
The Autobiography 
of Mrs. Tom Thumb
Only two-foot eight-inches tall, 
Mercy Lavinia “Vinnie” Bump 
was encouraged to live a life 
hidden away from the public. 
Instead, she reached out to the 
immortal impresario P. T. Barnum, 
married the tiny superstar General 
Tom Thumb in the wedding of the 
century, and transformed into the world’s most unexpected 
celebrity. But Vinnie’s fame would also endanger the person 
she prized most: her similarly-sized sister, Minnie, a gentle 
soul unable to escape the glare of Vinnie’s spotlight. The 
Autobiography of Mrs. Tom Thumb ($25, Delacorte, 978-0-
385-34415-9) is Melanie Benjamin’s irresistible epic of a 
heroine who conquered the country with a heart as big as 
her dreams – and whose story will surely win over yours.

Conquistadora
As a young girl growing up in Spain, Ana Larragoity 
Cubillas is powerfully drawn to Puerto Rico by the diaries of 
an ancestor who traveled there with Ponce de Leon. In 1844, 
just eighteen, she finds a way to get there, with two brothers 
who have inherited a sugar plantation on the island. Ana 
faces unrelenting heat, disease and isolation, and the 
dangers of the untamed countryside even as she relishes 
the challenge of running Hacienda los 
Gemelos. But when the Civil War breaks 
out in the United States, Ana finds her 
livelihood, and perhaps even her life, 
threatened by the very people on whose 
backs her wealth has been built: the 
hacienda’s slaves, whose richly drawn 
stories unfold alongside her own. And 
when Ana falls for a once-forbidden 
love, she will sacrifice nearly everything 
to keep hold of the land that has 
become her true home. Conquistadora 
($27.50, Knopf, 978-0-307-26832-7), by 
Esmeralda Santiago, is a riveting tale, 
set in a place where human passions and 
cruelties collide. 

A Good Hard Look
Crippled by lupus at twenty-
five, celebrated author Flannery 
O’Connor was forced to leave 

New York City and return home 
to her family farm in Milledgeville, 
Georgia. When her mother drags 
her to the wedding of a family 

friend, she meets Melvin Whiteson. 
Melvin has come to Milledgeville with 
his Southern belle fiancée to begin a 

new chapter in his life, but it is not until he meets Flannery 
that he starts to take a good hard look at the choices he 
has made. Despite the limitations of her disease, Flannery 
seems to be more alive than other people, and Melvin is 
drawn to her like a moth to a candle flame. Others in town 
also remember what it feels like to chart their own courses 
through life, and are all forced to look at themselves and 
face up to Flannery’s observation that “the truth does not 
change according to our ability to stomach it.” A Good Hard 
Look ($25.95, Penguin Press, 978-1-594-20292-6), by Ann 
Napolitano, is inescapably human and captures the essence 
of the South.
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Always Open, Always Available: www.mcleanandeakin.com 

by Matt Norcross, Owner

Are You Ready to Go Back to School?  by Bess Bleyaert
Hopefully, your child has been diligently reading all summer to be ready for the new school year. 

Whether they’ve already plowed through their list, or need a quick refresher before the new school 
year begins, here are a few picks for a variety of ages to get the year started off right!

Lunch Lady and the Field Trip Fiasco by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
Lunch Lady is back in her sixth children’s graphic novel. This time around, the Breakfast Bunch 

notices some artwork at a museum that looks suspiciously fake. Will Lunch Lady catch on in time or 
will the Breakfast Bunch be left to handle this one alone? Ages 7+

Summer Bridge Activity Books from Carson Dellrosa Publishing
The Summer Bridge Series comes in four different forms to help your child brush up on what they 

learned last year, and what they should be prepared for in the coming year. The Reading, Math, 
Activity, and Flash Card series are available for grades Pre-K through 8 and are a wonderful, fun way 
to prepare your child for the year ahead. 

