NorthNotes

April/May 2011

The Liveliest Book Store
in Northern Miehigan

307 East Lake Street
Petoskey, Ml 49770
Phone: (231) 347-1180
or (800) 968-1910
Fax: (231) 347-0248
www.mcleanandeakin.com

Store Hours
MONDAY — SATURDAY 9 AM 10 8§ PM

Sunpay 10 AM to 5§ PM
The Staff

Kiristin Bates Chris Manzer
Bess Bleyaert Zach Matelski
Lily Buday Karen McCue
Karen Ford Jessilynn Norcross
Dean Graham Julie Norcross
Amy Kitsher Matt Norcross
Karen Langs Lynn Pines
Jo Lawrence Martha Radcliffe

Award-Winning
McLean & Eakin, Booksellers
www.mcleanandeakin.com

\YlcD

Sewing Cwv Community Since (992

Secrets in Life & Love

The Paris Wife

Paula McLain’s latest novel
captures a remarkable period
of time and a love affair
between two unforgettable
people: Ernest Hemingway and
Hadley Richardson, the quiet
twenty-eight-year-old who would
become his wife after a whirlwind
courtship. The pair set sail for
Paris, where they become

the golden couple in a lively and volatile group that
includes Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, and E Scott and
Zelda Fitzgerald. Though deeply in love, the Hemingways
are ill prepared for the hard-drinking and fast-living life of
Jazz Age Paris, which hardly values traditional notions of
family and monogamy. Despite their extraordinary bond,
they eventually find themselves facing the ultimate crisis of
their marriage — a deception that will lead to the unraveling
of everything they’ve fought so hard for. A heartbreaking
portrayal of love and torn loyalty, The Paris Wife ($25,
Ballantine, 978-0-345-52130-9) is all the more poignant
because we know that, in the end, Hemingway wrote that he
would rather have died than fallen in love with anyone but
Hadley.

Bent Road

For twenty years, Celia Scott has
watched her husband, Arthur, hide
from the secrets surrounding his sister’s
death. As a young man, Arthur fled

his small Kansas hometown, moved

to Detroit, married Celia, and never
looked back. But when the 1967 riots
frighten him even more than his past,
he convinces Celia to pack up their
family and return to the road he grew
up on, and that same small town

where his sister mysteriously died. But
Celia and their two younger children
struggle to fit in. As Celia grapples with
loneliness and the brutality of life and
death on a farm, a local girl disappears,
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catapulting the family headlong
into turmoil. Filled with tension
and complex characters, Bent
Road ($25.95, Dutton, 978-0-525-
95183-4), Lori Roy’s quirky and
often creepy tale of a dysfunctional
community and
a family that fits right in, will
keep you guessing right until the last

page.

The Tiger’s Wife

Tea Obreht, the youngest of The New Yorker’s twenty best
American fiction writers under forty, spins a brilliant novel
about family legend, loss and love in The Tiger’s Wife ($25,
Random House, 978-0-385-34383-1). Natalia is a young
doctor who arrives at an orphanage in a Balkan country
(not unlike the author’s native Croatia) on a mission of
mercy. In no time, age-old superstitions and secrets gather
everywhere around her; but she has a mystery of her own
— the inexplicable circumstances surrounding her beloved
grandfather’s recent death. Searching for clues, Natalia
recalls the stories her grandfather told her when she was

a child: one about a “deathless man,” another about an
escaped tiger that is befriended by the butcher’s wife. She
ultimately comes to understand the stories people tell
themselves to explain the unthinkable.
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Dear Booklover,

The world is a fascinating place. From a
distance, it looks so still and peaceful. Close up,
life is constantly changing, evolving, unfolding. It
takes great effort to keep up with current events,
manage our daily lives and put them in perspective
—and even find a few moments to rest.

