
to her faraway land in Whisper ($7.99, Square Fish, 978-0-
312-64156-6) by Alyson Noel. Ages 9-12. Avail. 4/24

The Search for Wondla
When a marauder destroys the underground sanctuary 
that Eva Nine was raised in by the robot Muthr, the twelve-
year-year-old girl is forced to fl ee aboveground. Eva Nine 
is searching for anyone else like her: she knows that other 
humans exist because of an item she treasures — a scrap of 
cardboard on which is depicted a young girl, an adult, and 
a robot, with the strange word “Wondla.” Tony DiTerlizzi’s 
totally original space-age adventure, The Search for Wondla 
($8.99, S&S, 978-1-416-98311-8), is a richly illustrated story 
about our wish for a place to belong.  Ages 10-14.  Avail. 
4/24 (A Hero for Wondla is scheduled for release on May 
8th.) 
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   Fascinating     
          Lives

The Great Northern Express
Several months before bestselling novelist Howard 
Frank Mosher turned sixty-fi ve, he learned that he had 
prostate cancer. Following forty-six intensive radiation 
treatments, Mosher set out alone in his twenty-year-
old Chevy Celebrity on a 20,000-mile sojourn and 
book tour across America. The Great Northern Express 
($25, Crown, 978-0-307-45069-2) chronicles Mosher’s 
escapades with an astonishing array of erudite 
bibliophiles, homeless hitchhikers, country crooners 
and strippers, and aspiring writers of all circumstances 
to discover what he loved enough to live for. 

The Best Advice I Ever Got
Katie Couric distills hard-won insights from more than 
95 of America’s best-known personalities and refl ects on 
the shared wisdom – and occasional missteps – that have 
guided her from those early days as a desk assistant at 
ABC to her groundbreaking work as a broadcast 
journalist in The Best Advice I Ever Got ($15, 
Random House, 978-0-812-98258-9).  This is a 
rich collection of writings about life — success 
and happiness, how to take chances, follow one’s passions, 
overcome adversity and inertia, commit to something 
greater than ourselves, and more. 

Crossing the Borders of Time
A sweeping account of one Jewish family’s escape from 
the turmoil of war-torn Europe, Crossing the Borders 
of Time ($29.95, Other Press, 978-1-590-51496-2) 
hangs upon the intimate and deeply personal story of 
Leslie Maitland’s mother’s passionate romance with a 
Catholic Frenchman. Separated by war and her family’s 
disapproval, the young lovers — Janine and Roland — 
lose each other for fi fty years. With investigative skills 
and a devotion to her mother, Maitland traced the lost 
Roland and was able to reunite him with Janine. Avail. 
4/17

The King’s Mistresses
The Mancini sisters, Marie and Hortense, were born in 
Rome, brought to the court of Louis XIV of France at 
Versailles, and strategically married off by their uncle, 
Cardinal Mazarin, to secure his political power base. 
Marie and Hortense, however, had another lifestyle 
in mind altogether.  Elizabeth Goldsmith’s The King’s 
Mistresses ($26.99, PublicAffairs, 978-1-586-48889-5) 
is the absorbing, little-known story of two pioneering 
free spirits who refused to be constrained by the morals, 
mores, and hypocrisies of their age. Avail. 4/3

Why Be Happy When You 
Could Be Normal?
Bestselling and revered novelist Jeanette Winterson 
opens her life’s work to fi nd happiness in a telling 
memoir. Filled with stories – like being locked out of 
her home to sit on the doorstep all night to living with 
a religious zealot disguised as a mother who has two 
sets of false teeth and a revolver in the dresser, waiting 
for Armageddon – Why Be Happy When You Could Be 
Normal? ($25, Grove, 978-0-802-12010-6) is a tough-
minded search for belonging — for love, identity, 
home, and a mother.

Let’s Pretend This Never Happened
For fans of Tina Fey and David Sedaris, Internet star 
Jenny Lawson (aka The Bloggess), makes her literary 
debut. Lawson realized that the most mortifying 
moments of our lives — the ones we’d like to pretend 
never happened — are in fact the ones that defi ne us. 
In Let’s Pretend This Never Happened ($25.95, Amy 
Einhorn, 978-0-399-15901-5), she takes us on a hilarious 
journey recalling her bizarre upbringing in rural Texas, 
her devastatingly awkward high school years, and her 
relationship with her long-suffering husband, Victor. 
Avail. 4/17

A Natural Woman
Iconic singer/songwriter Carole King is one of the 
world’s most acclaimed musical talents. From her album 
“Tapestry”, which remained on the charts for over six 
years, to experiences as a daughter, wife and mother, 
A Natural Woman ($27.95, Grand Central, 978-1-455-
51261-4) chronicles one of music’s must successful and 
fascinating stars. Avail. 4/10

New In
Paperback!