The Unwanteds by Lisa McMann  
The Unwanteds is a great pick for fans of the Hunger Games and Harry Potter. Set in the fictional 

town of Quill, each year the community separates children into two categories — Wanted or 
Unwanted. Unwanteds are purged from society and transported to the “death camp” on the edges 
of Quill. A young boy named Alex, an Unwanted, finds himself at the gates to the death camp, 
however what lies beyond the mirage of those gates is a magical land far beyond his imagination, 
the land of Artime. In Artime, creativity is a trait nourished, not stifled, and Alex discovers that his 
world is much more than he could have ever dreamed. However, beyond the gates of Artime, an 
epic battle between the Wanteds and Unwanteds looms. Ages 10+ 

The word “hack” has fallen on hard times. It’s become a catch-all term for the illegal activities of cyber 
criminals; “hackers did this” or “they hacked into that”. However, to hack something is simply to change it in a 
way. If that change is positive or negative is up to the hacker. I hack most, if not all, of my electronic toys, at some 
point. I do this to improve their performance, learn more about the device, or simply to satisfy my own curiosity. 
What’s troubling is that many device manufacturers — with Apple leading the charge — have sought to demonize 
and even criminalize the hacking of  their devices. But that’s just it, once I purchase the device it’s no longer 
”theirs” it’s my private property. Thankfully, the U.S. Government has ruled, very clearly, that whatever I wish 
to do with the device I bought is my decision. For more detail on that, peruse the Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (DMCA).  It’s a rollicking good read! There are many incentives to hacking your devices besides simply  
understanding how it works. I now have an iPhone that can do far more than Mr. Jobs would approve. And I own 
a Color Nook that functions far more like an iPad than anything Barnes & Noble has ever seen. Yet, it still works 
wonderfully for all the eBooks I have bought on  mcleanandeakin.com. Chances are, you have  many devices 
from which you could get better function, and I don’t know about you, but in today’s economy, I want to get the 
most out of every purchase I make! So don’t let the big corporate guys scare you. Get out there and get hacking!

Now here’s a great book to inspire the hacker in us all: Ready Player One by Ernest Cline.
Wade is a boy living in the future but he’s obsessed with our past. It’s 2044 and the richest 

man the world has ever known — game designer James Halliday — has just died leaving a 
challenge to the entire world. Scattered across the virtual universe, Halliday created a game 
called OASIS. There are three keys and three gates, the first gamer to find the three keys and 
unlock the three gates will win control of Halliday’s company and all of its riches. To find the 
keys gamers must learn what made Halliday tick.That means learning everything about the 
era he grew up in: the ‘80s. To win the challenge Wade not only has to learn about everything 
he can about the ‘80s, but also must  stay one step ahead of the corporation that will stop at 
nothing–not even murder–to find the keys and gates first. Ready Player One is a grown up  
“Willie Wonka” for a digital generation. It’s the most fun you’ll have with a book all summer 
long! Ages 12+

Dear Booklover,
The world is a fascinating place. With each 

season of new books, we marvel at how authors 
relate their experiences with new stories, insights, 
and details about how the world is changing, 
evolving.

Remember when we used to refer to the “lazy 
days of summer?” You don’t hear that phrase any 
longer. Our lives have become so busy the days 
and seasons seem to fly right by. If you’re feeling 
like life has been a bit over-scheduled and you long 
to taste some “lazy hours” of summer, come by to 
discover something good to take home and read!

One of the reasons most people say they love 
and appreciate independent bookstores is the 
experience of serendipitous discovery. If you 
haven’t had the time to research books that have 
just been released, come on in to McLean & Eakin. 
With our community and customers in mind, we 
talk with publishers and read pre-publication 
reviews, we share “book buzz” with other indie 
booksellers across the country to find the new 
books that are worthy of your time.

In this issue, you’ll find many debut novelists. 
Everyone has to start somewhere! Publishers 
attend writers conferences, read manuscripts, and 
search far and wide for new talent. We’re thrilled 
when we receive advance review copies with a 
heart-felt endorsement from a respected editor. 
Publishers acknowledge that indie booksellers 
have “made” now-famous authors. We just love 
getting the inside scoop and passing it along to you!

So what will you read next? Don’t worry that 
you don’t have time to figure that out, just come 
to McLean & Eakin. We guarantee you’ll find a 
wonderful new novel by an author you’ve never 
heard of — or a new perspective on our history or 
future that you heard about on public radio. From 
bestsellers to debut authors, local writers to gift 
books for any occasion, you’ll find everything right 
here at your hometown bookstore.

Thank you for shopping locally and supporting 
independently owned businesses in our community. 
As we learn more and more about what it takes 
to build a strong economy, it’s clear that we are 
healthier and more secure with a variety of businesses 
that collect sales taxes, provide jobs, and make a long-
term commitment to the area. Where you shop does 
make a difference and we thank you for shopping 
with us!