Working in the book business is no exception.
First, we’d like to assure you that the sky is not
falling on independent bookstores. Yes, the big
box chain stores are struggling with so much costly
space and all that extra overhead. Yes, e-books
and the latest gadgets on which to read them
have appealed to some. And no, this does not
spell the decline of more indie bookstores across
the country. As many of us have come to learn
with experience over time, life is more nuanced
and best enjoyed in shades of color than absolute
black and white.

The latest book industry research from
Verso Advertising offers a refreshing break
from the doomsday stories in the media. Their
conclusion was that “a robust, hybrid (print and
e-book) market will endure for many years”
and predictions of the demise of bricks-and-
mortar bookstores within 10 years are “grossly
misleading.”

On a practical level, digital media and online
sales practices have given authors and publishers
legitimate concerns about the value and security
of intellectual property. On the other hand,
bookstores need to cover rent and payroll —
and pay local taxes; our economic challenges
are all too real. So where you buy makes all the
difference in the world.

What matters most, however, isn’t how you
choose to read a book — as long as you keep
on reading. Listen to an audio book, read on
your screen, open a book when you’re snuggled
into bed at night, read to your children or
grandchildren, but keep reading.

At McLean & Eakin, Booksellers, we will
continue to work hard to offer you a welcoming
place to visit, where you can talk with us about
books you've discovered, and where you will find
a thoughtful, personally selected array of titles
to browse, examine, and take home. You can be
assured that we value our relationship with you
as a friend and neighbor and won’t reveal any
information about your purchases to anyone.
When we can earn your trust and loyalty in this
way, together we nurture our local economy and
create a greater sense of community.

Spring is a wonderful time at the bookstore.
Whether you’re looking for a Mother’s Day gift,
something to tuck inside an Easter basket, or
something good to read, we hope you’ll stop by
soon!

The Staffat McLean & Eakin, Booksellers
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MY 2 CENTS

by Matt Norcross, Owner

Announcing EBOOKAPALOOZA 2011

2011 has already brought a lot of change to the world. But some things remain constant. McLean & Eakin is working
hard to stay on the cutting edge of technology, and our customers clearly want to come along for the ride. There has
been a great deal of interest in our online offerings, from traditional books to eBooks and everything in between. From
the Nook, to iPad and Sony eReaders, we've sold to many different devices and platforms, so far. I want to thank some
of our earliest eBook customers for providing me the opportunity to learn how their devices worked with our website.
I'was able to provide one-on-one help to many customers interested in buying eBooks. This has clearly been of value
to our customers. As a result, we are going to offer an eBook and eReader workshop on May 5th at 6 pm. We will have
staff on hand to help customers through their first purchase and answer questions for those who are interested. We
also will have a variety of devices for your evaluation. There are a couple things you should bring with you 1) a laptop
computer if possible, and 2) all of your relevant logins and passwords. Please stop in or give us a call if you plan to
attend. In the meantime here are some great reference books to help you with you shiny new gizmo:

Windows 7 for Dummies
(with DVD)

THE MISSING MANUAL

iPhone:
The Missing Manual

J

M&E Staff Recommends These Great Reads

Matt Norcross
Player One: Whatis to Become of Us
by Douglas Coupland

“Atthe onset of a worldwide catastrophe, four
strangers, each trying to escape dire reality,
become trapped together in a Toronto airport
cocktaillounge.” Booklist

Jessilynn Norcross

The Red Garden by Alice Hoftman
“...Hoffman’s deft magical realism ties one
woman’s story to the next, even when they
themselves are not aware of the connection.”

Publisher’s Weekly

Karen Ford
The SnowmanbyJo Nesbo

Aboy named Jonas wakes up to find his mother
gone. A snowman has appeared in his yard with
his mother’s scarfaround its neck. Suspense at the

highestlevel! Avail. 5/10

Amy Kitsher
Lord of Misrule by Jaimy Gordon

“2010 National Book Award Winner begins and
ends ata backwoods West Virginia race track in
the early 70s, where horse trainer Tommy Hansel
dreamsupascam.”