“My life has been a tapestry of rich and royal hue, 
an everlasting vision of the ever changing view”

— Carole King, “Tapestry”
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Until Tuesday
During two tours in Iraq, Captain Luis Montalvan survived 
stab wounds, a traumatic brain injury, and three fractured 
vertebrae. The pressures of his physical injuries, agoraphobia, 
and crippling PTSD proved more than he could endure. That’s 
when he met Tuesday, a highly trained service dog who became 
his constant companion. Until Tuesday ($14.99, Hyperion, 978-
1-401-31075-2) tells the unforgettable story of how these two 
wounded warriors found salvation in each other — and became 
best friends for life. Avail. 4/10

Trip of the Tongue
Though we’re known as a nation of English speakers, the 
linguistic map of the United States is hardly monochromatic. 
There is Basque in Nevada, Arabic in Detroit, Gullah in South 
Carolina. We speak European, Asian, and American Indian 
languages; we speak creole, jargon, and pidgin. Elizabeth Little 
is a witty and endearing tour guide in Trip of the Tongue ($25, 
Bloomsbury, 978-1-596-91656-2), an amazing exploration of 
American multiculturalism, what we value, what we fi ght for, 
and what we allow ourselves to forget.

The Best Places for Everything
Travel isn’t just about the destination — it’s about the 
experience. Where will you travel next? Bestselling author and 
travel expert Peter Greenberg shares more than two decades 
of his own worldwide travel expertise to help you fi nd the ideal 
places to enjoy the moment. How about taking a tango class or 
camping on safari? Perhaps you’d like to take a cheese-making 
class or go truffl e hunting? Explore the possibilities in The Best 
Places for Everything ($19.99, Rodale, 978-1-609-61829-2). Avail. 
5/8 

To a Mountain in Tibet
Colin Thubron journeys to the holiest mountain on earth, 
the solitary peak of Kailas in Tibet, sacred to one-fi fth of 
humankind in To a Mountain in Tibet ($15.99, HarperPerennial, 
978-0-061-76827-9). In the wake of his mother’s death and the 
loss of his family, Thubron writes a deeply moving, elegantly 
written, intimate, and heartrendingly eloquent travel memoir. 
There’s little surprise this bestseller has been called a “dazzling 
masterpiece.”

Abundance
Listen to the mass media news and it’s hard not to imagine that 
humanity is not in one huge downward spiral. Yet research 
conducted by Peter Diamandis and Steven Kotler point to a 
different future – one of abundance – where the combination 
of new technologies, people, and capital will help address some 
of the world’s greatest challenges. The result is better lives 
for millions of people around the world. Look to Abundance: 
The Future Is Better Than You Think ($26.99, Free Press, 978-1-
451-61421-3) for a glimpse into the possibilities for a greater 
tomorrow.  

Local Dollars, Local Sense
Local economy pioneer Michael Shuman shows investors, 
including the nearly 99% who are unaccredited, how to put 
their money into building local businesses and resilient regional 
economies and profi t in the process. A revolutionary toolbox 
for personal and social change, Local Dollars, Local Sense 
($17.95, Chelsea Green, 978-1-603-58343-5) is a fascinatingly 
rich resource on protecting your own fi nancial future — and 
that of your community.

iDisorder
If you’ve found yourself relying more and more on your 
smartphone, iPad or other electronic gadget, you’re not alone. 
Technology is penetrating society, but also bringing new 
symptoms of psychological disorders like stress, compulsive 
need to check in with your devices, sleeplessness. Dr. Larry 
Rosen, expert on the psychology of technology, explains how 
“iDisorder” changes your brain’s ability to process information 
and your ability to relate to the world. Since technology won’t 
be going away, Dr. Rosen’s iDisorder ($25, Palgrave, 978-0-230-
11757-0) will help us understand the obsession with technology 
and overcome its grip on our lives.   

   Our World,   
           Near & Far New In

Paperback!

New In
Paperback!

“We need to invest in ourselves — our families, our talents, our own homes — and enjoy the rewards. And then, if we 
still have extra dollars, we need to invest in local businesses we know and we trust, so that our families, our neighbors, 
and our communities become our true sources of wealth.”