We hope you’ll take time to enjoy some lazy days 
of summer and will stop by soon.

The Staff at McLean & Eakin, Booksellers
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Our World, 
Our Future

Blur
With the cacophony of Twitter and the ever-evolving 
entries on Wikipedia, our information culture is constantly 
changing. Yet how do we know what’s true and reliable 
when the line between citizen and journalist becomes 
increasingly fuzzy? Look to Blur: How to Know What’s 
True in the Age of Information Overload ($16, Bloomsbury, 
978-1-608-19301-1) by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosentiel for 
fascinating insights in navigating today’s media terrain.

The Good School
It’s a grim reality that the quality of education served up 
to children in U.S. schools ranges from outstanding to 
shockingly inadequate. Award-winning education journalist 
Peg Tyre suggests that evaluating a school based on test 
scores and college admissions data is much too inadequate. 
In The Good School ($26, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09353-7), 
Tyre provides far smarter and insightful ways to assess a 
classroom and decide if the school and teacher offer the 
best options for your child. Avail. 8/16

Upcycling
Does your recycling go beyond glass and aluminum cans? 
Danny Seo, environmental lifestyle expert and Today 
Show regular, suggests we look around our homes for 
neglected items that have the potential to be “upcycled” 
into something usable. You’ll be inspired when you look 
at the projects in Upcycling: Create Beautiful Things with 
the Stuff You Already Have ($18, Running Press, 978-0-
762-44179-2) — and see how easy it is to avoid feeding 
the landfill by giving a new purpose to things you already 
have. Avail. 8/23

Run Wild!
Connect with the natural world, get some fresh air and 
exercise, and remind the whole family there’s so much 
fun to be had outside with the adventures and games in 
Run Wild! ($24.95, Frances Lincoln, 978-0-711-23172-6), 
by Fiona Danks and Jo Schofield. You’ll find fun things to 
do outside — anywhere, any time, whatever the weather 
— and discover a healthier balance with the beauty and 
enjoyment outdoors. 

That Used to Be Us
America faces four major challenges, on which its 
future depends, and it is failing to meet them. In 
That Used to Be Us: How America Fell Behind the 
World It Invented and How We Can Come Back ($28, 
FSG, 978-0-374-28890-7), Thomas L. Friedman, 
one of our most influential columnists, and Michael 
Mandelbaum, one of our leading foreign policy 
thinkers, analyze those challenges — globalization, 
the revolution in information technology, the 
nation’s chronic deficits, and its pattern of energy 
consumption. Does it have a happy ending? 
Friedman and Mandelbaum offer insights in this 
manifesto for American renewal.  Avail. 9/5

Locavesting
How do we rebuild our nest-egg, our communities 
and maybe even our country? Amy Cortese takes us 
inside the local investing movement where solutions to 
some of the nation’s most pressing problems are taking 
shape. In Locavesting: The Revolution in Local Investing 
and How to Profit from It ($22.95, Wiley, 978-0-470-
91138-9), she introduces us to some of the movement’s 
pioneers who are putting their money to work in 
their own backyards. Rather than investing in faceless 
conglomerates, investors can earn profits while building 
healthy, self-reliant communities. 

The Great Reset
History reminds us that we’ve weathered tough times 
before. In his insightful and thought-provoking book, 
The Great Reset: How the Post-Crash Economy Will 
Change the Way We Live and Work ($14.99, Harper, 
978-0-062-00905-0), Richard Florida distills the deep 
forces that alter physical and social landscapes — how 
and where we live, how we work, how we invest in 
individuals and infrastructure, how we shape our cities 
and regions — and shows the ways in which these 
forces, when combined, can spur a fresh era of growth 
and prosperity. 

New in 
Paperback!
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Prime Time
Jane Fonda reflects on her life during what she refers 
to as “Acts I and II of life,” the critical years from 45 to 
50 and especially from 60 and beyond in her new book 
Prime Time ($27, Random House, 978-1-400-06697-1). 
Using two metaphors that have become her visions for 
life — the arch and the staircase — she reveals ways 
she’s learned to let go, make the most of the “fertile 
voids” that life presents to us, and prepare for a vibrant 
Act III. Avail. 8/9

I Feel Great About My Hands
If you enjoyed Nora Ephron’s essays in I Feel Bad about 
My Neck, turn to Shari Graydon’s I Feel Great about My 
Hands ($17.95, Douglas & McIntyre, 978-1-553-65786-
6) for a refreshing view of some of the gifts that come 
with time. A variety of voices and experiences evoke a 
universal understanding of the triumphs that come only 
with years of accumulated experience in this wonderful 
collection that should be a ‘go-to’ gift for girlfriends.