Publisher Weekly

Chris Manzer
Love and Summerby William Trevor

“The tragic consequences of a woman'’s lost honor
and afamily’s shame haunt several generations in
Trevor’s masterful 14th novel.” Publisher’s Weekly

Lynn Pines

The Story of Beautiful Girlby Rachel Simon

“...a40year epicjourney of Lynnie, Homan,
Martha and baby Julie - lives divided by
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, yet drawn
together byasecret pact and extraordinarylove.”

Avail. 5/4

Bess Bleyaert
It’s All Relative by Wade Rouse

Rouse’s fourth collection of autobiographical
essays recalls hilarious and poignant episodes
from his family’s past.

Jo Lawrence

TheIce Princess by Camilla Lickberg

“Lackberg skillfully details how horrific secrets

are never completely buried and how silence can
kill the soul.” Publisher’s Weekly
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Karen Langs
House of Prayer No. 2by Mark Richard

“Born with deformities that left him nearly
crippled, Richard suffered medical procedures
that would have a medieval torturer proud.”
Publisher’s Weekly

Kristin Bates
DocbyMary Doria Russell

“...where the unlikely friendship of Doc Holliday
and Wyatt Earp really begins. .. John Henry
Holliday’s story, written with compassion, humor
andrespect.” Avail. 5/3

Zach Matelski
Wise Man's Fear by Patrick Rothfuss

“As seamless and lyrical as a song from the
lute-playing adventurer and arcanist Kvothe,

this mesmerizing sequel to Rothfuss’s 2007’s
debut, The Name of the Wind, is a towering work of
fantasy.” Publisher’s Weekly




A Look Ahead at Books for All Ages & Reading Pleasures
by Bess Bleyaert

In the Garden of Beasts

by Erik Larson

If you were enchanted by Devil in the White City, you will be
thrilled with the release of Erik Larson’s latest narrative non-
fiction release, In the Garden of Beasts (326, Crown, 978-0-
3(074-0884-6). In contrast to the Chicago backdrop familiar to
many of us Midwesterners, Larson now transports us to Hitler’s
German in 1993 where we follow the family of William E.
Dodd, America’s first ambassador to Germany under Hitler.

ARSON

Dodd and his family realize there is truth to the rumors of Hitler’s persecution
of the Jewish population. The Germany into which they arrived no longer holds
its original luster, as they experience increasing violence and horror.

Larson’s tense thriller paints a terrible, but unforgettable portrait through

its first person narrative. The read is addictive, terrifying, sensational and
enlightening. Larson sheds light on possible reasons the world outside Europe
failed to recognize the threat posed by Hitler until it was too late. Avail. 5/10

Don’t Breathe a Word

by Jennifer McMahon

Do you believe in fairies? Jennifer McMahon, bestselling
author of Promise Not to Tell, celebrates the release of her
new novel, Don’t Breathe a Word ($14.99, Harper, 978-0-0616-
8937-6). While reading it, your belief in alternate realms will
be tested. McMahon’s fourth literary thriller follows Sam
and Phoebe, a couple with a troubled past. Sam is haunted by
the disappearance of his older sister, Lisa, and is mum about
the strange circumstances surrounding her disappearance. Phoebe, while
deeply in love with Sam, has not been completely honest and harbors secrets
of her own.

DON'T BREATHE
A WORD

JENNIFER McMAHON

Sam and Phoebe are drawn into investigating Lisa’s disappearance, seeking
to solve a mystery that occurred 15 years ago. Was Lisa really taken into an
alternate reality and joined to the King of Fairies? All may not be what it
seems in sleepy Vermont. Both Sam and Phoebe’s beliefs and their perception
of reality are tested in this thrilling release. Avail. 6/1

APRIL IS POETRY MONTH

by Karen Langs

Beautiful & Pointless: A Guide to Modern
Poetry by David Orr is a terrific book
that helps any reader appreciate poetry
— maybe more than you ever thought
you could...or would. As a non- regular \i

poetry reader, I loved this thoughtfully ,\ \
\

Beautiful

pointless

bt Mer Poctry

DAVID ORR

If you detect a lovely fragrance in our lower level,
it’s probably coming from the beautiful Shea

\a Butter Soaps from K. Hall. They are deliciously
scented in Egyptian Jasmine, Milk, Moss,
Pomegranate and Cypress, and Cassis flavors.
What mother wouldn’t enjoy these delicate soaps?
Plus, they make a delightful hostess gift- helping
to give a bathroom that extra-special touch.