— Michael Shuman, Local Dollars, Local Sense
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The Tuscan Sun Cookbook
Frances Mayes’s bestselling Under the Tuscan Sun introduced us 
to her artful life in Cortona, Italy, renovating a country home 
and gathering around the table. What was she serving? Now 
we can fi nd out her favorite dishes in The Tuscan Sun Cookbook: 
Recipes from Our Italian Kitchen ($29.99, Clarkson Potter, 978-
0-307-88528-9). Pour yourself a glass of Chianti, settle in to visit 
Tuscany from the comfort of your home, and plan some of your 
next meals.

Food Network Magazine 1,000 Easy Recipes
The Food Network Kitchen dishes out another fabulous 
collection with more than 400 pages fi lled with recipes, photos, 
and new tips in Food Network Magazine 1,000 Easy Recipes: Super 
Fun Food for Every Day ($24.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-31074-5). 
Based on their signature pull-out booklets of 50 extra-short 
recipes, here you’ll fi nd even more recipes at your fi ngertips.

Bringing Up Bébé
Why is it that French children are so well behaved? With a 
notebook stashed in her diaper bag, Pamela Druckerman, a 
former reporter for The Wall Street Journal, sets out to learn 
the secrets to raising a society of good little sleepers, gourmet 
eaters, and reasonably relaxed parents. Released in France as 
French Children Don’t Throw Food, Bringing Up Bébé ($25.95, 
Penguin Press, 978-1-594-20333-6) observes the differences in 
philosophies and Druckerman discovers that children — even 
her own — are capable of feats she’d never imagined. 

Everyday Flowers
If you love using cuttings from the yard, picking up fl owers 
from the farmers market, or stopping by the local fl orist to see 
what’s fresh, you’ll fi nd ideas and techniques from Paula Pryke 
in Everyday Flowers ($34.95, Rizzoli, 978-0-847-83715-1) to 
enhance and enrich the home each and every day. Her lovely 
touch will show you how to use lush foliage, branches, and 
other gifts of the garden to make your fl oral decorations even 
more interesting.

Ordinary Sacred
Each day, there is hidden beauty waiting to be discovered, 
if we can unclutter our thoughts to really see — and feel. In 
Ordinary Sacred ($14, New World Library, 978-1-608-68077-1), 
a beautifully written collection by Kent Nerburn, we learn how 
to become true artists of the ordinary, and our life becomes a 
masterpiece, painted in the colors of the heart. This is a gentle 
nudge to uncover what lies beneath the surface of everyday life 
— offering glimpses into the grace of ordinary days.

Love Has Wings
It’s so easy to get caught in the storms of modern life — the 
monotony of the daily grind or uncertainty in a world in crisis. 
Even in these unsettling moments, Isha Judd suggests we can 
change our perspective to allow love, joy, peace, and acceptance 
into our lives. In Love Has Wings ($14.95, New World Library, 
978-1-608-68121-1), she shows us how to become aware of 
negative powers at play and direct our thoughts to diminish 
their negative effects. This is a wonderful gift for anyone ready 
to expand the moments of life, love, and personal success. 
Avail. 4/10

Weeknights with Giada
Giada De Laurentiis, like most parents, wants nothing more 
than to sit down for a home-cooked dinner with her husband, 
Todd, and their daughter, Jade. One of America’s most-loved 
culinary stars, Giada is at her most inventive and her most laid-
back in Weeknights with Giada ($35, Clarkson Potter, 978-0-307-
45102-6), offering dishes that come together quickly and can 
stand alone as main courses. You’ll fi nd Giada’s go-to recipes 
and the secrets in her repertoire — as she welcomes us into her 
home to celebrate food as part of our everyday lives.

    Beauty & 
  Contentment 
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Wanna Know How I Started Writing?
 by Wade Rouse

I made the horrifi c mistake at my rural middle school talent contest of singing 
“Delta Dawn” (while holding a faded rose, mind you) to a crowd that made the 
boys from Deliverance look like the Walton brothers. I was booed offstage.

I ran, stage left, directly at my mother and began to yell. “How could you let me 
humiliate myself like that?”

“You were only being true to yourself,” she said. “And no one should ever stand 
in the way of such honesty, or such fearlessness.”

She then presented me with a little, leather writing journal and a copy of Erma 
Bombeck’s At Wit’s End and said, “You will need both of these to make sense of 
your world.”

Writing – and humor – not only helped me make sense of the world but they 
saved my life.