The Thinking Life
It seemed to happen so quickly — our lives have become 
overwhelmed with gadgets, things that can beep and hum 
and distract us at any moment. P.M. Forni, America’s 
civility expert, shows us how good thinking leads to 
the good life, but we must first know how to direct our 
attention. The Thinking Life ($21.99, St. Martin’s, 978-
0-312-62571-9) is a wonderful guide to feeling more 
balanced, in control, and purposeful about what we think 
about — and achieve — in our own lives. Avail. 9/13

Active Dreaming
Robert Moss, workshop leader and bestselling author, 
explains that dreaming isn’t just something we do when 
we sleep, but dreaming is waking up to sources of 
guidance, healing, and creativity beyond the reach of the 
everyday logical mind. In Active Dreaming ($14.95, New 
World Library, 978-1-577-31964-1), Moss shows how to go 
beyond the fear, despair, and limited models of this world 
to tap energy and live with deeper meaning, freedom, and 
possibilities.

40 Years of Chez Panisse
Over the course of forty years, Chez Panisse and its 
founder Alice Waters have helped create a community 
of local farmers and ranchers whose dedication to 
sustainable agriculture assures the restaurant a steady 
supply of fresh and pure ingredients. And, she has 
been instrumental in the Slow Food USA movement, 
spreading the same mindfulness about the food we eat. In 
Forty Years of Chez Panisse: The Power of Gathering ($55, 

Clarkson Potter, 978-0-307-71826-6) Alice takes us on her journey from the 
humble and visionary beginnings of the restaurant, through its rise to critical 
acclaim, to the Cafe and the influential Chez Panisse Foundation. Avail. 8/23

Start Fresh
Chef Tyler Florence believes that flavorful food begins 
with care and the freshest ingredients. In Start Fresh 
($19.99, Rodale, 978-1-609-61194-1), the executive chef 
and caring dad presents the quick and easy techniques 
he discovered when he developed his own line of organic 
baby food. Parents will find 60 purees packed with easy-to-
digest fruits, vegetables, and grains babies will love to eat. 

I Am Maru
Meet Maru, the adorable feline whose penchant 
for cozy hiding places has made him a international 
YouTube video sensation. In Japanese “Maru” means 
circle or round, a fitting name for this gorgeous male 
Scottish Fold cat who loves to charge and dive headfirst 
into cardboard boxes, drawers, and trash cans. Now, 

captivating photos of Maru in all his many phases (and containers) are available 
in an adorable gift book, I Am Maru ($15.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-062-08841-3), 
a keepsake for his fans and for all who love to be entertained by spirited felines. 
Avail. 8/23

The Girl with the Sturgeon Tattoo
Mikael Blomberg believes Salamander has been 
framed. But if Salamander is innocent, who is the 
4’10” girl ninja captured on a surveillance camera 
decapitating the failed novelist? And what has become 
of the unpublished manuscript that claimed to connect 
Sweden’s most eco-friendly corporations to the 
twentieth century’s greatest tyrant? A shocking story of 
corruption and perversion that reaches to the highest 
echelons of the world’s largest producer of inexpensive 
ready-to-assemble wooden bookcases, The Girl with the 
Sturgeon Tattoo: A Parody ($9.99, Griffin, 978-0-312-61050-0) delivers a hilarious 
— and gripping — parody of the best-selling novels by Stieg Larsson. Avail. 8/30

Life’s Gifts
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Meet Amy Kitscher
McLean & Eakin, throughout its 

history,  has been fortunate to have 
a talented, book-reading staff!  Amy 
Kitscher came on board in December 
of 2010. Mother of Ava (5 years old), 
wife of Aaron (a certain age), Amy 
grew up in Bloomfield, graduated from the University 
of Michigan with a Fine Arts Degree and headed north.  