Vaclav & Lena r
by Haley Tanner @&
In this stunning debut novel from newcomer Haley Tanner,

Vaclav and Lena, the children of Russian immigrants work

hard to achieve the American dream. The lives they lead could /
not be more different — and tragically so. (

Lena leads a troubled existence, her living circumstances
something no child should endure, while Vaclav is raised in a
loving, nurturing home. Lena is embraced by Vaclav’s family,
becoming a magician’s apprentice, finally with the opportunity to shine as
the amazing individual she is. However, a terrible discovery is made that
tears Lena and Vaclav’s world asunder. Fate brings them together again, but
there are constant obstacles set upon them. Will they be able to overcome the
tragedies in their past and move forward together? Find out in Vaclav & Lena.

Avail. 5/17
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Rotters

by Daniel Kraus

Sixteen-year-old Joey Crouch has, until the death of his mother,
lived a life centered on his love of the trumpet, spending time
with his best friend, Boris, and generally avoiding the trials of
high school.

After his mother’s tragic death, Joey is sent to live with his
father, a man he has never met. His father is haunted and
haunting — a solitary man with whom Joey has nothing in common. Father
and son seem to want nothing to do with one another, but as each gets to know
the other Joey’s life takes a turn he could never have envisioned.

Everything Joey has been taught to believe is challenged in his new life. His
new world is the exact opposite of his former life in diverse Chicago. His
experiences make him question which is more dangerous, his metropolitan life
or his rural existence in middle-America.

Rotters is a fantastic tale with a masterful plot and unforgettable characters. It’s
moving, terrifying and completely wonderful - an unconventional epic about
fathers and sons and the complex ties that bind them. Ages 14-17. Avail. 4/5
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WHAT’S SHAKIN’
AT MCLEAN & EAKIN
4/11 Post-Modernity Book Club reviews

Philosophy and Social Hope by Richard
Rorty. 7 pm

4/14 *Preschool Days — Hop with the Bunnies and
Peep with the Chicks. Stories and activities
for children ages 3-6 accompanied by an

adult. Call to sign up. 10-11 am

4/19 Evening Book Club reviews This is Where I

Leave You by Jonathan Trooper. 7 pm

4/21 *Kids Book Club reviews The Clockwork
Three by Matthew J. Kirby. For children in
grades 4-6. Book discussion, activity and

snacks. Call to sign up. 7-8 pm

5/4  Cottage Book Club reviews Shadow Country

by Peter Matthiessen. 10 am

5/5  *e-Reader Seminar, eBook Apalooza
2011, “How to Get Connected” with Matt

Norcross. 6 pm. See page 2 for details.

5/7  *Author Event with Nathaniel Philbrick,
speaking about and signing The Last Stand
and his other titles at the Bay View Inn.

$20, reservations required.

5/9  Post-Modernity Book Club selection to be

announced.

5/12  *Preschool Days — I Love You MAMA!.
Stories and activities for children ages 3-6
accompanied by an adult. Call to sign up.

10-11 am

5/16  *The Yellow Chair Series with Thomas
Lynch & Michael Heffernan. Readings,
interviews and lively conversation.

5-6:30 pm

5/18 Cottage Book Club reviews Crossing to

Safety by Wallace Stegner. 10 am

5/31 *Author Event with Wade Rouse speaking
and signing It’s All Relative: 2 Families, Three
Dogs, 34 Holidays and 50 Boxes of Wine, a

Memoir.