Roughly eight years ago, I began writing my fi rst memoir, America’s Boy. Check 
that: I actually started it as a novel, as I was too afraid to tell my own story of 
growing up in the Ozarks. Luckily, I had a muse, an editor, a critic and a believer 
in the form of my partner, Gary. After reading what I had written, he said: “It 
sounds nothing like you.” I was crushed. But it was just what I needed to hear.

There was a point – fi nally, a point – as I sat with my feet in the creek at my fam-
ily cabin in the Ozarks when I was simply writing. Not thinking, writing. Writing 
as I had – before fear – when my mom gave me that writing journal.

And everything simply clicked. My voice, my humor, my tone, my narrative 
fl owed from my soul. I wasn’t writing any longer. It was my writing. The transition 
from Wade the person to Wade the writer was seamless because I fi nally was able 
to overcome the fears that had shackled me my whole life.  

I believe that if you have a unique voice, discernible talent, an incredible work 
ethic, amazing professionalism, skin of steel, a heart of equal parts stone, empa-
thy and love, and a feeling that if you aren’t writing, you may just curl up and die 
– then you can make it as an author. 

And that’s why I formed Wade’s Writers, and why I hold writing workshops. I 
am the guy who got no response and became a bestselling author. I am the guy 
who decided if he ever had any level of success, he would attempt to help other 
emerging writers.

I can’t make you write. But I do think I can make you a better writer. More impor-
tantly, I can give you tools to succeed. I can give you inspiration and hope. I can help 
you crush those fears – in life and craft – that are holding you back.

Wade will share his tips and creative exercises for perfecting your work and 
completing it.  

This is a great class experience that combines teaching, and group thinking. 

Fee: $165/person

WADE’S WRITERS WORKSHOP
FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 6-9 PM & SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 10 AM TO 3 PM 

JUST GOOD GIFTS 
– WITH MOTHERS IN MIND

Browse our special Mother’s Day display for welcome 
gifts of elegance and sophistication. Start with Mudlark 
products, offering beautiful, enticing note card 
designs. Personal care products packaged in memento 
boxes. Note items such as lightly scented soaps, milled 

in the French way, and look at lovely tinned candles. Mudlark paper 
products are made from recycled materials. A portion of all the company 
proceeds are donated to charities.
Galassi fi ne Italian wood picture frames, handcrafted 
in the U.S. Mom would love your picture in one of 
these beautiful frames!

For Kids! 
Wooden puzzles, games, toys from Melissa & Doug. Never 
heard of them? They make over 1000 items for children, all 
of them highly praised, and many award winning products 
that are safe for children. The children’s puzzles come in a 
variety of ways: knob puzzles, chunky puzzles, peg puzzles, 
sound puzzles...all unique and interesting for children of all ages. 



What’s Shakin’ 
at McLean & Eakin

4/2 miniMondays Storytime, crafts, 
snacks for children ages 3-5 
accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

4/9 Ethics Book Club reviews The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
by Rebecca Skloot. 7 pm

4/16 miniMondays Storytime, crafts, 
snacks for children ages 3-5 
accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

4/17 Evening Book Club reviews 
Snakewoman of Little Egypt by 
Robert Hellenga. 7 pm

4/18 Cottage Book Club reviews A 
High Wind in Jamaica by Richard 
Hughes. 10 am

4/19 Kids Book Club review to-be-
announced. For grades 4-6. 6:30-
7:30 pm

4/30 miniMondays Storytime, crafts, 
snacks for children ages 3-5 
accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

5/2 Cottage Book Club reviews Room 
by Emma Donoghue. 10 am

5/14 miniMondays Storytime, crafts, 
snacks for children ages 3-5 
accompanied by an adult. 9-10 am

5/14 Ethics Book Club reviews Society 
without God: What the Least 
Religious Nations Can Tell Us about 
Contentment by Phil Zuckerman. 
7 pm

5/15 Evening Book Club reviews 
Zeitoun by Dave Eggers. 7 pm

5/16 Cottage Book Club reviews 
Istanbul by Orhan Pamuk. 10 am

GREAT READS FROM GREAT WRITERS
MANY VISITING MCLEAN & EAKIN THIS SUMMER

THE COVE  Ron Rash returns with The Cove 
($26.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-0618-0419-
9), a story of patriotism, war, confl ict, 
survival and love.  Deep in Appalachia 
lies a cove that barely sees the light of 
day.  Villagers say the cove is cursed, 
that nothing good will come out of the 
desolate tract of land. Laurel Shelton and 
her brother Hank live in the cove and 

are doing their best to bring the land to life. One day a 
stranger appears in the cove and will steal Laurel’s heart 
and change their lives forever. We highly recommend it 
and everything else he has written. Avail. 4/10
AND, Mr. Rash is visiting the store this summer! Mark 
your calendar for Thursday, June 14 and visit the website 
for more information.