Amy holds down some BIG jobs at McLean & Eakin. 
Aside from being on the floor selling books, she is the 
Children’s Section book-buyer, the director of Camp 
McLean & Eakin in July and August, organizes and 
runs Preschool Days twice a month year round and is 
“Master” of our website. That’s enough responsibility 
to give anyone the vapors! When asked what her 
hobbies are, Amy replied, “Being a Mom!” Fortunately, 
she includes reading on that hobby list and loves the 
Classics – American, British, Russian literature, you 
name it. For young people, she gives a nod to Harry 
Potter, Percy Jackson and Septimus Heap.  Daughter Ava 
is hooked on the Besty Tacy series.  

Stop in and meet Amy. She’s one of our very gifted, 
knowledgeable and eager-to-please staff members.

What Were YOUR 
Favorite Books While 
Summering in Northern 
Michigan?
We want to hear from you! Just 
send us your favorite vacation 
reads. It won’t take but a minute. 
Include the title(s) or lists, your 
name, and a few sentences about 
your favorites and, perhaps, a 
memory or two (not necessary, 
but fun) to go along with them. 
People love to hear about books 
others have loved.  

We’ll start off with a favorite memory from 
Trina Hayes. She writes:  “[I remember] back 
to the summer week...that I sat on the beach 
in Good Hart reading The World According to 
Garp [by John Irving]. I will always think of 
Garp intertwined with my preschool-aged kids 
eating peanut butter on celery and building sand 
castles, as I kept disappearing in Garp’s world.”

Drop off your favorites in the store c/o Karen 
Langs or email them to karenlngs@gmail.com 
and we’ll post them in the next newsletter. Hope 
to hear from you soon!

Help Us Bring Christopher Paolini to McLean & Eakin!!
As you can see from 
the press release on 
the right, Christopher 
Paolini’s last book of 
the INHERITANCE 
Cycle will be released 
on November 8th. 
The staff at McLean 
& Eakin wants to 
bring Christopher 

to Petoskey. We have issued a challenge 
to the publisher that if we sell over 100 
copies “...will you send us the author?” 
No definitive answer was given, but it 
did raise some eyebrows. So, with your 
help, we may just be able to pull this off. 
Let’s make some noise in the publishing 
world and show them we are a force 
to be reckoned with here in Northern 
Michigan! We can’t guarantee that he 
will come, but if you pre-order your copy 
of Inheritance, there’s a chance they will 
send him and you can have a signed, 
personalized copy. Call the store at 231-
347-1180 or pre-
order your copy 
online at www.
mcleanandeakin.
com. We’re taking 
pre-orders now.

Just Great Gifts
If you’re stuck for gift ideas, don’t forget that we have a great 
selection of unusual items in our lower level. Take a look at our 
beautiful bookends, fabulous journals, traditional and eclectic 
stationery, desktop organizers, smart, stylish and color” lug” bags 
for “people on-the-go, one-of-a-kind “Lamps in a Box” and their 
fun lampshades and Undercover Bears-a furry blanket and pillow, 
all in one, coming in a variety of colors. And don’t forget, we can 
order personalized stationery for you.

 
New York, NY (March 23, 2011) — Eagerly 
awaited by millions around the world, the 
triumphant conclusion to Christopher 
Paolini’s Inheritance Cycle will arrive this fall, 
it was announced today by Nancy Hinkel, 
Vice President, Publishing Director of Alfred 
A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, an 
imprint of Random House Children’s Books 
(www.randomhouse.com/teens). Following 
the #1 bestselling novels Eragon, Eldest, 
and Brisingr, the fourth and final book in 
the series will be titled Inheritance, a fitting 
designation for the concluding novel in 
Paolini’s epic fantasy. 
“The burning questions asked by fans around 
the world will finally be answered in this 
last installment,” said Christopher Paolini. 
“All will be revealed!” Inheritance brings a 
dramatic and satisfying close to one of the 
best-loved fantasy series in recent publishing 
history,” commented Hinkel.
All #1 New York Times bestsellers in the 
United States, Eragon Eldest and Brisingr 
have been international sensations. To date, 
there are 49 foreign-language licenses for 
Eragon alone, and together the first three 
books in the series have sold 25 million 
copies worldwide. In its first day on sale in 
North America in September 2008, Brisingr 
sold more than 550,000 hardcover copies 
in one day, making Brisingr the greatest 
single-day sale ever recorded for a Random 
House Children’s Books title — hardcover or 
paperback — and the fastest-selling title in 
the publisher’s history. 
Inheritance will have a first printing of 2.5 
million copies and will be published on 
November 8, 2011, in the United States and 
Canada.