*Reservations Requested. Call (231) 347-1180
or visit mcleanandeakin.com
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MEET BESTSELLING AUTHOR NATHANIEL PHILBRICK

Saturday, May 7, 5§ —6:30 pm

Bay View Inn

Reservations: Call McLean & Eakin at
(231) 347-1180.

Fee: $20

It’s fair to say that Nathaniel Philbrick
is one of America’s most renowned
and honored authors. Born in Boston
in 1956, Philbrick won the National
Book Award for his 2001 bestselling
non-fiction maritime history book, In
the Heart of the Seas: The Tragedy of the
Whaleship Essex.

Philbrick received his Bachelor of
Arts from Brown University and
became Brown’s first Intercollegiate
All-American sailor and is a former
North American Sunfish Champion.
He received his Masters in American Literature

from Duke University where he was a James B. Duke
Fellow. In 1986 he moved to Nantucket and is director
of the Egan Institute of Maritime Studies. Philbrick is
a leading authority on the history of Nantucket Island.
He has written extensively on sailing and American
maritime history for Vanity Fair, the New York Times
Book Review, the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles
Times and The Boston Globe.

His 2003 book Sea of Glory: American’s Voyage of
Discovery, The U.S. Exploring Expeditions won the
Theodore & Franklin D. Roosevelt Naval History
Prize and the Albion-Monroe Award from the
National Maritime Historical Society. In 2006,

NATHANIEL
PHILBRIGK

Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community and War
— about the founding of the Plymouth colony — was
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the winner of the
Massachusetts Book Award for non-fiction.

His most recent book, The Last Stand: Custer, Sitting
Bull and the Battle of the Little Big horn was published
in May of 2010.

Philbrick’s books have introduced him to the national
media, where he has appeared on The Today Show,
The Morning Show, Dateline, PBS’s American
Experience, C-SPAN and NPR. Currently he is
working on a book about Boston during the early
years of the Revolution.
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McLean & Eakin introduces The Yellow Chair
Series. Audience Participation Interviews with
Visiting Authors

Poets - Thomas Lynch & Michael Heffernan
(Interviewing Each Other!)
Monday, May 16, 5-6:30 pm

Hear great poetry, bawdy jokes, and generous,
humane insights into modern life. Mr. Lynch will
be discussing his new book of poems, Walking
Papers, and his new in- paperback collection,
Apparition and Late Fictions. Mr. Heffernan will
be discussing his collection, At the Bureau

of Divine Music.

SPRING FORWARD/

by Karen Langs

Hooray! The days are getting longer, the ice is
disappearing from Little Traverse Bay, the thaw
has left bare spots on the ground, the sidewalks
are clear of ice and snow and the birds are
chirping louder in the morning. Soon we’ll be
welcoming the return of our summer residents.

The buzz in town is the new recreation corridor
along the Bear River from the football stadium
up to Lake Michigan (one of the few rivers that
flow north). Soon we’ll be seeing bright-colored
river kayaks negotiating the white water rapids
and people strolling the newly created walkways
and paths on both sides of the river.

We hope you’re celebrating the change of seasons
along with us. Here are a few enticing titles to
help the blood run warm and the brain exercise
itself into the rites of spring:

How to Build Your Own Greenhouse: Designs and
Plans to Meet Your Growing Needs,
by Robert Marshall

Good Weed, Bad Weed: Who’s Who, What to Do and
Why some Deserve a Second Chance by Nancy Gift

Artisan Farming: Lessons, Lore and Recipes by
Richard Harris, Lisa Fox and Trent Edwards

The Happy Camper: An Essential Guide to Life
Outdoors by Kevin Callan

What’s A — Organized Person to Do?: 317 Ideas,
Tips, Projects and Lists to Unclutter Your Home and
Streamline Your Life by Stacey Platt

Always Open, Always Available: www.mcleanandeakin.com « (800) 968-1910