THE SKELETON BOX: A STARVATION LAKE MYSTERY  
Bryan Gruley returns with what Matt 
thinks is his best Starvation Lake 
Mystery yet, in The Skeleton Box ($25, 
S&S, 978-1-4165-6366-2)! A series of 
mysterious break-ins is plaguing the small 
town of Starvation Lake. Worry turns to 
panic when a break-in leads to the death 
of a beloved citizen. Phyllis Bontrager 
is found dead in the home of her best 
friend, Bea Carpenter, mother of Gus 

Carpenter. With the help of Luke Whistler, an ex-Detroit 
Free Press reporter who came north looking for slower 
days and some old-fashioned newspaper work, Gus sets out 
to uncover the truth behind Mrs. B’s death and the “Bingo 
Night Break-Ins.” Avail. 6/5
Mr. Gruley will visit the store this summer as a guest 
in our Yellow Chair Series. Read the weekly emails and 
check the website for more information.

BEAUTIFUL RUINS
The story begins in 1962. Somewhere 
on a rocky patch of the sun-drenched 
Italian coastline, a young innkeeper, 
chest-deep in daydreams, looks out over 
the incandescent waters of the Ligurian 
Sea—blue as his eyes-and sees a vision: a 
slender blonde woman, a vision in white, 
approaching him on a boat. She is an 

actress, he soon learns, an American starlet, and she is 
dying. 
And it begins again today, half a world away, when an 
elderly Italian man shows up on a movie studio’s back 
lot—searching for the mysterious woman he last saw at his 
hotel fi fty years before.
What unfolds from there is a dazzling, yet deeply 
human, rollercoaster of a novel, peopled by Jess 
Walter’s trademark unforgettable characters: the Italian 
innkeeper and his mysterious beauty; the heroically 
cynical fi lm producer who once brought them together, 
and his idealistic young assistant; and the husbands and 
wives, lovers and dreamers, superstars and losers who 
populate their world in the decades that follow. Gloriously 
inventive, constantly surprising, Beautiful Ruins ($25.99, 
HarperCollins, 978-0-0619-2812-3) is pure Jess Walter 
— a novel full of fl awed yet utterly relatable people, all of 
them reaching toward some impossible goal, leading us up 
a rocky shoreline path toward a future both distant and 
utterly familiar. Avail 6/12

PRAIRIE EVERS 
We loved South of Superior, and we love 
Ellen Airgood’s debut children’s book. This 
is a middle reader book for ages 8-12, but 
adult fans will love it as well.
Prairie Evers ($15.99, Penguin, 978-0-
3992-5691-2) is the story of a young girl 
who moves from the mountains of North 
Carolina to her mothers home town in the 
mountains of New York. Living in New 

York, Prairie must attend school for the fi rst time after 
being home-schooled by her grammy until then. While 
there, Prairie makes her fi rst childhood friend who will 
change her life forever. Prairie Evers is a delightful novel 
boldly told by the title character, who is sassy, witty and 
honest. Avail. 8/2
Ellen Airgood will return to the store this summer, keep 
an eye out for more information.

3992-5691-2) is the story of a young girl 
who moves from the mountains of North 
Carolina to her mothers home town in the 
mountains of New York. Living in New 

York, Prairie must attend school for the fi rst time after 
being home-schooled by her grammy until then. While 
there, Prairie makes her fi rst childhood friend who will 
change her life forever. Prairie Evers is a delightful novel 
boldly told by the title character, who is sassy, witty and 
honest. Avail. 8/2
Ellen Airgood will return to the store this summer, keep 
an eye out for more information.

For the Really, 
Really Young –

miniMondays!
What a great way to start the week with the “little ones!” Join in every other Monday morning from 9 to 10 am for miniMonday Storytime + Activities for children ages 
three to fi ve accompanied by an adult. There will be fun stories to share, crafts to keep little fi ngers busy, and mini snacks for the children to enjoy. For April, the dates 
are April 2, 16 and 30. May has one date, May 14 (May 28 is Memorial Day). Sign up for all of them or go one week at a time, but be sure to call and reserve a place as 
space is limited. Call us at (231) 347-1180 or contact us on our website, www.mcleanandeakin.com