Elin Hilderbrand 
Booked-for-Lunch at 
Stafford’s Perry Hotel
Thursday, August 18, Noon to 2 PM 
Tickets $25

“The Queen of the Sum-
mer Novel” (quoted from 
Kirkus Book Reviews), Elin 
Hilderbrand will be speak-
ing and signing her tenth 
novel, Silver Girl ($26.99, 
Reagan Arthur, 978-0-

3160-9966-0). McLean & Eakin’s  Booked-
for-Lunch  summer season finale  promises 
to be dynamite with this young woman 
author who loves French champagne, even 
though it gives her a headache. “… best 
enjoyed very very cold, preferably with 
some fresh oysters while wearing very high 
heels,” she says. Hilderbrand says her life 
has exactly the same demands as the rest of 
our lives — children, deadlines, meetings 
and housework. Her strength is that she is 
well-organized and disciplined about her 
day: jogging in the morning (even stopping 
along the jogging trail to sign books for 
waiting fans), writing a minimum of three 
hours (on a pad in long hand), shopping, 
and taking the kids to ball practice.  

Silver Girl, like all of her 
novels, is set on Nantucket 
where she lives with her 
husband and three young 
children. Her main char-
acter, Meredith Martin 
Delinn, has just lost 
everything — her friends, 
her home and her social 
standing-because her husband cheated rich 
investors out of billions (sound familiar?).

Hilderbrand grew up in Collegeville, Penn-
sylvania, graduated from Johns Hopkins 
University and from the fiction-writing 
workshop at the University of Iowa. She has 
traveled extensively, enjoying the connec-
tions with others in different cultures. She 
says if she could do one thing over again, 
it would be to learn to say no. At one point 
in her life she was raising three children, 
writing, serving on three boards and two 
committees. Clearly, her love of story-tell-
ing and reading has helped keep her on the 
bestseller lists across the country.   

Hilderbrand’s other books include The 
Island, The Castaways, A Summer Affair, 
Barefoot, The Beach Club and Nantucket 
Nights.

What’s Shakin’ 
at McLean & Eakin

8/3	 Cottage Book Club reviews Half Broke Horses by 
Jeannette Walls. 10 am

8/3	 Author Elizabeth Buzzelli signing Dead Sleeping 
Shaman. 1-3 pm. Free Event

8/4	 Author Lynn Crawford signing Simply Separate 
People, Two. 1-3 pm. Free Event

8/4	 **Yellow Chair Series #9, author Michael Harvey 
reading and signing The Third Rail. 5-6:30 pm 

8/6	 Authors Christine Byron & Tom Wilson 
signing their popular Vintage Views Series. 1-3 
pm. Free Event

8/9	 **Tech Seminar #4. Know/Learn How to Use 
Your eReader with Matt Norcross. 5:30-6:30 pm.  

8/10	 Author Peg Herring signing The Dead Detective 
Agency. 1-3 pm. Free Event

8/11	 *Preschool Days: Creepy Crawlies. Stories & 
activities for children ages 3-6 accompanied by an 
adult. 10-11 am. Reservation Required

8/11	 **Yellow Chair Series #10, Michigan author 
Bonnie Jo Campbell reading & discussing Once 
Upon a River. 6-8 pm   

8/13	 Author Frank Slaughter signing Echoes of Distant 
Thunder. 1-3 pm. Free Event

8/16	 Children’s Author Jeffrey L. Schatzer, talking 
about his new book int the Professor Tuesday series 
and signing Bird in Santa’s Beard. A children’s 
event. 10-12 noon 

8/16	 Evening Book Club reviews Lord of Misrule by 
Jaimy Gordon. 7 pm

8/16	 **Yellow Chair Series #11, Best-selling author 
David Liss reading & discussing The Twelfth 
Enchantment. 5-6:30 pm   

8/17	 Cottage Book Club reviews Winter Garden by 
Kristin Hannah. 10 am

8/17	 Author Judge William Witbeck reading & signing 
To Account for Murder. 5-6:30 pm.  Free Event

8/18	 *Booked for Lunch with author Elin Hilderbrand, 
speaking & signing Silver Girl at Stafford’s Perry 
Hotel. Noon-2 pm. $25

8/19	 **Yellow Chair Series #12.  Author Jael McHenry 
reading & discussing Kitchen Daughter. 5-6:30 pm 

8/24	 Author Oran Hesterman signing Fair Food: 
Growing a Healthy Sustainable Food System for All. 
1-3 pm. Free Event

8/25	 **Preschool Days: Sweltering Summer. Stories & 
activities for children ages 3-6 accompanied by an 
adult. 10-11 am   

8/25	 **Yellow Chair Series #13, author Loreen 
Niewenhuis reading & discussing Atlanta. 5-6:30 pm

8/26	 Author Ellen Baker reading & signing I Gave My 
Heart to Know This. 5-6:30 pm. Free Event

8/27	 *Author Ernest Cline speaking & signing Ready 
Player One. Special Event, detail to- be-decided. 
5-7 pm

9/7	 Cottage Book Club reads Jane Eyre by Charlotte 
Brontë. 10 am

9/8	 **Preschool Days, stories & activities for children 
ages 3-6 accompanied by an adult. 10-11 am   

9/20	 Evening Book Club reviews Ordinary 
Thunderstorms by William Boyd. 7 pm

9/22	 **Preschool Days, stories & activities for children 
ages 3-6 accompanied by an adult. 10-11 am  

9/22	 Cottage Book Club title to-be-decided. 10 am
9/22	 **Yellow Chair Series #14. Author Wade Rouse 

reading & discussing I’m Not the Biggest Bitch in 
This Relationship. 5-6:30 pm

*Reservations Required. 
  Call (231) 347-1180 or visit mcleanandeakin.com
**Reservations Requested/Free Event

Bonnie Jo Campbell & David Liss 
are “Yellow Chaired” 
for Series #10 & #11
Bonnie Jo Campbell, Thursday, August 11, 6-8 PM
David Liss, Tuesday, August 16, 5-6:30 PM
Both events are FREE, but reservations are requested.

These two visiting authors are not to be missed! 
We think it’s safe to say that Bonnie Jo Campbell 
leads a singular, adventurous life. She left home 
to study philosophy at the University of Chicago, 
hitchhiked across the U.S. and Canada, climbed 
the Swiss Alps on her bike, traveled with Ringling 

Bros. and Barnum & Bailey selling snow cones and  organized and 
led adventure tours in Russia and the Baltics. If that’s not enough, 
she has recently been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship Award.   
Beginning with Q Road and followed by 
acclaimed American Salvage, which was a finalist 
for the 2009 National Book Award for fiction, 
Campbell has hit another home run with Once 
Upon a River, the story of sixteen year old Margo 
Crane who learns to find her way in a very tough 
world. Call it a modern-day Annie Oakley in the 
face of tragedy, survival and growing up.
Campbell, a second degree black belt in kobudo, 
received her M.A. in mathematics and her M.F.A. in writing from 
Western Michigan University. She lives outside Kalamazoo and 
teaches writing in the low residency program at Pacific University. 
At this event, she will be interviewed by National Book Award 
Winner Jaimy Gordon (Lord of Misrule).

David Liss, who charted one course only to take 
a right turn toward another, is the author of six 
previous novels. The Twelfth Enchantment ($26, 
Random House, 978-1-4000-6896-8), his seventh, 
is to be released August 9th. Liss readily admits 
that he left his post-graduate studies of 18th 

century British literature and unfinished dissertation in order to 
write full-time. He says, “If things had not worked out with fiction, 
I probably would have kept to my graduate school career...and 
sought a job as a literature professor.” Lucky for us, he was a smash 
hit from the very beginning.
His first novel, A Conspiracy of Paper with 
private investigator Benjamin Weaver, was 
named a New York Times Notable Book and 
won him the 2001 Barry, MacAvity and Edgar 
awards for Best First Novel. Next came The 
Coffee Trader (also a NYT Notable) and his 
third, A Spectacle of Corruption, the sequel to 
A Conspiracy of Paper. His latest, The Twelfth 
Enchantment is set in Regency England with the 
appealing character of Lucy Derrick, a young 
woman of good breeding but poor finances, who finds it necessary 
to live with her tyrannical uncle. Lucy finds herself charged with 
an astonishing circumstance and involved with a dangerous 
conspiracy as the world is transformed around her.
Liss, who received his B.A. From Syracuse, M.A. from Georgia 
State University and his M. Phil. from  Columbia lives in San 
Antonio, Texas with his wife and children.


